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T HE Campaign being over, 
and Councils not yet begun, 
the World is very much at 
quiet $ nor can I find News enough 
to fill a Letter : But to keep up our 
ufual Correfpondence, I fend you an 
Account of an old Latin Toet, very 
little known, tho’ as worthy your 
Acquaintance, as many of thofe who 
a are 
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arc in Credit. He lay buried in the 
German Libraries, not heard , of in 
the World, till Toggius Publish'd him 
from fome old Manufcripts found 
there ; and tho’ ' Tunic Cotqu, 
thinks Lucian confulted this 1 oet 
when he wrote bus little Theatilc of 
Jftrologic ; tho’ Julius Finnic is 2 ac¬ 
cus’d as an ungrateful Plagiary, for 
not acknowledging from whom he 
Tranfcrib’d the chiefeft parts of his 
Books 5 yet there is no good Evi¬ 
dence, that any one Writer menti¬ 
on’d this Author before Toggius. Wi¬ 
ny is fuppos’d to fpeak of him as 
a 3 Mathematician, and Gerbcrtus, as 
an 4 Aftnloger ; but concerning the 

i yj Not. Ad L'.'.cianum. 2 By Scaligcr m 
Hnctius’. 3 Nat. I-Jift. lib. 36. cap. , 4 G ^’ 
bertus Rherocnlis Bijhop of Ravenna, ml fir- 
ward Pope of Rome, Epifl. 13°- Age vero, 1 e 
folo confcio, ex tuis iumptibus fac mihi icn* 
bantur Marcus Mamlius dc Aftrologia, Pium* 
tins de Rhetorics, &c. 

Fott, 


[ 1 3 

foct, there is as dead a filence as if 
he had never been 5 nor can his 
greated Admirers find any Charader 
of him in old Writers. 

Yet it mud be own'd, that he is 
an Author of fome confiderable Atze: 

a J 

for the Manufcripts which Toggius, 
‘Bonincont rins, Scaligcr, and Franc jews 
Junius us’d, were ancient: Tanaquil Fa- 
h\ Sjmhcmius , and the fevered Cri- 
ticks allow him to be as old as Then - 
iofms the Great, and pretend to find 
fome particular Phrafes in him, which 
are certain Charaders of that Time. 

Others, who believe they have ve¬ 
ry good Reafons to place him higher, 
find it very difficult to account for 
this uni verbal filence: What they offer, 
is either bare May-be and Shift, And 
fcarce ever amounts to a tolerable 
Rcafon: ’Tis true, they lay, lie is 
not mention’d by Ovid in his 15 Ca~ 

* Dc Ponto , lib. 4. Ep. 1 6. 

a 2 taloguc 
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taloguc of 'Poets, and no wonder, 
fince’ he did not begin to write before 
the 6 Banifliment of Ovid, and Pub¬ 
lished nothing before his Death; 
Perhaps he was one of thofe Young 
Men, 

—« 7 Quorum quod inedita cura eft 
jppcllandorum nil mibi juris adeft. 

or his Fame did not reach fo far as 
(ponttis : Othcrwife they are confident 
there are too many Graces in his 
Poem to be negleded 3 at lead, the 
Singularity of his Subject would 
have delervcd to be taken notice of, 
as well as that of 8 Gratius. But 
why Quintilian doth not propofe him 
to his Orator, tho’ he encourages him 


6 This Huctius affirms, but is undoubtedly w- 
Jlakcn. 7 O ’id. ibid. 8 slptaquc venanti 
tins anna dedit. Ovid. ibid. 
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to 9 read Macer and Lucretius , and 
1 a/firms, that a competent skill in 
Jftronomy is neceffary to make him 
perfed in his Profelfion ? Why the 
following Thilologcrs never life his 
Authority, tho’ it might very often 
have been pertinently cited by Gelli- 
m and Macrobim ? Why the Gramma- 
mis and Mythologies, feem to be 
altogether unacquainted with his 
Writings ? They confefs thefe are 
Queftions not eafie to be anfwer’d. 

Of this Poet, who is acknowledged 
by all Parties to have lain very long 
unknown, and about whom, fince 
he firft appear’d in the World, fo 
many Controverfies have rifen, I 
am now to give you an account. 

His Name is commonly Paid to be 
Marcus Manilius, which in fome Co¬ 
pies of his Poem is fliortned into 

9 Infiit, lib. io. Cap. i, 
l Injlit. lib. i. cap. io. 

* 3 


to 


Manlius , 
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j\[ci)ilii<s } in others foftned into A/d- 
litis : This variation is inconfiderablc, 
and die common fault of unaccurate 
Tranferibers 3 but 2 <Bonincontms af¬ 
firms, that the Title of his very 
Ancient Copies was, C. Mamlii TocU 
illujlns Jjlronomkon 3 and that he had 
feen a Medal, in which was the Fi¬ 
gure of a Man, but in a Foreign 
Habit, with a Sphere placd near his 
Head, and this Infer iption, C. MJ* 
KILL 3 Lilt us Gyr nidus mentions 
another of the fame ftamp3 But 
that thefe Medals belong’d to this 
Poet, may be as cafily deny d, as 
’tis affirm’d, or rather, as ’tis con- 
jc&ured : However all Parties agree, 
that the rnofl Ancient Copies con- 
ftantly bear the Title of Manilm 5 
but whether the Books of Toggm 
and (BomiKontriuSy which call him 

.. .. .... ■ 

* Prof. 3 Lib. dc Poet. fiift. dial. 4 ! 


0 
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Cuiusj or thofe of Scallger and others, 
in which we find Marcus written, are 
to be follow’d, is fubmitted to every 
Man’s Difcretion 3 the Matter is not 
of any Confequence, nor a fit Sub¬ 
ject for Difpute, becaufe impoflible 
to be determin’d: Tho’ if Conjecture 
may be admitted, I fliould fancy that 
it is more probable a Tranlcribcr 
may err, when he puts M. before 
Manilm , than when he writes a C. be¬ 
caufe in the former cafe, . the Sound 
of the following Word, which is the 
moft confiderable in the Title, and 
confequently the chiefell: in his 
Thoughts, may pervert him 3 but in 
the latter, He hath no temptation to 
miftake. This M* or C. Manilius y 
was born a ( ftonwt , and liv d in Borne 
when Bome was in her Glory 3 com¬ 
manding the biggefl: part of the known 
World, and full of the gyeateft Men 
that ever any time produc d: tor the 
a 4 
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fame Age that faw Manilius enjoy’d 
Vann, Lucretius , Cicero, C&Jar , Fwgi/, 
Horace, and (to clofe the 
Catalogue) Anguftus. In the begin¬ 
ning of this Aftronotnical Poem that 
Emperour is 4 invok’d, that very 
Emperour who was the adopted 
Son of Julius C<efar , who 6 beat (Bru- 
tus and Coffins at Philippi, 7 overthrew 
Pompey the Great’s Son, 8 who fent 
Tiberius to (Rhodes, 9 who loft three 
Legions in Germany under the Com¬ 
mand of Varus j who 1 routed Antho¬ 
ny and Cleopatra at ASlium , and fav’d 
the (Roman Empire by turning that 
overgrown diffolute Republick into 
a well regulated Monarchy. Here 
are fo many Chara&ers, that the Per- 
fon cannot be miftaken, not one of 
them agreeing to any but the firft 

+ Lib. i. v. 7. Lib. i, v. ro. ® Lib. i. 
■U. 906. 7 Lib. 1. V. 918. 8 Lib. 4. V. 763. 

9 Lib. 1. v. 896. I Lib. j. v. 912. 

Great 
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Great Anguftus. So that this Author 
liv’d in that Age to which He pre¬ 
tends by fo many very particular Cir- 
cumftances, or elfe He is a moft no¬ 
torious Cheat, and one of the greateft 
Impoftors in the World. 

It feems 2 Tanaquil Faber thought 
him to be fo, lince without giving 
any Reafon He brings him down as 
low as the, time of Theodoftus : 3 Vof- 
Jius was once of the fame Opinion, 
having obferved, as He then thought, 
fome Meafures, Words and Phrafes 
peculiar to that Age, and therefore 
He concludes againft Scaliger , that 
Julius Firmicus did not follow Manili¬ 
us, but Manilius wrote in Verfe what 
Firmicus had publifhed in Profe under 
the Reign of Conftantine the Great: 
But upon fecond Reading this 4 Cri- 
tick alter’d his firft Sentiments, and 

1 Not. in Lib. 6. Lucrctij. 3 Dc Arte Gram, 
lib, 2. cap, 26, 4 Lib, dc Poet. Lat, 

allows 



allows him to be as ancient as the To- 
ct himfelf defires to be thought. 
5 Gaffendus often- quotes him, and al¬ 
ways lets him after Bmicus , as may be 
fecn in many places of his Writings; 
but gives no reafon why he conftantly 
obferves that order : But GcVartius ) 
who had ftudy’d and defign’d topub- 
lifii Notes upon this Author, lays in 
a Letter to Mr. Cambden y 6 “ I Have 
<c been long acquainted with this Wri* 
<£ ter, and know him well, but can- 
not, with Scaliger and other learned 
“ Criticks, allow him to be as and- 
“ ent as Auguflus y for in my Notes 1 
<£ will demonftrate that he liv’d in the 
<c Age of Theodojius and his Sons A 
u cadius and Honorius , and that he 
u was the fame with Manlius Theok 


•> Phyf Sett. 2. lib. 6. cap. 2. VtolomtM, Fit • 
vticufj Manilius primarij bujus sirtis Scripttca. 
vid. etiam p. 717. & pag. 7 4°* - vicl - Cm ' 
Hpijl. p. 260. 
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(C r us y upon whofe Confulfhip Claudi - 
“ an writes a Pancgyrick, in which he 
l( mentions his Aftronomicon. The 
fame thing he afferts in his Comments 
upon 7 Statius , and promifes to do 
Wonders in his 8 EleEla> upon this 
Subject 3 what his performance was 
I do not find taken notice of by any 
of the Criticks , nor am I concern’d 
for it, being certain that he fail’d in 
his Attempt, becaufe it was ridiculous 
and ralli; Yet the learn’d Ezpechicl 
Sjxinhemius endeavours to fupport this 
Conjecture of GeVartius , 9 and tells 
us, that fub Arms , a Phrafe familiar 
to Manilius , as lib. 1. v. 795. 

• ? * 

- Matrifque fub Arnris . : 

Miles AgrifjHi fu#~ -- 

7 rid. Not. in Statij. lib. 3 . Syl. Carm. 3 . 8 His 
Elctta were almoft fmifht u 4 . D. 1618 . vid. Cambd. 
Epiji. p. 25 - 9 . 9 Dcpraflantia & Vfu Nmmfmatum. 

< 543 . 

Lib, 
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Lib. 4. v. 656. 

- —Rpgnum fortita fub Armts. 

And in another place, 

-- Quumque tpfa fub Armts 

Tax agitur - 

was us’d in the time of Theodojius , 
as appears by the following paflage 
in that Emperour’s Code, 1 Quicunptt 
fub Armts Militu mums Comitatenfe Jit- 
bierunt. Scaliger himfelf unwarily 
gave a very great advantage to 
this Opinion, when he 2 affirm’d, 
that the word Decanus, which Maiir 
lius ufes, was brought from the 
Camp, and that a Sign which govern’d 
ten Degrees was call’d Decanus ,becaufe 

* Cod. Theod. 1 . 38 . t. 1. de Deeur. 2 Not. d 
Manil. 

an 
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an Officer who commanded ten Men 
in the Army had the fame Title : 
But ^ Sahnatim, who difcover’d the 
Miftake, (for Decanus was not heard 
of in the (Roman Camp before 
the time of Conflantine the Great) 
hath fo well corre&ed it, or rather 
4 Huetius hath given fo good an Ac¬ 
count of that Word, that tho’ an 
Argument drawn from it may be 
ftrong againft the Critic 4 , it will ne¬ 
ver be of any force againft th t Author. 
It is almoft needlefs to mention the 
Exceptions ofthofe Criticks who think 
his Stile impure, or, as they pleafe 
to fpeak, too barbarous for the Age 
he pretends to 3 Indeed 15 Gyraldus en¬ 
deavours by this very Argument to 
prove he was no (Roman born : But 
6 Scaliger. laughs at him for his At- 

3 Sal. dt yin. Climalt.p. 5 60. 4 Not. ad lib. 4. 

v. 298. 5 Lib. dc Poet. 3 . Dial. 4 . 6 Seal. Pro - 
1 %. in Manilium. p. 3 . 

tempt 
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tempt, tells him that he does not tli- 
ftinguifli between Idiotifms and Lar- 
bitrjms , and that VttniYius (to 
whom he fliould have added Lucre- 
tins) might be call’d barbarous as 
well as he: 7 Franctfcus Junius com¬ 
mends the propriety of his Language, 
8 Sahnatius and 9 Huetius have appro¬ 
ved many paiTages which leffer Cri- 
ticks thought to be impure5 And the 
accurate VoJJius, 1 after he had {Inch¬ 
ed and confidered him well, found 
nothing-in him inconfiftent with the 
Age of Jiigujlus , and the Politcnefs 
of his Court. Indeed mod: of the 
Inftanccs that are produc’d upon this 
head,do not fallen on the Author him- 
felf, but on the Tranfcribers and Pub 
lifhers of his Writings. There ought 
to be a new Edition of his JJlrno• 
micon , and I do not delpair of feeing 

7 Praf. ad Nut. 8 Not. ad Aug, ferip, 9 yil 
Nut. in A/anil, 1 Be Poet. Lnt, 
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one which will have a pure genuine 
Text, and free that Text from many 
of his Interpreters Comments, cfpc- 
cially from the Notes of the mifera- 
ble wretched 2 Fayus. 

You fee, Sir, I have brought this 
diffus’d Ccnttoverfie within a very 
narrow Compafs 5 Tanaquil Faber and 
Gajfendus keep their (if they had any) 
Reafons to thcmfelves. Their Au¬ 
thority I confefs had been perfwafive, 
had they confidered, and after a fair 
hearing determin’d the Controverfie 3 
but an incident declaration, and an 
unweigh’d Sentence concerning the 
Age of any Writer ought not to be 
fubmitted to, but appeal’d from: 
And therefore if I can fhew the Ob- 
fervation of Spanbemitts to be uncon¬ 
cluding, and refute the bold Conje- 
ftures of GcVttrtiuSy I {hall leave Ma- 


2 The Editor of Manilius in njiun Bdpnni. 

nil ins 


one 
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nilius in polfeflion of that Age, 
which he fo often, and with fo 
much aflurance claims. And here 
I am fure we fhoukl not have been 
troubled with Sfanhemiiis *s Obfer- 
vation, Had he been pleas’d to 
confider, that fub Amis, and Jub 
Amis Militia, being very different 
from one another, might be usd in 
very different Ages of the Empire j 
and that he argues very ill, who 
fays, * the one was known in the 
Time of Theodofius , and therefore 
the other was not common in the 
Court of Auguftm : Tis certain that 
it was, for Virgil (whom Mnnilm 
often imitates) hath 

—Sedet circum caftella Jub Amis , 

—Eqtiitcm docucre fub Amis 
Infult are Jolo —— 


And 
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And in another place, 


_Ludunt 'Belli Jimulacbra fub Amis. 

And this Virgil himfelf borrow’d from 
Ennius, who fays, 

Ter me fub Amis malirn Vttam cernerc. 

( 

I could produce more Authorities, 
were not thefe fufficient to fecure Mar 
nilius from Spanhemiuss Obfervation. 

But Ge^artius, as he is bolder, lo 
he is much more unhappy in his 
Conje&ures 3 he fixes upon the Man, 
and fays this Manilius is Maltius lEeo- 
iorns, celebrated by the Poet Claudian 5 
for the Author of this Aflronomicon, is 
in many of ■ the old Copies call’d 
Mallius, and this Mallius Theodoras, 

and a 
Repu¬ 
tation : 


was a good Aftronomer, 
Writer of great Induftry and 
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tation: But did GeVartius ever meet 
with the Aflronomkon ,under cheTitle of 
FL Mullins Theodor us ? Or of FI. Mullins 
and not alwaics of C. or M. Manlius ■ 
Mallius or Manilius ? Doth Chadian com¬ 
mend the Poetry of his Conful, or men¬ 
tion his Acquaintance with the Mufes? 
or could a Poet forget, or not celebrate 
that Talent which he himfelf muft look 
upon as a very great Perfection, and 
the Age would have highly valued, 
had he been the Author of this Poem? 
Doth he fay he wrote Books of / 
J'tronomy , knew the Depths of Ajtrolo- 
and was admitted into the Coun¬ 
cils of the Stars ? Here was a large 
Field for that, luxuriant Wit to have 
wanton d in, and it cannot be thought 
he would have conceal’d the deferts 
of his Patron when he ftudy'd to com¬ 
mend him: But inftead of this he 
prailes his Juftice, Integrity, Cle¬ 
mency and Honor 5 he extols his E- 

loquence, 
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loquence, and prefers the fweetnefs' 
of it before all the delicate Charms 
of Poetry and Mufick. 

2 lit quis non fitiens Sermonis Mella 
politi 

Te/erat Orphcos blanda Tefiudine 
cantus ? 

. ' . \ 

Wtho all the Mufes are concern’d for 
lim, and bufie in his Service, yet he 
$ devoted to none of them but lira- 
i/f) wjio affifted hiAr in his AJlronomi- 
iil Divcrfions* 

4 liranie redimita, comas, qua [<zpc 
Magijlra 

Mallius igniferos radio deferipferat ' 
Axes. 


* Mallii Tkeod. Conful. v. 2ci. 4 Hid 
l 7 i- 

b z 


GeVartius 
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Qmrtius very well obferves -that tins 
Confiii. MMhits was an Aftronomcr. 

■; InMcnlt l cthenosfi<'nantem[inhere aufui, 

Qiios fLrJolliatoleprwJil pollice Mai- 
phis: 

Qiue vioxwt momenta polutti, <p» 
ccrtw hi /ijhis 

Error: Qnis tenebras Soli caujljft 
mcmpLevi 

T)cfcttnm bulicat Humerus . Qua 
E bb ben 

jOcimnc; > ct exoltijb pallentem fraln 
relinquat 

That he pubLifh’J fome admir'd Booh 

• *.C.or>Jid . per, fopulof, V idemijite graM'f 
mus Author 

Jiluqnij, thtplid f tta fubnixus in <«W* 
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Trocedat, libris pariter, fdftlfoue' k- 
gendus . * ‘ : ' 


But how doth it appear third Auto¬ 
nomy was his Subject, wheri Cl'ctndi - 
an himfelf tells us it was the Origine 
and Conflitution of the World ? _ He re- 
prefentshim as well vers’d in' all the 
leveral Hypothefes of the Natural and 
Moral Philofophers, acquainted both 
with the Thyjtcks and Ethicbs of the 
Greeks, and able to difconrfe of their 
Opinions very properly, and very e- 
legandy in Latin . 


i Graiortmobfcuras Romanis floribusdrtes 
Jr radian -— 


But when he fpeaks of his Writings 
he fays he defcrib’d the Origine and 
difpofition of the World, and gave 


Ibid, V. 6%. 7 ibui\ 84 . 

b J 


very 
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very convincing proofs of his own 
Wit, Capacity, and Judgment, by 
his exa£f account of the beautiful Order, 
and regular Contrivance of that won¬ 
derful Machine. ' 

8 Qualem te legimus tencri TrimorJia 
Mundi . 

Scrihentem , ant Tartes Arim<& pa- 
Singula , Talem 

CenwnuSy et fimiles agnofeit Vagi- 
na mores . 


From thefe Verfes and other paflages 
jn Claudian , as 

—- 9 Qua Vis animaVerit Aftra, 

Jmjnderitque Choros } quo ViVat Muhi¬ 
na mom 5 


it may be inferr’d that this Conful 
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Mallius , was as to Natural Philofo- 
phy a Stoic{, and built his World 
according to the Hypothecs of that Sc<ft, 
and therefore wrote fomething very 
like what we find at large in the firft 
Book, and hinted at in feveral pafla- 
ges of the other Books of Manilius , 
But this being the lead part of our 
Author, and lubfervienc to his great¬ 
er and general defign, it muff not be 
hippos’d that Claudian fhould enlarge 
only upon this, and leave his whole 
JJlrology untoucht; unlefs we think 
Claudian as ridiculous as that Painter 
would be, who being to fill his Can¬ 
vas with a noble Family (hould draw 
a lingle Servant, or paint only a Fin¬ 
ger or a Nail when he had a large beau¬ 
tiful Body to reprefent. 

I have been the more particular in 
this matter, becaufe GeVartius pretends 
to demonftration, tho’ to confute his 
conje&ure it had been diffident only 
b 4 to 
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to obferve, that it is the moft ridi¬ 
culous thing in the World to ima¬ 
gine that Mattus a Man well known 
both for his pcrfonal Endowments 
and publick Employments, who had 
been Governour of feveral Provinces, 
and at laft Conful fliould publilh a 
Treatife under his own Name, and 
yet in almoft every Page of the Book 
endeavour to perlwade his Readers 
it was written four hundred years be¬ 
fore. For it muft be granted that 
the Prince whom he 1 invokes in the 
beginning of his Poem, who is ftiled 
'Patrut frincepsqtte Tnterqiie, who is 
deify’d whilft 2 alive, and (not to 
repeat the other particulars I have al¬ 
ready reckon’d up) whofe a Bmp 
cope was Capricorn, was t h e fitft 
Great Auguftus, and therefore there is 
no need of calling in the Auchori- 

* Lib. i.v.7. : l ' v ' 9* et 9H* 9 J^ 
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ties of 4 Horace , 5 Virgil, and 6 Sue~ 
tonius to prove it. 

This laft Chara&er puts me in 
mind of another Objection that 
may be drawn from F. Harduiris 7 
Obfervation, for he fays that Suetoni¬ 
us was himfelf deceiv’d, and hath de¬ 
ceiv’d all thofe who have thought Ca¬ 
pricorn was concern’d in the Nativity 
of Augnftus : For if this be true all the 
Pretences of Manillas are ruin’d 5 but 
fincc that Writer doth not back his 
Aflertion with any Reafons, I fliall 
not fubmit to his bare Authority, 
nor waft my time in guefting what 
Arguments he may rely on, being 
not bold enough to conjecture what 
the daring Author may produce. 
Having thus fixt the Age of this 
Author, and prov’d him to have 

4 Car. lib. 7. Od. x. Hie amts dici Tate? atqne 
Primps. 5 Vd’g. Ec. i. ct Georg. , i. 6 l:-. .n 
dug, cap, 94. 7 de Num. Herod, p. 9 .' 

liv’d 
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liv’d in the time of Auguflus C&far, I 
fhall venture farther to affirm that he 
was born under the Reign of that 
Emperour, not only a (Roman, but of 
illuftrious Extraction, being a branch 
of that noble Family the Manilij , who 
fo often fill’d the Conful s Chair, and 
fupply’d the befi: and greatefi: Offices 
in the Roman Commonwealth. And 
here I muff oppofe many of the Oi- 
ticks , and be unaffifled by the reft: 
For 8 Sedi^er confefies, that from his 
own Writings, it cannot be known 
what Countryman he was, and no 
other Authors give us any Informa¬ 
tion. Ronincontrhts and Gyraldus en¬ 
deavour to prove from the Medal 
already mention’d, that he was no 
Roman 3 the Learned 9 Ifaac Voffm 
thinks he was a Syrian , and all who 

8 Proleg. in Man'll, p. 2. 9 Vid. Sir Edward 

Shii'burn’j Preface to the Sphere of Manilius. 

look 
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look upon him to be the fame with 
that Manilius mention’d by Rimy , 
Nat. Hifi. lib. 35. cap. 17. fay he 
was a Slave : Only Retrus Crinitus 
1 affirms, he was Nobly Born, and 
Mr. Trifian will 2 have him to be 
that Manilius , of whom Rimy gives a 
very Honourable Character, in the 
Tenth Book and Second Chapter of 
his Natural Hiftory 5 where he fays, 
He was of Senator ian Dignity , ati excel¬ 
lent Scholar , and (if we believe Mr. 
Triflan) a Very good Aflronomcr. But 
iince Crinitus doth not prove what 
he fays, and Mr. Triflan but conje¬ 
ctures at belt, and upon Examinati¬ 
on, will be found to be very much 
miftaken in his Conjectures, there¬ 
fore I cannot expeCt any affiftance 
from either of thefe Authors. Now 
it is not certain that the Gentleman 

1 De Poet. Lat. 2 Hifi. Com. Tom. i. 

whom 
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whom fliny fpeaks of in die Second 
Chapter of his Tenth Book was 
Nam’d M/inilius. Copies differ, and 
in the M. SS. of Salmafm 3 he is 
call’d Mamdius: Tlmy doth not % 
one word of his skill in 
he only 4 affirms, ‘ That he was die 

< firft of all the (Romans who wrote 
e concerning the (P/kehix, that ntvet 
‘ any Man faw it feed, that in Au- 
• l>ia it is Sacred to the Sun, that it 
1 lives 66 o Years, and that with the 
4 Life of this Bird is confummatcd 
4 the Converfion of the Great Year, 
‘ in which the Stars return again to 

< their firfl points, and give figmfica- 
4 tions of the lame Seafons as at the 
4 beginning: And all this any one 
may write who is in an entire Igno¬ 
rance of the Courfcs and Influence 
of the Stars: But when Mr. Trijhu 

3 Vid Salmatium ad Sdimin, (. 4 W - IU 

m-rtfi-M-. £ | )e( 
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farther obferves that ^Pliny ‘infinuates, 
belides a particular refpeft, a kind of 
Intimacy and Acquaintance between 
this Mhnilius and’ hiralelf, he gives us 
a very convincing Argument againft 
his own cdnje&ure: for there is good 
rcafon to belieVe this Mariitm the Po¬ 
et dy’d before Juguftiis , and therefore 
could not be intimate With 'Plhiy. 

To fet this Adiole matter in itfc due 
light, I fhatly as the learned and in¬ 
genious Sr. Edward Shirburn hath al¬ 
ready done ‘in his Preface? to the Sphere 
of Manilla* ta'ke a view of thofe, who 
have been by the name of Manilius 
deliver’d down to Pofterity as Men 
of Letters, and then coniider which 
of all thole, or whether any one of 
them was this Manilim the Poet. 

Of that Manilim whom fliny men¬ 
tions in the fecond Chapter of his 
tenth Book I have already laid enough $ 
and about that Manilla*, whom Varro 

cites 
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* cites, I fliall not be concern’d, 
there being no ground to think he 
was the Author of this Poem. 6 c 'p//- 
4 ny lib. 35. cap. 17. tells us of one 
4 Manillas furnam’d Antiochus , who 
4 with Tublius Syrus , and Staberius E- 
c ros were brought to T{pme y all three 
1 of Servile Condition, but perfons of 
4 good Literature. His words arc 
4 thefe, Tedes Venaliim trans mare aibcH- 
4 or urn [Creta] denature injlituerunt Mu- 
4 jores 5 Talcmque Tublium [Syruni] mi - 
‘mica Seen# conditorem, et Aftrologut 
4 conjobrinum ejus Maniltum Antiochim , 
4 item Grammatical Staberium Erotm\ 
‘ cadem naVi adveftos Vtdcre TroaYi. 
4 Our Anceftors us’d to mark with 
4 Chalk the Feet of thofe Slaves 
4 who were brought over from beyond 
4 ■Sea to be' fold 3 And fuch an one 
4 was Tublius [Syrwr] the , Founder of 


5 Dc I.iig. Lat. lib. 4. ct 6. 
{urn's pref. 


6 Sir Edward Shir* 

4 the 
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‘the Mimick Scene, and his Coufin 
‘ German Manilins Antiochus of Aftro- 
‘logy, and Staber'ms Eros of Granv 
‘mai'5 whom our great Grandfathers 
‘ faw in that manner brought over in 
‘one and the fame Ship: This Mani¬ 
kins Laurentius (Bonincontrius (who 
‘near two ages agoe commented on 
‘our Author ) conceives the fame 
‘with Manilius who wrote this Aftro- 
‘nomicalPoem,to confirm which opi¬ 
nion he produces the evidence of a 
‘ Silver Medal in his pofleffion where- 
' on was the figure of a Man, in an 
‘Exotick Habit with a Sphere plac’d 
1 near his Head, and this Infcription 
{ MAN ILI: The fame is affirm’d 
fays Lilias Gyraldus by Stephanas Dul- 
cinus, and the faid Gyraldus firther 
allures us that a familiar Friend of 
His, one Nicolaus Trapolinus , had an¬ 
other Medal of the like Stamp and 
Infcription. 

4 But 
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< g ut a gainft this opinion of ’Born- ‘culous for a Man to wifli for long 

< contms and Gyraldus , Scaliger oppo* ‘life, when he is at the Extream ah 
4 fes a double Argument, one drawn ‘ready. 

c from the Teeming inveracity of that £ The Tame Tliny, lib. ] 6 . cap. i o. 
c Oppos’d Evidence 5 no fuch Medal ‘ [peaks of one Manillas a Mathemati- 
c being at this day to be found in the ‘dan, who when the Obelisk, which 
c c a bi llc ts of any, no not the molt ‘ Augustus eroded in the Campus Mam 

< curious Antiquaries 5 the other from Uius lor finding out the Hours of the 

< the reafon of Tfime, for Manilius An * ‘day by the Shadow of the Sun, with 
c tiochus being brought to (Rome in the ‘ the Increafe or Decreafe of the Days 
c beginning of Sy/tf’s days (for'hewas ‘and Nights, plac’d a guilded Ball, 
« brought in the lame Ship with Stn- ‘ Cujtis Vertice Umbra colhgeretur in Je- 
c beritis Eros, who open’d his Gram* Anctipfam , alia atque alia incrmenta ja- 

< mar School in tynie whilft $)//<* was [ culmtm Apice , ratione (tit ferunt) a 
6 alive) mult needs, if he were the ' capite hominis intelle&a , lays Tliny , 
c Author of this Poem have been 1:0 'who commends the defign. 

c Years old when he began to write, ‘To this Perfon Scaliger conceives 
£ this piece being written in the latter this work may with fairer probability 
£ years of Augujlus . Befides, the Author beaferib’d than to the former 5 which 
£ in the Proem of this work wilhes Opinion is by divers other judicious 
Tor long life to compleat his intend* Men embrac’d. 

£ ed Poem, and therefore certainly he ‘The excellently 1 earn’d IfaacVoJ- 
£ was not of that Age, it being ridi* f m conceives yet, that the Manilius 
u culou c Anti- 
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c JntiochuSj and the Manilius Mathem - 
< ticus before mention’d are not two 
4 diftin& Pcrfons, but one and the 
4 fame under different Titles and Ap* 
4 pellations, and the very Author of 
‘ the Poem we now publish, whole 
4 particular Sentiments upon this 
4 Subject, and Arguments confir- 
4 ming the fame, he was pleas’d not 
4 long fince 'to impart to me, by his 
4 molt obliging Letter, in anfwer to 
4 fome Queries o y me propounded in 
4 one of mine • to him upon occafion 
4 of my intended publication of this 
4 piece, which for the Readers fans- 
4 faction, I fhall here make publick, 
4 tho’ not in his own words, yet as 
4 near as may be in his own Senfc. 

4 And full in anfwer to Scalpers 
4 Argument drawn from Reafon to 
4 Time, againft Manilius Jntiochus , up 
4 on the fuppofition of Staberins Bm 
4 (one of the Three before mention d) 
4 let open his Grammar School in the 

4 time 
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‘ time of Sylla ninety five years before 
( the death of Jugujlus 5 and that there- 
‘ fore Manilius could not probably be 
‘(according to Scaligers Computati¬ 
on) lefs than 120 Years old at the 
‘ time when this Poem was written 3 
4 he urges by way of reply, that Su¬ 
etonius (from whom Scaliger takes 
‘ the ground of his Argument) doth 
‘not lay that Stabmus Eros* open’d 
‘ his School in Sylla s time, but that 
‘he taught gratis the Children of thofe 
‘who in Syllas time were proferib’d. 
‘The Words of Suetonius are thefc, 

‘ Stint qui traduut tanta eu?n ( Staberi - 
1 um) honeflate pr^ditum, ut temporibus 
l S)ll(inis Trofcriptorum liberos gratis, et 
1 fine merccde ulla in Difciplina receperit. 
How long that was after the times 
of Profcription will be needlels here 
to declare 3 and that Manilius was 
not lo old as Scaliger conceives, when 
this piece was written, may be made 
out from this, that he w'as the Cou- 
c 2 4 fin 
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< fin German of Publius Synts , who 
<that he was brought a young Boy 

< to his Patron, Macrobius affirms, from 
‘ whom likewife, and from the Ycr- 
‘ fes of Laberitts it may be colledd, 
‘ that he was but a Youth when he 
‘ came upon the Stage againfl Lctbcri- 
‘ us, which was but a little before the 
‘ death^of Julius C<efar and Laberius al- 
‘ fo$ to whom he fucceeded on the 
4 Mimick Stage in the fecond year of 
*184 Olympiad, that is in the Year 
c of <%pmc 7 11, as Eufebius teftifies. 
4 And therefore feeing it is, manifell 
4 that Manillas publifh’d this Poem 
c foon after the Varum Defeat, which 
‘ happened in the Year 7^2 of 

< it is as evident likewife that between 

< the Youth or Adolefcence of Mm- 

< Uns , and the time wherein he wrote 
‘this piece, there could not pafs above 
‘ one and fifty Years, and confeejuent* 
‘ lv there is no reafon to affiga fo 
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‘great an Age to Manillas , as S'tali- 
{ ger here doth, fince perhaps he was 
‘not feventy years old when he had 
‘fmifh’d this his Aftronomical <Poem. 

1 As to what Scaliger fubjoyns touch¬ 
ing Maniliushis wifih for long life toge¬ 
ther with a cheerful old Age, and the 
‘Inference he thence makes that he 
1 could not reafonably be thought to be 
‘ old then , who wifb'd he might live to be 
fo. The Argument is but weak, for 
‘ Senium is one thing, and Senium An - 
( noftm is another 5 Nor doth he fim- 
1 ply wifii for Vitam Annofam , but Vi- 
l tm Annofam quae conjun&a fit cum 
: twlli SeneEla , which may be wifh’d 
for even by thofe^vho are very old. 

‘ As for the name of Antiochus > he 
Teems to have taken it from the fa¬ 
mous Philofopher Antioclms Afcaloni- 
ta, often mention d by Cicero, Tin- 
tnreh , Sextus _ Empiricus, and,, others, 
whole School not only Cicero, but 
C 3 ‘ Varro, 
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‘ fafto, (Brutus , and divers others are 
‘ faid to have frequented, and in ail 
‘ probability this our Manilim alfo, as 
4 being not only of the fame Nation, 

‘ but happily born in the fame Town 
< ( Jjcalon.) So that it may feem no 
£ wonder if after the manner of thofe 
‘ times, he took upon him the Name 
‘of his worthy Tutor and Inftru&or. 

‘ For that he was a Syrian is not only 
‘manifeft from his Confanguinity 
* with Tullius Mimus, but may like- 

< wife be colledted from the Title or 

< Infcription of this work, which is an 
‘ ancient and excellent Manufcript in 
4 the Pofteffion of Vojfius is this. M 
‘MALLII TOENI AS1TJ)W 
<MICOKDIVO OCTAVIO QU} 

< O^INO AUG . That the Thmcim 
‘ were by the Tomans called TOEHll 
‘ is manifeft out of Horace , Cicero 

‘ Honiuniy and our Author in this ve* 

* rv Poem; he concludes therefore that 

• J J * X 
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this our Manilius , or (as he is rather 
pleafed to call him) Manlius was a 
Tbtenician ; and in all probability Na¬ 
tive of the fame Town as Antiochus 
his Tutor, whofe name he afftim’d. 

‘ From this Dedication of his 
Work to AuguftuSy by the Name of 
QuirimiSy as the Infcription fliews, 
will appear the Error or thofe, who 
who imagine the fame to be Dedi¬ 
cated to TileriiiSy or fome later 
mm Em per our : And the Reafon of 
attributing the Name of Quirinus to 
AugujluSy may be made clear from 
the Words of Suetonius 5 Cenfentilus 
([uibusdam Tpmulum appellari oportere 
puift et ipfum conditorem Urbis , See . 
Dion likewife tells us o Ka,?<rap hr&v^zL 
P&Y4uAos ovofJL&aQiiveti) That All" 
gtijhis Ccefar extremely defir d to be calld 
Romulus', and Joannes Thiladclphenjis 
(Scripto de Menfbus in Aug.) Oxro.- 

|8/Ct>’0S l jOS OxT<t/3/a VlKCCi 7rC7T0i>l>t405 fXi'yoiAciQ 
C 4 ‘ vroAAai’i 
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‘ttcAXo^ ovofLCL ffi It iparo oi.ftb y*f> atloy 1 . 
‘ oi’QfAct&v xuptvw, Oiom Pw^uAov. Qcld- 
‘ V i ami s Son of OBaVtus was after his 
1 rwat Victories honoured with divers 
l %J a mes for by fome he was called Quhi 

‘'mst as another Romulus ^ 

‘As to that tyanilius filled by Tint) 

c XfathenialicttSj be conceives that titu- 
Mar diftinftion to make no difference 

< - ln t ] K Pcrfoiij'but that he is the fame 
‘ with the former, further adding, Out 
x nino cxiflimo ct Mum quoque de nofiio 
‘ Mamlio accijn debere . And whereas 
‘ Salmajius affirms that the name M«n- 
c lias or Manillas is not to be round in 
‘ that place of Pliny in any ancient Ma- 
‘ nuferipts, he makes it appear that 
‘ Salmajius is cxtreamly miltaken by 
4 the teitimony of feveral antient Ma- 

< nufeript Copies of Winy in his Pol- 
‘ fdfion, one of which was wnttena- 

4 hove 8 or 900 Years agoe, in al 

1 which the Word Manlius is found, 
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‘though with fome fmall difference 
‘in writing of the name. Nor doth 
lie think the name of Marcus prefixd 
to Manilitts ought to be fcrupled at, up¬ 
on the Account that none of the Man- 
lian family after the 3 60th Year from 
the building, of (fiotne could or-did 
ufe that Pranomen , feeing the prohi¬ 
bition as Cicero intimates is only to 
‘be underftood of the 'Patrician P(ace, 
Now that this Manilius , or fas he 
‘calls hirn) Manlius was before his 
Manumiffion a Slave, not only the 
place of Pliny already cited, but the 
very Agnomen of Antiochus diffidently 
demonftrates, for as much as a Greek 
Agnomen joyn’d to a Qtyman Name is 
always a mod certain Token of a 
Servile Condition. 

Thus far Sir Edward Shirburn , who 
is very much inclin’d to red fatisfied 
with this rational difeourfe of the in¬ 
comparable VoJJius , and thinks others 

fhould 
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fhould be fo too s but upon examina¬ 
tion it will appear that Scaligcr s Ob¬ 
jections arc till in force, and that Voj- 
fuis s his reafonings are ail to little pur- 
pofe. It muft be granted that the 
Agnomen Antiochus proves that Manilius 
to be of Servile Condition , tho there is 
no need of this Argument, fince ^Pli- 
ny in very exprefs Terms alTcrts that 
he is fo: Tis likewife true that that 
Manillas was a Syrian, being a near 
Kinfman to Tubbas Syrus , and brought 
to Italy in the fame Ship with him: 
But that that Manillas the Syrian was 
the fame with Manilius the Poet, is a 
Queftion that dill returns, and will 
not,I fear,be determin’d by the Title of 
that ancient and excellent Manufcript o 
Vofflus : For if inftead of M-MALL 11 
TOENI, we read M. MALLll 
TOETAE, which is found in other 
Manufcripts, ('and every body knows 
there is fo little difference m the 
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traits of the Letters of thefe two words 
in ancient Copies, that they may ve¬ 
ry eafily by Ignorant Tranfcribers be 
miftaken for one another) then the 
Evidence drawn from this Infcription 
is loft: Befides that Title is not to 
be regarded, it not being written by 
the Author but affixt by lome heedlefs 
Copyer of the Poem; For it is Vivo 
OBaVio , whereas Augtiflus was never 
(fil’d ViVus though often Veus before 
his Death, and the Writer of the Aflro- 
mrnicon , as will by and by appear, 
dy’d before Auguftus. 

To fpeak out what I think will not 
be deny’d, Manilius the Author of 
this Poem was young when he wrote 
it, and dy’d youngs and therefore 
cannot be that Manilius Antiochus whom 
Scaliger reckons to be 120, and VoJJb 
its is forced to confefs was 70 years 
of Age about the time Varus was de¬ 
feated by the Germans . The firft part 
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of this Aflertion may be demonftra- 
ted from almoft all the Pages of his 
Book, in which we meet wich many 
things that arc not to be accounted 
for on the Hypothecs of Sixty: He is 
too fierce and fiery for that Age, and 
bounds every Step he takes: In a 
Man of years when we find a warmth 
we feel it to be regular, he never dans, 
his Pace is equal, and feldom varies 
but when his Subject fbrees him to a 
more than ordinary quicknefs., 
Judgment appears all thro and 
a drength well govern d: When k 
rifes he doth not affed to climb but 
to walk, like a fober Traveller, who 
knowing his own force feeks the ealielt 
afeent, when his Ground is uneven, 
or he is oblig’d to take the advantage 
of a PrpfpcSt. But ’tis not fo in 
Youth whofe.Fancies as well as Pap¬ 
ons are impetuous 3 that plcafcs them 
mod which is moll daring, finding 
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they have ftrength they life it to the 
utmoft, and when at lad they fink 
they feem rather worn out, than ti¬ 
red. I cannot compare the Spirit of 
Poetry pode/fing a Youth, of a drong 
generous Imagination and vigorous 
Conditution, to any thing better than 
to a Flame feizing on the Body of a 
Meteor , the whole Mafs blazes, and 
mounts upon a hidden 3 but its 
motion is all the way uneven, and it 
quickly falls in a defpicable Geliy; 
He that looks on the Latin of Manillas 
will fee that I do him no Injury when 
I compare him to this Meteor , for e- 
ven when he is oblig’d to give rules, 
and is ty’d almod to a certain form 
of words, he druo;g;les aomind thofe 
neceiiary Fetters, he reaches after the 
Uronged Metaphors^ ufes the bolded 
Catachrejh , and againd all the rules of 
Decency labours after an objeure Sub- 
W, when he fhould endeavour to be 

plain 
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plain, intelligible and eafy: But as 
foonas he hath room to get loot, 
how wildly doth he rove? he is not 
free but licentious, and drives to err 
greatly. Tis needlefs to produce par¬ 
ticulars, fince they are fo vifible in the 
Prefaces, Fables, and Defections 
thro’ his Books: And upon the whole 
it may be affirm’d, there are fo many 
bolclnejfes fcatter’d thro’ his Poem, and 
fo much of Toyfomnefs juft by them, 
that a Man may read his Youth in 
his writings, as well as his Contem¬ 
poraries could do it in his Face. 
r I would mention and enlarge up¬ 
on his confpicuous Vanity, and from 
thence endeavour to fupport the Judg¬ 
ment I have already pals d 5 but that 
1 confider that fault when it hath once 
poffefs’d a Man is not to be cool’d 
by all the Froft and Snow of Age: 
Yet from the Vanity of Manilitts 1 

think a particular Argument may be 

drawn 
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drawn to prove him to be youna f or 
he had a defign to rival or perfect 
the inimitable Virgil This is evident 
from the Preface to his third Book: 

- 7 (Roman* Gentis Origo , 

Totque Duces Orbis, tot bclla, tot otia, 
et omnis 

In fopuli unius leges ut cefferit Orbis 
Differ tur -- 

For here it is plain he had this migh¬ 
ty project in his head, and after he 
U prepar’d himfelf by this Aftrono- 
mical Poem, rais’d his Fancy and got 
a good turn of Verfe, was rcfolv’d to 
profecute it with his utmoft vigour 3 
he faw the vaftnefs of the defiern 

D 

~ 8 Spatio ?najore cancnda 
Qucvn Ji tafia loquor - 
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Yet he hop’d to live to finifli it, 
though in the beginning of this Poem 
he wifhes for old Age that he might 
compleat the Work he then had in 
hand 5 yet having gone through the 
mod difficult part of it (boner, 
and with more eafe than at hrft he 
thought he fhould have done 3 he fas 
up for new Schemes and thinks he {hall 
have years enough before him pru¬ 
dently to begin, and Strength luccef- 
fully to carry on fo great an Under¬ 
taking. In this very Preface lie rec¬ 
kons up a great many other Subjects 
fit to employ a Poet, but in exprels 
terms lays them all afide. 

Colchida nec refer am , See. 

Non annofa canam , Sec . 

But the (Jfoman Hiftory is in 
Thoughts tho’ he will not begin to 


C 49 ] 

write,, till his greater leifure gives 
him opportunity to do it. 

Thde two Obfervations perfwade 
me, that Mamlius was Young when 
he began this Poem, and that lie 
dy’d Young, and did not live to 
finiffi his defign, or accurately R e - 
vife what he. had written, will I think 
be very evident from what follows : 
It cannot be deny’d, that' this Poet 
had advanc’d very far in his Work, 
whilfh Tiberius was at Qtyodes, for in 
his fourth Book, he gives this Cha- 
radber of that Ifiand : 

9 Virgine fub cafta felix Tcrraque 
Manque , 

F.t ^ hodos y Hofpitium rcBurt Trin- 
el pis Orbem i 

Tuque domus Verb foils , cui tola far 
crata cs, 


9 Lib. 4, v, 7<5r. 

d Cum 
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Qim capem lumen tnagni fub C,ejm 
Uionli. 

Now 1 Tiberius retired to Q^mlcs, 
when C. Aiittjlius and L. (Bulbils , wcic 
Confuls $ he continu’d there Seven 
? - Years, and return’d in the Conful- 
fl,jp of 'f. Ttnicim and f. Alfinius Vi¬ 
rus- and yet in the firft Book we 
meet with the * Oefciiption of die I ro 
digics that appeared before the defeat 
of Varus in Germany which hapnctl 
when Tophus Sabinus and Q. Sulfci- 
us Camcnnus were Confuls , about eight 
years after the Return of Tiberius from 
'(Rhodes: What fliall we fay then? was 
the fourth Book written, and publifh 
before the fir ft ? or would the Poet 
have drain d for that Complement to 
( Tfjndcs after the Vartan Defeat? with 

. Dim Caffius, p- *34- o * PaHmkt ' 
lib. 2 . cap. 99 ‘ 3 1 • v ' °^4- 
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what Propriety could that Illand be 
call’d Hofpitium retttmTmcipisOrbem, 
or with what Truth could it be laid 
to contain the mod glorious Lumina¬ 
ry next to Ce/ar, when that imagin’d 
Star had not for many years been in 
that Horizon, and now fhonc in other 
quarters of the World? No, this had 
been Banter and inexplicable Riddle: 
But if we fuppofe Manilius to have had 
this Work under his hand feverai 
years, to have revis’d it, and added 
what he thought would adorn his Po¬ 
em, -then we can cafily give an ac¬ 
count why his fourth Book fhould 
appear to be eight years younger than 
Ins hrd: A little before Tiberius's re¬ 
turn from Rhodes he wrote his fourth 
Book, after that lie compois’d his 
ffih, and fixth which is now loflg 
then at lcvcral times reviling his 
[Work, and about the time of the Va- 
mn Defeat being upon the end of his 

d 2 Hr It 




[ 5 1 3 . 

fil'd: Book, he added to his dilcouvfc 
of Comets a ihorc Account of thole 
prodigious Meteors that then appear¬ 
ed and which Hiftorians <■ tell us 
were the moll ama/.ing that were 
ever fecn: Soon after this he dyd be¬ 
fore he had corrcftcd the fourth Book, 
as appears from the Chandler winch 
in that Book he gives the Ifland 
(Rhodes, and which his lad and hnilh- 

ina hand could not have left there. 
o 

Thefe Obfervations will help us to 
aive fome tolerable account of theo- 
dier difficulties relating to this Author, 
for to any one who enquires why the 
firfi: Book is more corrcd than the 
reft? why the Impurities of Stile 
the Criticks charge upon him are for 
the moft part pickt out of the four latt 
Books? I would anfwer, we have on- 


4 Dion CaJfuts■> lib. 
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ly the firfi and rude Draughts of them 5 
and that as Poets and Painters are 
faid to be very near ally’d, fo they 
agree in nothing more than they do 
in this, that though in their Scotches 
ire fee the Mafter , yet we may find 
fomething that the Fmijher would cor- 
red; To him who asks why there is 
no mention of this Poet in any of the 
Ancients, I would rejply, That Maul- 
Hits having left an unfinifiht Piece, his 
Family was fludious both of his Cre¬ 
dit and their own, they carefully pre- 
ferv’d the Orphan, but would not ex- 
pofe it: In that Age when Poetry 
was rais’d to its greatefl highth, it had 
argued the utmofl Fondnels or the cx- 
treameft lolly in a Noble Family to 
have publifli’d a crude uncorrcd: Po¬ 
em, and thereby engage their Honors 
to defend it. 

Befides, Augufttis who was infinite¬ 
ly jealous of his reputation 
d 3 


Si 
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(_ Si palpere rccalcitrat undique 

tutus , 

fr/s Horace who knew his Temper 
\ cry well) would not have born the 
too officious Complement of being in- 
solv’d, inllefs the Poem had been as 
correct as Virpih Georgkks, and fit 
for his Genius to infpirc. Lucan after- 
ward !iillcr d for the like Complement, 
though indeed upon a far dillcient ac* 
count: He loll his Life for pretending 
f o be infpir’d by Niro, when he made 
1-'i ter Verfes than the Lmperour him* 
Pdf. his Flatten' to TSlero was too 
jr j< b:, as this of Manihus to Jigiijhu 
had been too little, and a Deled: in 
f U eh Addrelles was as dangerous un¬ 
der the wife, as an Lxccls in them 
veas under the vain Lmperon or 
Oinwc, 

You 
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You are fufficiently tired, I fear, 
with this long Difeourfe about Manili - 
us full of guedes and conjectures, yet 
I cannot difmifs this Subject without 
adding fomething concerning his Qua¬ 
lity, and place of Birth. His Quali¬ 
ty he carries in his name, the Manilij 
being one of the bed: Families in tf{ome y 
which fo often fill’d the Contois 
Chair, and was employ’d in the 
greateft Offices of that Common¬ 
wealth. Indeed fome have affirm’d 
that he was of Servile Condition , and 
being made free, according to Cu- 
ftom, took the name of his Patron : 
But fince I have already prov’d, that 
lie was not the Manilius Antiochus in 
?//;/)', there is no rcafon left for any 
one to fay he was a SlaVe$ he himfelf 
very exprefiy, I think, declares him- 
lelf to be a L{oman born, for in his 
fourth Book he fliews a Concern for 
the Intcrcfls of the L{oman Common- 
d 4 wealth 
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wealth down as low as the Age of 
Hannibal. 

s Speratum Hannibalem noflrls ccci- 
diffc catcihs: 

which he could not with any Propri¬ 
ety have done, had his relation ro 
that State commenc’d lo lately, or 
had his Anceftors had no Interdl in 
the then Lodes or Vidories of <%omc. 
And feeing he was born a (Roman, and of 
die Family of the. Manilij , we may 
farther from fome other Evidences con¬ 
clude that he fprung from a very con- 
fidcrablc, if not one of the nob left 
Branches of it 5 for if we refled that 
tho’ he dy’d young, yet he had been 
well in fir tided in the feveral Hypothe¬ 
ses of the Antient Philofophers, accu¬ 
rately taught the Dodrine of the b>to* 

, , grl -—■ -—- -- 

5 Lib. 4, v. 40 . . , 
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ic(s, led thro’ afl the intricate mazes 
and Subtilties of AJhology , that he was 
acquainted with thcMathematicks^kntw 
•ill the Mythology of the Ancients, and 
had run thro’ the Grcel^ Poets, we flhali 
find in him all the figns of a very li¬ 
beral and coflly Education, and con- 
fequcntly of a confiderable Quality, 
or at lead a great Fortune. But if we 
refled farther that he was converfant at 
Court, and acquainted with the mo- 
difli, and niced Flattery of the Palace, 
that he made his Complements in the 
lame Phrafe that the mod intimate 
and finiflit Courtier ever us’d, we may 
raife another probable Argument 
that his Quality was great: Now this 
[efledioti may be fupported by one 
)bfervation made on the Complement 
•cpays Tiberius when at Q{bodes: He 
files him 6 Mapii Mundi Lumen , tiling 

o J ty 
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the very fa me Word .which we meet 
with in Velleius 'Paterculus, who wrote 
all Court Language, upon the very 
i'.ime occailon. 7 /liter urn %ci[mb\iu 
Lumen is Tiberius , and he rctir d to 
(ftjjodcs, lie Fuhor Juus onentium Jii\r 
mini) l • t’t L> Lies, obfimet tint ns , fip 
that Hidorian. 

As to his place of Birth, fincc v.e 
find him at Tronic when he wrote this 

Poem, 

s Gun " c nit ns cum / rat re Remits Line 
conn! Jit Hr hem : 

and no Author fettles him any where 
die, it may with fomc fhew of P10 - 
liability he concluded, that lie was 
born in that City, in which we an 
certain he both lludcid, and led h- 


1.0. < jm . 8 Ub. 4. 7; 5 - 
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life: But if we confidcr farther that 
lie takes all occafions to fihew his 
refpeLt for that with Zeal he 

mentions thofe extravagant Honours 
which the Flattery ? of" yJJla , and the 
Vanity of her own Citizens had put 
upon her, we (hail find fo much Ve¬ 
neration in his Writings, that it could 
not well rife from any other Spring 
than that Piety which Men of gene¬ 
rous Senfe and Spirit always retain for 
the Places of their Birth. 

To clofe tins Difeourfc, I have 
prov’d this Author was not the ]\Vni~ 
T Antioebus mention’d by Tliny , Nut. 
Hi]}, lib. 3 5. cup. 17. Nor that Mmtili- 
iiHib. 10 .cap. 2. and that both Nojfuis 
Mil Mr. Trijhm are very much miffa- 
hn in their Conjectures. T here rc- 

5 Itali-.l iiimwL quani nrnm :;i txinia li ana 
Initxifnit terns. CiXico.ue i ’’ it j t 

1 ,, 1 A - «^> tJ ‘ 

4 - "<J. 6<yZ. 
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niAins another Manillas whom the 
lame 1 Tliny , commends for his Skill 
in Mathcmaticks 3 this Mathematician 
Scalier thinks to be the fame with the 
Poet, bccaufe he liv’d in the time of 
Jugitftiis, and was converfanc in the 
lame Studies with our Author; Thefe 
I mu ft own are not convincing proofs j 
but as there are no good Arguments 
for, fo there are no Objections again# 
his pretences, and therefore he fill 
Hands faired for the Perfon. 

This Manillas of a Noble Family, 
born hr pottle, and living in the Age 
of AugaflnSy had a liberal Education 
fuitabtc to his Quality and the time 
in which he liv d: his Writings (lieu 
him to be well acquainted with the 
Principles of the fcveral Sects of Philo- 
fophers, but addicted to the Stoic 4 

* Lib. 3 6, cap. 10. 

whole 
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uhofc Hypothecs in all its out-lines 
bears a very near refemblance to fome 
of the Theories that are now in Fa- 
fliion. The Modern Philofophers 
build Worlds according to the Mo¬ 
dels of the Antient Heathens, and Ze- 
no is the Architect. 

The Stoicks Principles were in fliort 
thefe: They fay there is one Infinite, 
Eternal, Almighty Mind/which being 
diffus’d thro’ the whole Univerfe of 
well order’d and regularly difpos’d 
Matter, actuates every part of it, and 
is as it were, the Soul of this vaft Bo¬ 
dy: The Parts of this Body they fay 
ire of two Sorts, the Celejlial , vi.^. the 
Janets and the fixt Stars, and the To- 
cjh'ialj vi%j the Earth, and all the o- 
her Elements about it: The Celefti- 
1 continue ftill the fame without any 
change or Variation 3 but the whole 
ublunary World is not only liable to 

Diffolu- 
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Diflblution, but often hath been, mid i"g fuch and fitch Powers to the Ce- 
fltall apain be dilfolv’d by Fire : I'rom leftial Bodies, as are fufficient andpro- 
this Chaos which, bccaufc it is made per to produce the defign’d Effects: 
by Fire, they call Fire, they fay ano- This Decree thus executed they call 
thcr Syftem would arife, the fevera hate, and upon this Principle their 
particles of it fettling according to that whole Syftem of AJlrology depends: 
refpeftive Weights: Thus the Earth That fome things happen’d in the 
would link loweft, the Water would World which were very unaccountable 
be above that, the Air next, and tin every days Experience taught them ; 
Fire encompafs the other Three: But they leavn’d alio or pretended to have 
bccaufe all the Earthy parts are not t- leam’d from very many accurate, and 
anally rigid, nor equally dilpers’J often repeated Obfervations, that there 
thro’ the Chaos, therefore there wouli « a conftant Agreement between 
be Cavities and Hollows in fome pla- thofe odd unaccountable Accidents and 
ecs lE to receive the Water, and to hi Inch and filch Petitions of the Hea- 
Channcls for Rivers: In other place vcnly Bodies, and therefore conclud- 
Hills and Mountains would rile, and «l that thofe Bodies were concern’d in 
the whole Syftem appear in that very 'We Effefts: Hence they began to 
form and figure which it now boats fade Rules, and to draw their fcat- 
They farther add, that this Infinite w’d Obfervations into an Art; And 
Mind hath made one general decree tbs was tnc State of the Hyjiothe- 
concerning the Government of the “ and Ajkokgyo's che Stoicks, (Iinuft 
lower World, and executes it by give- a| l it lo for diftineSion fake, tho’, 

ing neither 









neither the Hypothecs it felf, nor the 
JJlrology built upon it was invented 
by Zeno , but deliver’d down to him 
and his Scholars by the Chaldeans and 
other Philofophers of the Baft) ’till 
the Greeks ambitious of making it 
appear their own, endeavour’d to e- 
ftablifli fupport and adorn it with 
their Fables,, and by that means made 
that which before feem’d only preca¬ 
rious, (as all Arts which are drawn 
from bare Obfervation and not from 
any fettled Principles in Nature mud 
appear to be) ridiculous Fancies, and 
wild Imaginations: But I do not de- 
fign an Account, nor a defence of 
the AJlrology of the Antients: You 
know, Sir, it hath been fpoken a- 
gainfl: and derided on the one Hand, 
and fupported and applauded on the 
other by Men of great Wit, Judg¬ 
ment, Piety, and Worth: and he 
who fliall take a View of it, will al- 
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ways find enough in it to divert his 
leifure, if not to fatisfie his Curio- 
iity, and raife his Admiration. 

This is the Hypothecs which 'Mani¬ 
llas endeavour d to explain in La¬ 
tin Verfe: Had he liv’d to revife 
j t we had now had a more beau¬ 
tiful and corredt piece 5 he had a Ge¬ 
nius equal to his Undertaking, his 
Fancy was bold and daring, his 
Skill in the Mathematicks great e- 
nough for. his Defign, his Know¬ 
ledge of the Hiftory, and Acquain¬ 
tance with the Mythology of the 
Antients general: As he is now, 
fome of the Criticks place him a- 
mongft the Judicious and Elegant, 
and all allow him to be one of the 
ufeful, inftru&ive, profitable Poets: 
He hints at fome Opinions which 
later Ages have thought fit to glo- 

e ry 
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ry in as their own Difcoveries. Thus 
he defends the Fluidity of the Hea¬ 
vens againft the Hypothecs of Aijk 

tie* 

He afferts that the fixed Stars are 
not all in the fame concave Superfi¬ 
cies df the Heavens, and equally di- 
ftant from the Center of the World: 
He maintains that they ate all of the 
fame Natufe and Subftancc with the 
Sun , and that cadi of them hath a 
particular Vortex of his bwnj and 
laflly he affirms that ‘the Milkie Way 
is only the undiftingUifh’d Lullre oi 
a great many fmall Stars, which the 
Moderns now fee to be fuch, thro’ 
the Glafs of GaiiUo : In fhort, we 
do not give him too great a Cha¬ 
racter, when we fay he is one of the 
moll difeerning Thlbfopkrs that An¬ 
tiquity can (hew. 


In 
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In my Verfion I have ent,< avoir- 
to render this Author ir dlim- 
and ealie, and therefore have 
n lometimes forc’d to take a, lar- 
Compafs than a ftritft Tr lh- 
1 would allow 5 and have ad- 
iome Notes to make him Vs 
cure : Amongft thofe Notes v 
I find one relating to the Tl. <- 
of the Earth, which I mull de\ 
to lay afide, it beinj 

ucn and printed f eve ral years 
», and before I had well confi- 
cd the weak unphilofophical Prin¬ 
ts, and pernicious Conlccuences 
that vain Hypothecs. i 

T Tr’ , Sif ’ ^ near 

tnd of tins long Letter, give me 

'■e to tell yo„, that I have not tired 

1 nair fo much, as at full. I , i<.„ 

e 2 
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f'S dition of his Works, which I 

r%ru^°ci 

f om whom/have long ex^ 

■rf?t frees me from that trouble, and 

obliges the World with his own Ob- 
fervations. 


AJJ-SouU, Ofto* 
»=>'/’• 9 ^* 


I am 

Your Humble Servant, 

T. C. 


CO 


MANILIUS. 


The Firft Book. 

After a fhort Account of his Defign, and a com¬ 
plement al Add refs to AuguBus, he begins , 
i. With the Rife and Progrefs of Aflronomy, 
ml other Arts : i. Difcourfeth of the fe¬ 
deral Opinions concerning the Beginning of 
the World: 3. Defer lies the Order of it : 

/j. Proves the Earth to be the Centre of the 
World: 5. Proves it to be round: 6. Af¬ 
fects the Soul of the World: 7. Reckons 

up the Signs of the Aodiack: 8. Deferibes 

the Axis: y. The Northern Conjlellations: 
10. The Conjlellations between the Tropicks 
and the South-pole: 11. Explains the Fi¬ 

gures of the Conjlellations: 1 2. Ajf 'erts Pro¬ 
vidence againfl Epicurus: 13. Difcovers the 
Bignefs of the World: 14. Treats of the mo¬ 
vable and immovable Circles .* 15*. Makes a 
long defeription of the Milky-way: 16. Rec¬ 
kons up the Planets: 17. Difcourfeth of 
Omits and Meteors> and concludes that they 
prefage. 


B 
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MAHILIVS. 


Book I. 


fix $nb)ett 
of the Po¬ 
em. 


Vie Invo¬ 
cation. 


S Tars etnfehm of our Fates and Arts ‘Dimt, 
The wondrous work of Htavttt s fitft wife 

In nmnero d us fi r"r/« I boldly lull inclofe> 

Too biob a Subject, and too gnat for Profs. 

At what the An-cients with a wild amaze 
And ignorant wonder were content to gaz,e, 

Mv Verfe brings down from Heav’n, defign d to 
Celeftial fecrets to the World below: ((how 

What yet the Mufes Groves ne’er heard, ing, 
And bring unufual offerings to their fpring. 
Rome's Prince and father. Thou whofe Wide com- 

With aw full fway is ftretcht o’er Sea and Land, 
Whodoft deferve that Heaver 1 thy Love beftowd 
On thy great Father , Thou thy felt a Go ^ 

Now give me Courage, make my Fancy ftrong, 
And yield me vigour for fo great a Song. 

A N Jr doth the World this curious fearch refute, 
It kindly courts the daring of my Mule, 

And will be known ; whilft You ferenely reign, 

Inftrudt our Labour, and reward our Pain. 

Wings raifemy Feet, I’m pleas d to mom on high 
Trace all the Mazes of the liquid Sky, 

Their various turnings, and their whirls declare, 
And live in the vaft regions of the Air: 

I’ll know the Stars, which yet alone to ga 
Is knowledge mean, unequaltothe: Pair , 

For doubts refolv’d it no delight afford , . 

But fills foft empty heads w i tl ^ adln Sj r ° e r c d e S f : 
I’ll fearch the Depths, the moft remote recels, 
And flying Nature to Confeflion prels •, , 
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I’ll find what Sign and Conftellation rule. 

And make the difference ’twixt the Wife and Fool; 

My Verfe fhall fing what various A/pea reigns 
When Kings are doom’d to Crowns and Slaves to 
Chains. (doom. 

I’ll turn Fate’s Books, there reade proud Parthids 
And fee the fure Eternity of Rome. 

Two Temples rais’d with facred Incenfe fliine, £>>£*■ 

I bow at Nature's and the Mufes fhrine •, . cul V' 

Both aids I need, for double Cares do throng, 

And fill my Thoughtj the Subjttt and the Song: 

And whilft I’m bound to Verfe with Orbs immenfe 
The World rouls round me, and diffracts my fenfe; 

Vaftis my Theme , yet unconceivd , and brings 
Untoward words fcarce loofned from the Things. 

Who firft below thefe wondrous fecrets knew ? 

Who ftole that knowledge which the World with- 
Whofe foaring mind thofe Airy mazes trod (drew ? 

And fpight of Heaven defir’d to feem a God 1 
Open the Skies, and teach how Stars obey. 

And run their race as Nature marks the way, 

Their Power and Influence, what dire&s their 
Courfe (force. 

What whirls them round, and what confines their 
Firft Mercury difclos’d thefe myfteries, 1. 

By Him we view the Jn/ide of the Skies, Tfo Rife 

And know the Stars, and now Mankind admires P J°‘ 
The Power , not onely Luftre of their Fires i ftmomv 

By Him all know how great, how juft and wife* 

And good is the Contriver of the Skies; 

At whofe Command the Stars in order met, 

Who times appointed when to rife and fet •, 

That Heaven's great fecrets may lie hid no more, 

And Man infi rutted gratefully Adore. 

B z Nature 
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m«n difclos’d her felf, and from her Springs 
Pure ftreams dcriv d o’erflow’d the Minds of W 
Kincs next to Heaven, who o er thtEafi did fway, 
Wlierefwift Berate, cuts his rapid way (iloiei 
Where * Nile o'eriiows, and whence the Whir rc- 
The Dav to Us, and padingburns the Moors, (ployd 
And next o’er Pm/r, whole conftant Cares cm- 
In publick fervicc did obleige the God, 

His Pre fence did their holy minds infpire 
With facred flames, and rais'd their fancies higher, 
Tibv degrees to due perfeftion wrought 
He made himfelf the ObjeSi of their thought: 

Such were thofe wondrous Men who firft from fit 
LooktUP and faw Bates hanging at each Star: 
Their thoughts extended did at once ccompnfe 
Ten thoufand revolutions of the Skies, 

They markt the Influence, and obferv d the flower 
Of every Sitn. and every fatal Hour -, 

What Temper! they bellow'd, what Bortarn _gav , 
And who was doom’d a King, who born a Slave; 
How Afptfh vary, and their change creates, 

And all were fixt whence firft their Race begun, 
What Hints Experience did to fearch impar 
'Thov ioin’d, and Obfervation grew to Art\ 

Thus Rules were fram’d, for by Example i iown 
They *knew 'what m„ld be, from what had k 

Thcvfaw the Stars their cmflant Round maintain 
Perform their Courfe, and then return again j 
They on their Afpetts faw the Fates atten , 

Their change on their Vartety depend •, 
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And thence they fixt unalterable Laws, 

Settling the fame EfFeft on the fame Caufe,' 

Before that time Ufe was an artlefs State 
OfReafon void, and thoughtlefs in debate: 

Nature lay hid in deepeft Night below. 

None knew her wonders , and none car’d to know: 
Upward men look, they faw the circling light. 
Pleas’d with the Fires, and wondred at the fight: 
The5«w, when Night came on, withdrawn, they, 
griev’d, 

A,$<W, and joy’d next Morn when He reviv’d •, 

But why the Nights grow long or fliort, the Day 
Is chang’d, and the Shades vary with the Ray, 

Shorter at his approach, and longer grown 
At his remove, the Caufes were unknown ; 

Fo tfEit lay unimprov’d, the defart plains 
Wercunmanur’d, nor fed the idle Swains: 

Evn Gold dwelt fafe in Hills, and none refign’d 
Their lives to Seas or willies to the Wind \ 

Confin’d their fearch, they knew themfelvcs alonej 
And thought that onely worthy to be known : 

But when long time the Wretches thoughts refin’d. 
When Want had fet an edge upon their Mind •, 

When Men encteaft, and Want did boldly prefs, 

And forc’d them to be witty for redrefs (ploy’d. 
Then various Cares their working thoughts em- 
And that which each invented all enjoy’d, (grounds. 
Then Corn firft grew, then Fruit enricht the 
And barbarous noife was firft confin’d to founds: 
through Seas unknown the Sailer then was hurl’d. 

And gainfull Traffick joyn’d the diftant World; 

Then Arts of War were found, and Arts of Peace , 
trVfe is always fr nit full in encreafe. 


Nevy 
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New hints from fettled Arts Experience 
lnftruas our Labour, and rewards our Pains: 

Thus into many Streams one Spring divides. 

And through the Valleys rouls refrefhmg Tides. 

But thefe were little things compar’d, they knew 
Thcwfo of Birds, in Entrails Fates r could view; 
Burft Snakes with charms, and in a Bullock s bloud, 
See Rage appeas’d, or fear an angry God. 

They call’d up Ghofis, moy’d deepeft HeMhe Sun 
Could flop, and force a Night upon his Noon •, 
Then make him rife at Night, for all fubtmt 
To conftant Indufiry , and piercing \frtt. 

Nor ftopt they here, unwearied Indultry 
Rofc boldly up and mounted .through the Sky, 

Saw all that could be fecn, viewd Nature s Laws, 
And young Effedts ftill lying in their Caufe. 

What wings the Lightning , why from watry Clod 
The Thunder breaks, and roars the wrath of Gods. 
What raifeth Storms, what makes the Winds to blow, 
Why Summer’s Hail’s more ftiff ttonfTwror sSnow: 
What fires Earth’s Entrails,what doth M? the Ball, 
Whv Tempefts rattle, and why Raw doth tall: 

All this (he view’d, and did their modes explain, 
And taught us to admire no more in vain. 
/Lwawasdifarm’d, mad 
And Cltuds and rafon thtmdred infteadof Jm. 
Thefe tilings explain’d, their hidden CM 

TheAtaTgrcw ftrong, and ventur’d boldly om 
For rais’d fo high, from that convenient rife 
She took her flight, and quickly reacht the Skies, 
To every Cenft citation Shapes and Names 
Aflign’d, and markt them out their properframes 

The 
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Then view’d their Courfe, and faw the Orbs were 
mov’d 

As Heaven did guide, and as the World approv’d \ 
That Chance was baffled whilft their Whirls create 
The interchang’d Variety of Fate. 

This is my Theme , ne’er yet in Numbers wrought, 
Affift me. Fortune , and improve my thought 
Equal my Mind to my vaft task y prolong 
My life in eafe, finooth as my flowing Song * 

That while my Mufc is working o’er the Heap, 

And forms this Chaos to a pleafing fhape, 

I may with equal care, and equal heat, 

Declare the Little and difclofe the Great. 

But now fince Fate and Verfe do joyiuly flow 
From Heaven , and both rule equally below. 

Firft let my Mufe whole Nature’s Face defign, 

Its Figure draw, and finifli every Line. 

Whether from Seed it ne’er 3 began to be. 

Secure from Fate , and from Corruption free *, 

Knew no Beginning , and no Ending fears, 

But was, and will be, as it now appears. 

Or huddled 4 Chaos by a wondrous Birth 
Arche the vaft Sky and fixt the folid Earth *, 

And when this fhining World once rais’d its Head 
To Shades Infernal banifht Darknefs fled. 

Or whether unfeen I Atoms blindly thrown 
Compos’d it, and as Years whirle nimbly on. 

It mult diflolve, and as it firft was wrought 
From almoft Nothing, fall to almoft Nought. 

Or rofe from working 6 Fire’s enlivening Rays, > 
Which form Heaven’s Eyes, and live in every Mafs,^ 
^Thunder roar, and in the Lightning blaze. > 


II. 

Different 
Opinions n- 
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ginning of 
the World. 
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Or whether 7 Water which combines the Frame 
Compos’d, and keeps it from the loofnmg Flame. 
Or whether ^ Watcr^ Air^ «ind Finnic and Earth 
Knew no beginning, no fir(l feeds of Birth 
But fir ft in Being from themfelves arofe, 

And as four Members the vatl God compote •, (Dry, | 
In which Thin, Thick, Hot, Cold, and Moift and | 
For mutual Actions mutual parts fupply. 

From whofe agreeing difagreementfprings, 

The numerous odd Variety of T lungs. 

Thefe Qualities to aft provoke the Seed, 

Make Vital Elements and Bodies breed, 
nr What ’twas at firft, and whence the All began 
The Order Is doubted, and the Doubt too deep for Man •, 

A the And let it be, but whencefoe’er it came 
Frame. j ts p ace j s certain, 'tis an order'd Frame. 


Upward the 9 Flame on aftive Pinions fled, 

To Heaven’s high Arch it rais’d its Aiming Head, 
There ftopt as weary grown, and round the Frame 
For Nature’s Bullwark roll’d a Wall of Flame. 
Then liquid Air fpread through the empty fpace 
Lefs light and aftive took the fecond place. 

But next the Flame the lighteft parts nlpirc 
To wafte themfelves, and feed the greedy Fire. 
The heavyer Water makes an humbler Claim, 

And lies the third in order in the Frame •, 

That Vapours riling may, like Seed, repair 
What Fire deftroys, and feed decaying Air: 
Weight fank round Earth to the remotelt place, ) 
And floating Sand in clinging Mud’s embrace \ 
Stuck fait, whilft Seat fqueez’d out flow’d o erthet 
IMsls i 

As thofe grew limpid, and diffus’d the Waves, 

T hrough fpacious Hollows and defending Caves 

\4 * » * 
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Rocks ftarted forth, their Heads the Mountains 
And Earth furrounded by the Floudappear'd.(rear’dj 
Lowell of all, and in the miditit lies , . . 

Compafs’d by Seas, and cover’d by the Skies. 

The Place doth fix it, for ftill riling higher 
The other Elements equally retire, 

And*that by falling (tops its farther fall, 

And hangs the midfi and loweft of them all, 

Its parts to one fixe point prefs jointly down, 

And meet, and Hop each other from moving on. 

For did not Earth hang midft the airy fpace, IV. 
How could the Sun perform his conftant race ? The Earth 
Drive on the Day, fall headlong down the Well, l, etin the 
Force up the Stars, and rife again at Ealt? World* 

How could the Moon her ufual Round maintain. 

Rife, fet, and rife near the fame point again ? 

Or He that leads the Stars at Night return 
To Ealt again, and ulher forth the Morn ? 

But fince Earth did not to a Bottom fall, 

But hangs, and yielding Air furrounds the Ball, 

The tvay is open, and no Hop to force 
The Stars return, or to impede their courfe. 

For who can think that when the 1 ° Sun doth rife 
He’s born anew, or when He fets He dies ? 

That when one Day He hath difplay’d his Light 
His Race is finilhr, and goes out at N ight ? 

Since He the fame doth every Morn appear, 

And as He drives a Day He whirls a Tear. 

From the fame Eaft He comes with equal pace, ) ’ 

To the fame Weft He Hill direfts his RaceV 
And not one Change is feen in Nature’s Face. , 

Tile fame Moon Ihines, and at a certain Day, 

Her light encreafes, and Her Horns decay. 


The 
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The track Ihe made Nature doth ftill purfue, 

Nor like a Novice wanders in a new. 

Thcebtu ftill warms thofe ligns where firlt he Inone, 
And Dav goes round with one eternal Sun. 

Thus prov’d: bccaufe by juft Degrees the Hours 
In different Countries are the fame with Ours. 

The Eafiern Nations view the riling Fires 
Whilft Night ffiades us, and lazily retires. 

And as to diftant Weft we nimbly run 

That ftill removes, nor can we reach the bun. 

No Eaft begins , no Weft his race doth bound , 

But he drives on in one continued Round. 

Nor is it wondrous that one fmglc KvW 
Should ban?, lincc’tis the Nature of the All. 

No prop Supports, but as their motions prove, 
The whole World bangs, and all that whirls above. 
The Sun doth drive his Race through yielding 
Skies 

Wheel round the liquid Bound, and fet and rife. 
Through Atber, Moon and Stars direft their Race,) 
Like thefe Earth unfupported keeps its place > 
Though no fixt Bottom props the weighty Mats- . ) 
V. Well then, the Earth hangs midft the yielding) 
The Earth Not ftretclit into a Plain, but every where (Air> 
is round. j c r jf es an d declines into a Sphere. > 

In other Parts this Figure Nature drew. 

The Sun and Stars, if we exaftly view. 

Seem round, the Moon is vary’d every Night 
Nor with an equal Face receives her Brothers 

This proves her round fince different rays adorn. 
Now lhape, now bend, now fill her borrow d Horn. 

This Form’s Eternal and may juftly claim 
A Godlike Nature, all its parts the fame^ 
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Alike and equal to its felf ’tis found, 

No End’s and no Beginning in a Round. 

Nought can moleft its Being nought controul. 

And this enobles and confines the Whole. 

Hence every Countrey fees not every Sign,. Firfl Argu- 

What Sailer views the bright 1 1 Canopus fliine went. 

O’er Egypt's Shores, and when its Rays appear 
Who lees the little Circles of the Bear } 

For Earth ftill riling to a Round denies, 

A larger Scene, and bounds our feeble Eyes. (Night 
This Truth the 11 Moon confirms when deep in Second Ar- 
Earth interpofes, and diverts her Light, gment. 

She doth not all the World at once furprize, 

But now feems dark to thefe, now other Eyes. 

The Eafiern Parts firft view her darkned Face, 

Then o’er the South ffie rolls her broken Rays •, 

And then ftill preft by the obfeuring ftade. 

She hears the Wefiern Brafs refounding to her Aid. 

Now if the Earth were flat the darkned Moon 
Would feem to all Eclypft as well as one. 

At once prefenting to the common view 
Her gloomy looks, and prove this fancy true. 

But fince its Figure’s round, dim Cynthia's beams 
By juft degrees mult vifit the Extremes*, 

Not all at once; Ihe muft divide the Skies, 

And while ihe fets to feme, to others rife. 

For in the mighty Concave whirl’d above 
She rifing muft, and mull declining move*, 

Now climb this rifing, and her Glories (how, 

Then fink again, and fcatter Beams below. 

This proves (nor lhall the fubtleft Wits efcape 
Thefe twining Reafons) the difputed Shape. 

By various Animals this Globe’s pofieft, 

The Common Houfe of Man, of Bird, and Beall ^ 

The 
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The Northern 1 3 parts rife high, the South*,, faU 
Beneath our Fee, the Adverfe of the Ball. 

Yet as it lies its furface feemsa Elat, 

Though falfe, its bignefs doth improve the Cheat, 
And take the Roitndnefs off, though every where 
It rifethand declines into>a Sphere. (drawn 

Hence when with fetting Beams the Sun with- 
Beholds our Tafi, they fee the Morning dawn; 

And when their Toils He with his Light reftores, 
Sleep fits on Us, and gently eafeth 9 l J rs ; (Wjvej 
vi The Sen ! 4 runs round, and with its circling 
God the The Floitd at once divides, and joyns the Halves. 

Soul of the To this vaft Frame in which four parts confpire 
World. of different form, Air, Water, Earth and Fire, 
United 1 S God the World’s Almighty Soul 
Bv fecret methods rules and guides the Whole •, 

Bv unfeen palfes He himfelfconveys 
Through all the Mafs, and every part obeys. 

To proper Patients He kind Agents brings 
In various Leagues binds difagreeing Things. 
Makes fome Powers aft, and fome receive their 

And thus whilft Nature keeps her Vital Courfe, 
Though different Powers the feveral Things divide, 
The World feems One , and all its parts ally d. 
VII. Now Cancellations^ Mufe, and Signs relicarie, 

The sign, i n order, let them fparkle in thy Verfe. 
o) the zo~ 'j'j 10 fe which obliquely bound the burning Zone, 

^ And bear the Summer and the Winter Sun, 

Thofe firft: then thofe which roll a different way 
From Weft: nor Heaven’s Diurnal whirl obey: 
Which Nights ferene clifclofe, and which create 
The fteddy Rules, and fix the Laws ol Fate. 

Firft 
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Firft Aries, glorious in his Golden Wool, 

Looks back, and wonders at the mighty Bull, 

VVhofe back-parts firft appear: He bending lies 
With threatning Head, and calls the Twins to rife, 

They clafp for fear, and mutually embrace j 
And next the Twins with an unfteady pace 
Bright Cancer rolls: Then Leo fhakes his Mane: 

And following Virgo calms his Rage again: 

Then Day and Night are weigh’d in Libra's Scales, 

Equal a while, at laft the Night prevails. 

And longer grown the heavyer Scale inclines 
And draws bright Scorpio from the Winter Signs: 

Him Centaur follows with an aiming Eye 
His Bow full drawn and ready to let fly: 

Next narrow Horns the twifted Caper fiiows, 

And from Aquarius Urn a floud overflows. 

Near their lov’d Waves cold Pifces take their Seat, 

With Aries joyn and make the Round compleat. 

Now view the point where turn the fiiining Bears , Vllf . 
And from their height look down on other Stars. The Axis. 
Which never fet but onely change their Sites 
To the fame point ^ and whirl the meaner Lights ■, 

Thither the Jxis runs, whofe adverfe Poles 
Bears the poiz’d World, and Heaven about it rolls ■, 

No folid fubftance that the weight might bear 
But an imagin'd Line ftretcht through the Air} 

Begun from either Pole the Line extends 
Earth's Centre through, and in the other ends. 

For fince the frame turns round, that fancy’d Line 
Which cuts the middle, too minutely thin 
By turning round it felf to meafure fpace, 

Butftill confin’d to one imagin’d place, 

(s 
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7 he great 
Bear . 


The little 
Bear. 


The Ser¬ 
pent. 
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Bookl, 


Hercules. 


At' unis. 


Is call’d the Axis ', caufe unapt to move j 

It fees Stars whirl, the (hining Planets rove, V 
And fwiftly meafure the vaft fpace above. ) 
Pixt near the Pole appear thofe friendly Stars 
Well known to wretched greedy Mariners; 

Which guide their Sails, and which direft their Oars, 
When mad for gain they fly to foreign Shores. 

( Whilft Heaven it felf befriends their Avarice, 
What Pleas may wretched Mortals make for Vice?) 
Seven equal Stars adorn the greater Bear } 

Which meafure larger Circles of the Sphere, V 
And teach the Grecian Sailers how to lteer. ) 

The fmaller Bear, though lefs in fize and light 
In narrower Circles (he coftimands the Night, 

Yet Tyre prefers, for through the Ocean toft 
They fail by her and find the foreign Coait; 
There ftand not front to front, but each doth view 

The others Tayl, purfu’d as they purfne. 

Betwixt and round thefe two the Serpent twines, 
At once divides, and to their.place confines; 
Secure fronv meeting they’re diltinftly roll d. 

Nor leave their Seats, and pafs the dreadfull toldt 
Thefe keep the Vertex , but betwixt the Bear 
And (hining Zodiack. -where-the Planets Err, 

A Thoufand Figur’d Conftellations roll, 

Some near the Zodiack, fomc plac’d near the Poe: 
Whole differing Powers by tempering Skies coin* 
Make Seafons fruitfully and refrefh Mankind, (bin 
Firft near the North, as coilfcious of his (name 
A Confiellation kneels without a Name; 

And next Bootes conics, whole order d Beams 
P re lent a Figure driving Of his Teams. 

Below his Girdle, near his Knees, He bears 
• The bright Artturnt, faireft of the Stars. 
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Behind his Back the radiant Crown is view’d. The Crown. 
And Alines with Stars of different magnitude *, 

One plac’d i’th’ front above the reft difplays 
A vigorous light, and darts furprizing rays. 

This fhone fine eThefesu firft his faith betray’d, 

The Monument of the forfaken Maid. 

Nor far from thefe diftended Lyra lies, The Harp. 

Well ftrung, the founding glory of the Skies. 

This Orpheus ftruck when with his wondrous Song 
He charm’d the Woods, and drew the Rocks along ■, 

When Hell obey’d,, when Death refign’d her Chain, 

And loos’d his dear Eurydice again •, 

This gain’d it Heaven, and ftill its force appears, 

As then the Rocks it now draws on the Stars. 

The Planets dance, and to the tunefull found 
The Heaven confents, and moves the fatal Round. 

Next Ophiuchtu ftrides the mighty Snake, Ophiu- 

Untwifts his winding Folds, and fmooths his Back, cllu5. 
Extends its Bulk, and o’er the flippery Scale 
His wide ftretcht Hands on either fide prevail: 

The Snake turns back his Head, and feems to rage, 

That War muft laft where equal Powers engage. 

Next view the Swan, whom Jove advanc’d above, n )e smn. 
That Form’s reward by which He caught his Love. 

When flirouded in the fair deceitful) fliape, 

He cheated trufting Leda to a Rape: (Skies. 

Now grac’d with Stars his Wings ftretcht o’er the 
And next the Swan the fhining Arrow flies: The Arrow. 

The towring Eagle next doth boldly foar, The Eagle. 

As if the thunder in his Claws he bore: 


He’s worthy Jove, fince He, a Bird, fupplies 
The Heaven with facred Bolts, and arms the Skies. 
Next rais’d from Seas the Dolphin's Tail appears, 

The Glory of the Floud and of the Stars. 

1 Whom 


The Doh 
phin. 
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Thl Tri- 
nngle. 


Ccplieus N 
and CafTi- Her 
opcu. She f 


whom while the Horfe (one radiant Star doth grace 
^ ' His generous Breaft) purfues with eager pace, 

His Legs before, as running. He extends, 

Andromc- But clos’d in fair Andromeda he . . 

da. Her Per fern joyns, her boot 

Perfcus. Pr0lK i of the weight, and mixes with her Stars. 

Five fplendid Stars in its unequal Frame 
^ • r^thntnn hears and from the fhape a Name •, 

%,!" But there that grace the Mes dim Light difplay 
And yield unto the Baft brighter Ray* 
r t Next with her Cephtus Cafliopeta Alines, 

Sam. Her pollute &d, andm . ou . r, ;* a, J 1 h on 6 n ( J | |^TWc’ 
°P‘“- She lees her Dough,,r chain d, the tolhng T 
The Monitor fpout, and curfes her old Pride, 

She fears that P'rfem will inconftant prove, 

And now in Heaven forget his former Love; 

But He attends, and bears the Gorgon s head, 

.' ssssnsi* 

ST Whofe skill conferr’d his Honour and his N*s, 
Art creat Jove admir’d, when nrlt he drove 
Sfs rauling cirr, and fixe the Youth above, 

71bo Hoedi. H Next fto^rny HoOi -thine whichi flint the Mam, 
And ftoo the Sailers hot purfuit ot gain. 
no 0,0,. Then Ihfncs the Goo, whofe BrutiniDuggs Inpp.y 1 
The Infant 7 ove< and nurft his growing bride. 
From that wild Food He did to Hcavcnafpite 
Fierce Thunder throw, and dart the b aftmg Fire, 
Then mindful! of her Care the gratefull God 
Repaid her with thofe Skies which flic beltow d. 
n, Weis- Then Thhdo, and WwAt appear, 
dcs and The fad Companions of the turning Ye ^- 
Hyades. Born by t he Bull they lead they Tetnpefts for , 

And clofe the Conjl.lUuon, of the North. ^ 


Hcnio- 

clius. 


Jhe Hoedi. 


The Pleia¬ 
des and 
Hyades. 
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Farewell cold North , thy Ice bennms my Mufe, 
i liy from Thee, and warmer Regions chufe *, 

Ikrwixt the Trepaks of the Traveling Sun, 
i’ll trace the Signs that burn the torrid Zone, 

Then pafs thofe bounds and view the Stars that roll 
Between cold Caper and the lower Pole. 

Fi 1 fl next the Twins , fee great Orion rife, , Orion. 
His Acmes extended ftretch o’er half the Skies: 

His (hide as large, and with a ftately pace 
He inarches on, and ineafures a vaftfpace. 

On each broad Shoulder a bright Star’s difplay’d, 

And three obliquely grace his hanging Blade. 

In iiis vail Head immerft in boundlefs fpheres 
Tnrce Stars L Is bright, but yet as great, he bears. 

Bu: farther off remov’d, their Splendor’s loft, 

Thus grac’d and arm’d He leads the Starry Hoft. 

Next barks the Dog , and from his Nature flow The Dog. 
The moft afflicting Powers that rule below, S;ttr > 

Him burns his Rife , Frofl chills his fetting Beatns 7 
And vex the World with oppofite Extremes. 


keeps his Courfe, nor from the Sun retreats, 
ow bringing Froft, and now encreaflng Heats : 
iiofc that from Taurus view this riling Star, ) 
mfs thence the following ftate of Peace andC 
War, f 

faith, Plagues, a fruitfull or a barren Year, j 
c makes flirill Trumpets found, and frightens 
hen calms and binds up Iron War in Eafe. (Peace, 
she determines, fo the Caufes draw, 
i s/lfpitt is the World’s fupremeft Law. 
his Power proceeds from the vaft Orb He runs, 
is Hrightnefs equals or exceeds the Sun’s, 
it far remov'd he through the diftant fpace 
^rts feeble fplcndour from his Azure face. 



Yet 
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Yet others He excells, no fairer Light 
Afcends the Skies, none fets fo clear a bright. 

Vrocson view, and next the nimble Hare, 

Then Argo tailing through thc 1 y-jes 

Argo. Advanc’d from all the Dangers ■» 

Which hr It fllc 'J\lw foe luks the Flouds, 

_ . rinfe bv the Serpent fpreads whole winding 

ssr 

i'sr:ss;»ri 

»■*- c S;S£SS3iS« 

Wten Earth-born G iants did the Sk.cs nmde, 
The Mir Gods implot’d the greater s Aid , 

His Power Jove doubted when he view’d from fat 

And lighted Stars approaching Mountains (led 1 , 

SteasgSKr 1 

E’er this no Danger andI no fear ivas kno vn, 
And wanton Jove fate id^ m his Throne. d 
But left feme greater Power .1 oft eaw “e t ? 
His Mind to doubt) iliould yield the Re 
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He rais’d this Altar, and the Form appears 
With lnccnfe loaded, and adorn’d with Stars. 

Next on his Belly iloats the mighty Whale the Whale. 

He rvvifts his Back, and rears his threatning Tail *, 

He I pouts the Tide, and cuts the foaming Way, 

Wide gapes his Mouth, as eager on his Prey ; 

Snrli on Andro/ncde He rulht, anil bore 
The troubled Waves beyond their ufual fhorc. 

Next Swims the Southern Fifli , which bears a The Son* 
Name ihernFif, 

From the South-wind, and fpreads a feeble Flame. 

To him the blonds in fpacious windings turn, TheFlonJt . 

One Fountain Hows from cold Aquarius Urn •, 

And meets the other where they joyn their Streams 
One Chanel keep, and mix the Starry Beams. 

Betwixt th’ hclyptick, and the latent Bears y' 

Whofc creaking Axis turns the rolling Spheres, > 

Thole lhanger Skies are painted with thefe Stars .)j 
Which ancient Artifts in their wondrous Lines 
Tranfmit to Fame, and call the Southern Signs. 

The other part lies hid, the vaft abode 
Of unknown Nations, by our Feet untrod. 

From the fume Sun they take their common Light,> ’ 

But different Shades: in an inverted fite, (right. > 

Their Signs o’th’ left Hand fet, and rife o’th’V 
Their Skies as large, their Stars as fplendid run, 

Equal i’th’ ref, but are excell’d by One , 

By CafaA s Star which dorh o’er us prefide, 

Earth’s prefent joy, and Heaven’s future pride. 

For that the lower Pole refemblance bears The Son* 

To this Above, and fliines with equal Stars •, diem Foie. 

With Bears averfe , round which the Draco twines, 

At once divides them, and at once confines, 


The Son* 
them Foie- 


That 
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'f'inf fVif re is many Cotiftcll^tiom mo\ c> 
ut nsSd eve itoM What we find above. 

For Fancy, which decaying Scnfcftipphes, > 

xl 

Jlr„ in different Placcl fo c^plctcj. the* ? o 

2S1E- «' Kfe W* “ m p° fc , l ^ c Frarac! - 

liJ. Not , all uniimiJ Flames. 

FoV hen w S nmuld fee the W«U expite, 

sssgr 
s «“E‘ s sSs."S-'"> 

S%£S“» 

T Lrr the high the middle the extremes. 

thofe parts that lie objcur'd between, 

And whilft the vulgar fly, L efs. 

Nor lofe their Light, 9 rhev ftill purfct 

Yet thefe ftill keep one Courfe, Ta j js 

5;s; , KiS.».sS S s» a ' 

Than all the other wonders of the Sat , 
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That fucli unwieldy frames their figns fliould draw, 
As mov’d by Reafon , and confin’d by 
No change ip diftance nor in flte appear, 

Though great their Number, long the rolling year. 

A moft convincing Reafon drawn from Senfc, 
That this vaft Frame is mov’d by Providence. 

Which like the Soul doth every Whirl advance \ 
Itmuft be God, nor was it made by Chance } 

As Epicurus dreamt, He madly thought 
This beauteous Frame of heedlefs Atoms wrought, 
That Seas and Earth, the Scars and fpacious Air 
Which forms New Worlds, or doth the Old repair, 
Firft rofe from thefe, and ftill fupply’d remain, ^ 
And All mufl: be, when Chance lhall break the> 
Dillblv’d to thefe wild Principles again. < Chain,>, 
Abfurd and Nonfenfe! Atheifl ufe thine Eyes, 

And having view’d the order of the Skies, 

Think, if Thoucanft, that Matter blindly hurld, 
Without a Guide fliould frame this wondrous World. 

But did Chance make, and Chance ftill rule the 
Why do the Signs in conftant order roll ? (Whole 
Obferve fet Times to fliut and open Day, 

Normeet, and juftle, and miftake their Way? 
Perform their Courfe as if by Laws confin’d, 

None haften on, and leave the reft behind. 

Why every Day doth the difeovering Flame, 
how the fame World, and leave it ftill the fame f 
’en then when 17 Troy was by the Greeks o’er- 
he Bear oppos’d to bright Orion fhone ^ (thrown, 
he near the Pole in narrow Rounds did move, 
e fac’d her then, and meafur’d the vaft fpace above. 
And e’en at Night when Time in fecret flies, 
nd veils hirafelf in Shades from humane Eyes * 

C 3 They 
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Thev bv the Signs could know how 6ft He lied, 

Anri in rhe Skies the hafty Minutes rend. 

How ninny Towns have fall'n,whatvvell«hudtSi,lies, 

Since Troy, have funk below epprefling Fates . 

How many Times hath fporting Fortune hut Id 
The Chance of Rule and Slavery t hrough the W orld. 
How hath flic now reverft Troy's ancient oon , 

And built her Relicks greater up in Rome . 

Reviv’d old Ilium doth new Spoy Is enjoy. 

And Greece now bends beneath the Fate oi / roy. 
Why fhould 1 count how oft the Earth hath mournd 
The Sun’s retreat, and fmil d when he re ur 
How oft he doth his variousCourfcdividc 
’Twixt Winters Nakcdnefs and | f J,j pjj 

All Mortal Things muft change, rhe fru tf U I- , 
AsSeafons turn, fcarce knows her kll -gain, 

Such various forms flic bears: large Empna leo 
Pur off their former Face, and take * , . n 

Yet TifctlicW orld. imd free from.Ctangr tokU, 
No Years encrcafc it, and no Years oa • » 

Its Courfc it urges on, andi keeps itsTram , 

And ftill will be, becaufe tvves ftill the la n 
It hands fecure from 7 me s dcvoui ing 
For ’tis a God, nor can it change with Age. 

And that the Sun ne’er drives the rifing D ) 
From North to South , nor leaves the beateni ua > 
Tint weary grown He ftill falls down t he \\ d 
A NHit nor turns HisHorfes to the Baft •, 

? ip hr hv iuft Degrees the Moon adoins, 
FirlTnicws'tliai toid^thcn fills her borrow d Horft 
And tint the Stars in conftant order roll, . 
h"^ there, nor fall, and leave the liquid Pole; 
n-UTOt from *«; The Motion fpeaks sM 
The wife and fteddy conduit of the Goa, 
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Tliefe equally difpos’d in Order lye, 

Make various Shapes, and chequer all theSkie. 

Jove them nought •, To the World’s Top they rofe, 

Painting the Roof of Natures Common Houfe - 7 
Which in a wide Embrace doth all contain. 

The fpatious Air, the Earth, and raging Main 7 
Thefe Set in order, and in order Rife , 

As Weft drives down, or Eaft brings up the Skies. 

But now how vaft the Arch, how next immenfe xill. 
The Zodiack's Round, though far remov’d from The briefs 
Senle, the 

Plain Reafon fhews •, whofe Aftive Force can pierce, WorhL 
The deep Rccefles of the Univerfe. 

No Bars can ftop it, through the World it flies. 

And Heaven it felf lies open to its Eyes. 

As great a fpace as Earth, and humble Seas 
From Heaven divide, fo great two Signs poflefs. 

The World’s 1 8 Diameter by Art is found, 

Almoft the third Divifion of the Round. 

Therefore as far as four bright Signs comprize. 

The diftant Zenith from the Nadir lies. 

And two thirds more almoft furroundthe Pole, 

The Twelve Signs meafure, and complete the 
Whole. 

But fince the Earth hangs midft the fpacious All, 

The Solid Centre of the Liquid Ball, 

Therefore as far as e’er our Eyes can pafs 
Upward, or downward, could they pierce the Mafs, 

Till bounding Sky the wearied Sight confines, 

Is equal to the diftance of two Signs. 

And fix fuch fpaces the vaft Round complete ^ 

Where All the Signs their conftant Whirls repeat, > 

And each lies diftant in an equal Seat. j 
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Nor muft you wonder fuch Varieties 
Of differ cm Fates from rhe fame Stars fiiould life. 
Since great their Empire, and unlike their force 
Their Scats fo large. andlo immenfe their Courfc. 

Thus far advanc’t my towring Mute mult rile, 
And fine the Circles that confine the Skies 
D feribe the track, and mark the finning \\ ay, 
Where Planets Err, and Phoebus bears the Day. 

One towards the North -fuftains the sh,,n„q 
And lies divided from the Polar Star •, 

EKadlly 1 9 fix divifions of the Sphere. ) 

Another drawn through <Ws Claws confutes, 
The utnioft Limits of the Fatal S'gus-, 

There when the Sun afeends his greareft hcig-.it 
In larged Rounds He whirls the laxy Night 
Pleas'd with his Station there He Lems to It g, 
And neither lengthens nor contracts the 1 ■*) • 

The Summer*s TV^/mVA call’d.-- 

lc lies the fiery Sun’s remotefi Bound, 

I nit five Divifions from the other Hound 
* A third twines round, and in the micftdnius 
The Sphere, and fee the Pole on both its h<*es. 

And there when Phxbwdr'ms, He fpruidshisLigt, 
On All alike , and equals Day and N ignt. 

For in the midft, He doth the Skies divide, (Pride. 
And cheats the Spring ar.d warms the ^ 
And this large Circle drawn from Career > Fl«me, 
juft four Divifions parts the Starry Frame. 

Another Southward drawn exactly lets 
The Utmoft Limits to the Sim's retreats •, 

When hoary Winter calls his Beams away, / 
Obliquely warms us with a feeble Ray, ( 

And whirls in narrow Rounds the freezing Dap ) 
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To Us his Journey’s fhort, but where He ftands ' 

With Hays direft, He burns the barren Sands. 

To wifht-for Night he Pearce religns the Pay, 

Butin vaft Heats extends his hated Sway. 

The laft drawn round the Southern point confines Vic son- 
Thofe Bears , and lies the Utmoft of the Lines. them Polar 
Wife Nature conltant in Iter Work is found : Clnle ' 

As five • ivifions part the Northern i'Otind •, 

From the North point, This Southern Round appears 
Juft five Divifions diftant from its Bears. 

Thus Heaven’s divided, and from Pole to Pole 
Four Quadrants are the Meafurc of the Whole. 

The Circles five, by thefe are juftly Ihown, 

The frigid, Temperate and the Torrid Zone. 

All thefe move Parallel, they fee, they rife, 

At equal Diftance moving with the Skies -, 

Turn’d with the Orbs the common Whirl repeat, 

Are fixt, nor vary their allotted Seat. 

Fiom Pole all round to Pole two Lines expreft, The Colure. 
Mvtrftly drawn, which interfeft the reit 
And one another •, They fiirround the Whole, 

And or offing make right Angles at each Pole : 

Thefe into four juft parts, by Signs, the Sphere 
Divide, and ‘mark the Senfons of the Year, (far, 

One drawn from Heaven s high top defeends from Toe Ajqn't- 
And cuts the Serpent's Tail, and the dry Bear : C °‘ 

The Ecjuitiottial Scales, the Snake's Extremes, 

And next the Southern Centaur's middle Beams 
Then thwarts the Advcrfie Pole , and next divides 
The mighty Whale, and parts its fcaly fides \ 

Bright Aries point, and fplendid Trigon paft. 

The fair Andromeda below the Wafte, 

And next her Mother s Head it cuts, and then 
The Pole , and clofeth in it felf agen. 


Croft 
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. p m . r ro f s this, and from the Pole doth fir ft appear 

dalCot'e. The Other, throughi the forefeet of^ ear> ; 

And through its Neckj (which when the Sun retires 
Firft fhines, and fpreads black Night with feeble 

Then parti the Twins and Crab, the Dog divides, 
And Arvo's keel that broke the frothy tides. 

And then the Pole and other Circle croft 
To Caper turns contracted in his Froft . 

The Eagle cuts, and the inverted Lyre, 

Black Draco s folds *- 

The hinder Paws o'th ? Bear, and near the Pole 
It’s Tail, and clofing there compleats the Whole. 

Thefe Bounds immovable , their hte the fame, 
Here Seafons fix, nor vary in the frame. 

Two more are movable : one from the Be 
Defcrib’d furrounds the middle of the Sphere, 
Divides the Day, and marks exaftly Noon 
Betwixt the rifing and the felting Sun •. 

The Signs it changes as we move below, 

Run Eat or Weft, it vanes as You go •, 

For ’tis that Line, which way foe’er we tread, 
That cuts the Heaven exadly o er our head, 

Ld S the , which doth plainly P™. 
That it muft change as often as we move. 

Not one Meridian can the World fuffic^ 

It pafies through each portion of the Skies, 
Thus when the Sun is dawning o er theTalt 
5 Tis their fixth hour, and fets their fix* a Weft • 
Though thofe two hours we count our days 

Which feebly warm us with their diftant p eaI ™‘ 
„ or : To find the other Line call round thine Eyes, 

ion. And where the Earth’s high furface joy ns th 


I he Meri¬ 
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Where Stars firft fet, and firft begin to (bine, 

There draw thcfancy’d Image of this Line: 

Which way foe’er you move ’twill ftill be new, 

Another Circle opening to the view; 

For now this half, and now that half of Sky 
It (hews, its Bounds ftill vaiying with the Eye. 

This Round's Tcrreftrial, for it bounds contains 
That Cilobe, and cut the middle with a Plain j 
Wiscall’d the Fiortz.on, the Round's defign, 

(For ’tis to bound) gives title to the Line. 

Two more Oblique, and which in adverfe Lines rise Zodi * 
Surround the G lobe, Obfcrvc : One bears the Signs 
Where Phxbtu drives and guides bis fiery Horfe 
And varying Luna follows in her Courfe. 

Where Planets err as Nature leads the Dance, 

Keep various ineafures undifturb’d by Chance; 

Its liigheft Arch with Cancer's beams do glow, 

Whilit Caper lies, and freezes in the low: 

Twice it divides the Equinottial line, 

Where fleecy Aries, and where Libra fhinc. 

Three Lines compofe it, and th’ Eclyptick' s found 
| Itli’midft; and all decline into a Round. 

Nor is it hid, nor is it hard to find. 

Like others open onely to the Mind •, 

For like a Belt with ftuds of Stars tjie Skies 
It girds and graces; and invites the Eyes: 

To twelve Degrees its Breadth, to thrice fixfcore 
Its Length extends, and comprehends no more: 

Within thefe bounds the wandring Planets rove, 

Make Seafons here, and fettle Fate above. 

The other Round from Bears oppos'd begun 
Runs adverfe to the Chariot of the Sun, 

It leaves the Pole , and from its Round retires, 

And cuts inverted Cafiopeia 's Fires .* 

Thence 


XV. 

The Milk] 
way. 
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Thence dill defccnding and obliquely drawn 
It pafles through the body of the Swan, 

Then Cancers fires, the headlong Bird of Jove, 
The Line and Zodiack. where the Planets rove: 
And thence in various windings turns to meet 
The other Centaur, and entwines his feet: 

And thence to mount through Argo s Sails begins, 
The Line, and loweft portion of the 7 wins ■, 

Then joyns the Driver, and from thence akends 
O’er Ter few , and to Caffiopcta tends, 

There *tis receiv’d in her inverted thair, 

In her the Round begins, and ends in Her. 

Twice cuts the Tropicks, Zodiacl\ and the Line , 
And is as often cut by thofe a gen. 

Nor need we with a prying Eye furvey 
The diftant Skies to find the Milky way. 

It mull be feen by All, for every night 
It forcibly intrudes upon our fight. 

And will be mark’d for fliining ftreaks adorn 
The Skies as opening to let forth the Morn. 

And as a beaten Path that fpreads between 
A troden Meadow, and divides the Green. 

Or as when Seas are plow’d behind the Ship, 

Foam curls on the green furfacc of the Deep. 

In Heaven’s dark furface fuch this Circle lies, 

And parts with various Light the Azure Skies. 

Or as when hie draws her radiant Bow 
Such feems this Circle to the World below 
It all furprifeth, our inquiring fight (Nigh) 
It upward draws, when through the Shades ol> 
It fpreads its Rays, and darts amazing Ligi . 

Fond Men the facred Caufe* ftrivc to find, 

And vainly meafure with a feeble Mind: 


And 
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And yet they llrive, they madly whirlabout 
Through various Caufcs, Hill condemn’d to Doubt. 

Whether the .‘.kies 20 grown old, here llirink VmoiuO- 
their Frame, pinions a- 

And through the Chinks admit an upper Flame. Milhm, 
Or whether here the Heavens two Halves are vr ■'* 
But cdly dos’d, ftill leave a Seam behind: (joyn’d 
Or here the parts in 21 Wedges clofely preft, 

1 0 fix the Frame, are thicker than the Reft, 

Like Clouds condens’d appear, and bound the Sight, 

The /Lure being thickned into White. 

Or whether that old 22 Tale deferves our Faith, 

Which boldly fays, that this was once the Path 
Where Phoebus drove-, and that in length of Years 
The heated track took Fire and burnt the Stars. 

The Colour chang’d, the Allies ltrew’d the Way, 

And Hill preferve the marks of the Decay: (grown, 

Befides, Fame tells, by Age Fame reverend 
That Phcebw gave his Chaiiot to his Son, 

And whilft the Youngftcr from the Path declines 
Admiring the ftrangc Beauty of the Signs \ 

Proud of his Charge, He drove the fiery Horfe, 
j And would outdoe his Father in his Courfe. 

' The North grew warm, and the unufual Fire 
DiHolv’d its Snow, and madethe Bears retire} 

Nor was the Earth fecure, each Countrey mourn d 
The Common Fate, and in its City’s burn d. 

Then from the fcatter’d Chariot Lightning came. 

And the whole Skies were one continued Flame. 

The World took Fire, and in new kindled Stars 
The bright remembrance of its Pate it bears. 

Thus Fame, nor muft the fofter Fable die. 

That Janos Breaft o’crllowing Itain’d theSkie, 


And 
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And madethat Milky way, which juftly draws 
PsNanic, the Milky Circle from its Caule. 

' Qr is the fpatious bend fcrcncly bright 
from little Stars, which there their Beams unite 
-■ nd make one (olid and continued Light ? 

Or Souls which loos’d from the ignoble Chain 
Of Clay, and lent to their own Heaven again, 
Purg’d from all drofs by Vcrtue, nobly rile 
In t/Eihir wanton, and enjoy the Skies. 

Great Atrein Sons, Tydtdes lixt above, 

And (tout Achilles equal to our Jove •, 

With three-ag’d Neft or; He that bravely (toed 
The Dangers of the Land and of the Flcuu. 
Vlxffrs, Nature’s Conqutrcur, enjoy 
The Skiesdelervd •, with all the Chiefs at Troy, 
Jove's Son Sm peden, He that Lycia fvvay d : 

The black Merione , the Martial Maid, 

Had Fate (food Neuter, Ircy s fecurclt Aid. 
With all thole Kings that Greece or Afta bore, 

Or Vella *3 grcatdl in her Conquerour. 

Ncxtthcfe the grave and prudent Heroes rile, 
Whofc foiid Riches lay in being Wife -.y 
There good Zelcuctu, lbout Lycurgu* Ihinc, 

Solon the juft, and Plato the \Anne. 

His Mafter next, whofe Bloud unjuftly *P llt 
On Athens (till reflects a real Guilt. 

N«t Fcrfi. s Scourge who fttew'd the |0yH 
With Xerxes fleet, and check’d the growing God 
Who broke his Force, when Neptune bore the chaw 
And prov’d his jufter Title o’er the Main. 

Hc P r eKtam, joyn'd, the: gteateft CrouI, rcM, 
The Kings, e’er Tarqwn ftaind the Tin one: u 
The Horaces our Army in our Wars, v 
The Town which he defended, Codes bears 
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Next Clelia rides, the brightdl Maid in Fame, 
And Scevola more glorious by his Maim. 

Then He on whom the Helping Crow bellow’d 
A Name, and in the Figure brought a God. 

Cmilltu who the Stars deferv’d to gain 

For faving Jove , when Thunder roar’d in vain \ 

Patient ot wrongs, and whilft alive ador’d, 

The Founder of that Rome that He reftor’d. 

Next Brutus (its, and next, unlearn’d in Fear, 
The fierce Revenger of the Vyrrick War, 

Papyrius fhines:, The Decii o’er their Foes 
In Triumphs Equal, Rivals in their Vows. 

Faln ititts , Cnrites , for their Country bold. 

Alike in Courage, and too great for Gold. 

Marcelltu , Sword of Rome, the third that bore 
A Hoyal fpoyl, and Coffus grac’d before : 

Next Fabitu lies, who left the Common way 
To Viftory, and Conquer’d by Delay. 

Livy and Nero glorious for the fall 
Of haughty Carthage in her Afdrubal. 

The Scipio's Africks Fate both joyn’d in One, 
The latter ending what the lirft begun. 

Pompcy by Thrice the Conquer’d World ador’d, 
Before' God C&far ftoopt to be our Lord: 

The lam’d AJetelli ; Tally, Rome's defence, 
DTerving Heaven for pretious Eloquence. 

The Claudian Race, and the Emilian Line 
With Fortune’s Conquerour great Cato (hinc. 

But rentes Julian race, who drew their rife 
From Heaven, return again and fill the Skies *, 
Where great Auguftta, with his partner Jove 
Prefides, and views his Father fixe above. 
Quirimts joyns him, and is pleas’d to fee 
The C<tfars grow Romes Founders more than He. 
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3 ' The higheft Arch contains the greater Gods, 

The Godlike Heroes fill thefe next Abodes; 

T ofe generous Souls, that ran an equal race 
1 1 virni’s Paths and claim a fecond place. 

1 Thus f ar my M*f* hath f ucte £ s l>een crown > 

Or lound no fiops, or vanquinitihofe fire found. 
And thus incourng’d now he bo dly dares 
To fine, the Fatal compass ot the bears. 

But ttopthy (light, fing all the Fires that flune 
And influence too, and litnlh thy defign. 
vo. Seien Mrcsrefufe the Worlds Diurnal force, 

2,1 From W'fi to E»ft they rolltheir properr Coiirfc. 

Somelwift fmnedow, 

xv „ treado f r»;S, 

jVcm,s. Whilll Others feldom ftnne and then alFn^ht. 

Por few have view d a Comet s dreadrull train, _ 
which Wars foretells, and never dunes in van, 
Soon catch on Fite, and die as foon again. , 
The Rcafon’s this; when days fcrcnely fair 
H ive chas’d the Clouds, and deans d[the lower Ar, 
And mjh breath’d out from Barth rife throughlh 
The Jft'r parts ate conquer’d by the Dry (»J> 
And Fire entic’d by the Convenient Mals 
Defcends, and lights it with a fuUen blaze. 

But fince the Body’s thin, the Parts are rare (A , 
And Mifs, like fmJt, 1* ftatwjd through it. 
Ae Toon ns e'er benun. the feeble fue 

Muft waftc, and with the 
Fordid they long exift, their conitant Light; 
Would feem to bring new Day upon the Nig , 
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Whole Nature’s Courfe would change, and from 
the Deep 

The Sun would rife, and find the World a-rfeep 
But fince in various Forms the Mtfts muft rife, Several 
And fhine in the fame Figures o’er the Skies, fins ofMe-i 

Thefe fudden Flames thus born by Chance at Night teors ’ 

Muft fhew as much variety of Light. 6 * 

Some equally diffus’d, like flaming Hair, StellaCrii 

Draw fiery Trefles through the Liquid Air. nita. 

And ftreight the Mafs that fiery Locks appear'd 

Grows fhort, and is contracted to a Beard. Barbara. 

Whiift lo me in even and continu’d ft reams. 

Are round like Pillars, or are fquar’d like Beams. Trabs. 

And fome with Belly & Flames large Tuns prefen t, Pitheres. 
Alike ip fhape, and ecjual m extent. 

Some ty’d in kt/ots like hairy Curls are fpread, Boflru-. 

A narrow Covering o’er the Comets Head. chiiis. 

Tl « / . sr • i 


The Meteor Lamp in parted Flames appears, Lampa- 
rhe Sheaf uneven fliakes her bended Ears. dias. 

But ftill when wandring Stars adorn the Night 5 tipul * ar * 
!k falling Meteorj draw long trains of Light. ’ sS!?« 

Like Arrows (hot from the Celeftial Bow, dens, 

rhey cut the Air, and ftrike our Eyes below: Acontise, 

Ji« in every thing, in Clouds it forms 
pie frightful! Thunder, and defcends in ftorms. - 
pafles through the Earth, in <s£tna raves, 
fld imitates Heaven’s Thunder in its Caves. 


i hollow vales it boy Is the riling Flouds, 
i Flints ’tis found, and lodges in the Woods, 
tftoft by ftorms, the Trees in Flames expire, 

1 Wa rm are Nature’s parts, fo fill’d with Fire. 
Therefore when Mips, which wandring Flames 
'flue and catch, and leave as foon again, (retain, 
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Blaze o’er the 

^'k’inone continued Flame, 

The ^t«r<hreakn one Clolld 

Or when midft Ram, ot l ^ hun b dctr0 ars aloud, 

Quick J Ught 5ef for o-elthe fpations All 

^diffus’d and mult confume the Ball 
Wheneatingirime M wafteconBn.ng Clay, 

A Thus C fa t r'°hrough^aths t mnrod^my Mufe haagone, 

Her* eathering Haml, 1 and tempt her greedy light, 
Thafdtawnby manyV fca^eone en.oya, 

L °fo^»r,byMifislmohU Seeds of Flame 

gfi? May rife on high, "*£p$5S?' 
about Me- Or little Stars by N, j* ^ w hen alone. 

vZtftZ Stars, whofe Ztej*Conrftj 

£S3*aEHs£- 

Then fhines again, and leads the ^ i 
Some coming Pla . s “ e h ° n c hrated^Ker’s toil, 

sssrsSfrsESi* 

The meagre Ox to the fuccef f . ef 
Encreafmg the large Empire of theDead. 
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Men die by Numbers* and by heaps they fall. 

And mighty Cities make one Funeral. 

On groaning Piles whole huddled Nations burn, 

And Towns lie blended in one Common Urn. 

Such Plagues Achaia felt, the fierce Difeafe The Plague 
Laid Athens wafte, and fpoil’d the Town in Peace, oj Athens. 
It bore the helplefs Nation to the Grave, 

NoPhyfick could affift, no Vows could fave-, (Breath, 

Heaps fell on Heaps, and whilft they galp’d for 
Heaps fell on thofe, and finifht half their Death. 

None nurft the Sick, the neareft Kinfmen fled; 

None flay’d to bury, or to mourn the Dead. 


valt Lmptineis ana ueioiation reign d, 

And to fo great a People fcarce one Heir remained. 

Such are the Plagues that blazing Stars proclaim, 

They light to Funerals their unlucky Flame. 

They Ihew not onely private Plagues to come. 

But threaten Mortals with the Day o{ Doom. 

When Piles Eternal Heaven and Earth fhall burn. 

And fickly Nature fall into her Urn. 

They fudden Tumults, and grange Arms declare, Worst 
And when clofe Treachry fhall ftart up to War. 

When faithlefs Germans did of late rebell, 

And tempt their Fate, when Generous Varus fell. 

And three brave Legions bloud the Plains did drown. 

O’er all the Skies th^threatning Comets (hone. 

E’en Nature feem’d at War, and Fire was hurld 
At Fire, and Ruin threatned to the World. 

Thefe things.are ftrange, but why Ihould thefe > 
furprize, C 

The Fault is Ours, fince we with heedlefs Eyes C 
View Heaven, and want the Faith to truft the Skies.) 

D 2 They 
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Thcv Civil-Wars foretell, and Brothers rage, 

The CurCe and the difgraces of an Age. , 

»-"r-Silr£wSs“w" 

On fcatter’d Bones and Limbs the «»**»'ft°«> 

t* nowTr did its own felf oppofe; S 
?"uK«5*0’cr the (laughter’d Heaps 
p"rfn d brigl viaory in his iWs fteps. 

Nor did the Rage end here, the, 

Tiaothlnndv dowry of a wanton Nignt, 

Remain’d and rais’d by Cleopatra s Charms 
The headlong Nations ran again to Arms. 

?he Chance for the whole World was thrown again, 
a a «-Vip ciwVf Ruler fought upon the Main, 

TSenWaS^ 

With thunder, lft with the Roman Jove. 
vT- r front it here, but the degenerate Son 
^in’d all the Glory that his Father won. 

' The Seas great Pompey freed He friz a gain, 
wit Pirates lay like Tempefts on the Main. 

The Rclicks of the Wars, ^ 

A God on Heaven enjoy his Aid below. 


The End of the Firft Book.. 


NOTES. 

, 

1 Whether Vivinas is to be rendred Divining or 
Divine is not yet agreed by the Interpreters of the 
Poet ^ by rendring it Divine, Manilim is freed from 
a redundancy of Words, and the Origin? of Agro¬ 
nomy, which he fo often inculcates in other pla¬ 
ces, is hinted at: be fide, Divirnu leldom fignifies 
Divining, but when a Subftantive follows which 
determines it to that fenlc, as Divina imhriutn , and 
the like, and in that cafe I find Milton venturing 
at it in his Poem: 

-Divine of future Woe. 

2 It feems very plain that this whole deferipti- 
onrefpeds oneiy the Eaftern Kings, and therefore 
Mmlim muft be reckoned amongft thofe who be¬ 
lieved the head of Nile to be in the Eaft} and left 
he might be thought to have forgotten the Egyp¬ 
tians, I am inclin’d to think he includes them un¬ 
der the Briefs, to whofe care Aftronomical Obfer- 
vations were peculiarly committed. 

3 This was the Opinion of Xenophanes, Melifftu , 
drifotle and others; and Pliny thus concludes in 
the fecond Book cap. i. of his Natural Hiftory: 
Th reafonable to believe that the World is a Deity, 
tttrnal and immenfe, that never had a beginning , and 
mvtr fall have an end. As abfurd an Opinion as 
ever was propos’d, and repugnant to all the Ap¬ 
pearances of Nature y look upon the Rocks on the 
Sea (hore, and having obferv’d their continual wea¬ 
ring, confider how few thoufands of years they 

D a mult 
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muft have ftood: direct thy eye to Heaven, and 
view the feveral changes in that wiuch was thought 
impaffible and in ftiort, reflect on the ejfmul 
vilenefs of matter, and its impotence to confervc 
its own being ; aud then 1 believe you will nndrea- 
fon to put this Opinion amongft thofe abOirdities 
which Tally hath allotted to one or other of the 

Philofophers to defend. 

a This blind fancy we owe to the Phoenicians, 

who (if Philo BiblittPs Sancnniathon may be trufted) 
taught that the Principles of the Univcrfc were a 
Spirit of dark Air, and a confus’d Chaos > this Spi¬ 
rit at laft began to Love, and joymng with the 
Chaos, produced M"* or ilime, and thence fafhio- 
ned the World. And hence likely the more fober 
part of the Greek Philofophers, (for they were 
but borrowers of Learning) who requir’d two eter¬ 
nal principles, the one aEhve and the other pajfive, 
fuch as Plato, Anaxagoras, &(• took their notions, 
and having added fome few new ornaments, vented 

them for their own. . „, 

5 The Philofophy of Epicure* is too well known 

to need any explication. . ., 

6 The Opinion of Heraclitus, concerning which 

fee the fu ft Book of Lucretius. 

7 Thales the Milefian endeavoured to eltawnn 
this by Arguments drawn from the Ongine and 
Continuation of moft things; The f enlin . a nn ‘ 
ciple of Animals is humid, Plants are nourifhed by 
mere Water •, Fire it felf cannot live without Air, 
which is onely water rarefied, and the Sun and Mat 
draw up vapors for their own nourifiiment and im¬ 
port. Thefe were the confederations upon whi h 
he grounded his Opinion-, and hence tis eaheto 
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guefs that he kept up the credit of his School ra- 
ther by thofe riches which he gain’d by his lucky 
conjecture at the fcarcity of Olives, than by the 
ftrength of argument and reafon. 

8 The Aflertiop of Empedocles , agreeable to 
which Ovid fings, 

Quatuor * ter mu genitalia Corpora Afundsu 
Continet -. 

9 There is fomething in this fcheme of Manilim 
fo like the ingenious conjecture of the excellent Au- 
thour of the Theory if the Earth , that what reflects 
on the one muft have an influence on the other , and 
when the flftion is confuted the feriosu difeourfe will 
find it felf concern’d; The Stoickj held the mate¬ 
rial part of their Deity to be changeable, and that 
too as often as the fatal Fire prevail’d, and reduc’d 
the Elements into one Chaos in fuch a confufion 
the Poet fuppofeth the firft matter of his World, 
and then makes the different parts feparate, and 
take proper places, according as they were light 
or heavy ; agreeable to this Opinion the Theory of 
the Earth fuppofeth a Chaos , which he defines to be 
4 Mafs of Matter, fluids confining of parts of diffe¬ 
rent forts and fiz.es, blended together without any /<- 
nion or connexion. The folid and heavyer parts of 
this Chaos defeend to the Centre, by their own 
weight, and there fixing and growing hard, com- 
pofe the inward Body of the Earth; the lighter 
parts fly upward, and being continually agitated, 
make that Body which we call Air •, the middle fort 
being fomewhat heavyer, and not fo much agita¬ 
ted, cover-over the folid interiour Body of the 
Earth i and its fat and oily parts rifing, and fwim- 
ming on the furface, flop and detain thofe heavyer 
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particles which upon the firft reparation were car¬ 
ried up by the Air, and afterward according to 
their feveral degrees of Gravity fell back again 
toward the Centre: Thele particles (ticking in this 
oily matter, made a Toft cruft, which in time be- 
ing hardned by the Sun and thofe breezes which 
always attend its motion, became the habitable 
Earth. This Earth thus form’d was folid, and 
without Caverns, nor had it any inequalities on 
its furface •, as to its fite, its Axis was parallel to 
the Axis of the Eclipiick, both its Poles being e- 
qually inclin’d to the Sun and as to its figure it 
was Oval. Thefe arc the few eafie principal parts 
of that excellent Hypochefis, fettled on the obvi¬ 
ous notions of Gravity and Levity, and on the ac¬ 
knowledged Nature, and allow’d Motion of a f luid. 
And from thefe fo many curious propofitions arc 
naturally deduced, fo many difficulties concerning 
Paradilc and rhe Floud happily explain’d, and all 
fet off with that neatnefs and aptnefsof exprcfiion, 
and that variety of curious thought, that I am very 
much inclin’d to believe that Nature was never fo 
well dreft before, nor fo artificially recommended. 
And it is pity that the firft acknowledged Princi¬ 
ples of Philofophy will not allow it to be true. 
Inherent Qualities are now generally exploded, as 
unphilofophical, not to be underftood, and unfit 
to explain the Phenomena of Nature. The Acce- 
leration of a heavy Body in its defeent (befide a 
thoufand other Arguments) quite overthrows Gra¬ 
vity both as an accident of Ariflotle , and as ell'en- 
tial to Matter, according to the fancy of Epcurw, 
fo that this motion proceeds onely from external 
ifupulfe, and depends upon the prefent order of 
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rhe World. So that Philofophy will not allow 
the fuppofition of Gravity or Levity in a confus’d 
Chaos, fince it can fufficiently demonftrate that 
they are neither inherent qualities, nor eflential to 
matter, and that it is in vain to look after them 
before the fyftem of the World was fettled in the 
prefent order. From this hint it is eafie to infer 
that the fuppofed Chaos would have (till continued 
fuch, the folid Parts would have been agitated this 
or that way indifferently by the reftlcfs particles of 
the Fluid, but there could have been no orderly 
reparation,, becaufe no Principle of it. 

But fuppofe fuch a reparation, why muft the out¬ 
ward Cruft of the Globe be without Caverns in its 
Body, and Inequalities on its Surface ? What Law 
of Nature doth neceflarily prove that in fuch a 
confufion the folid parts muft be equally difperfed 
through the Body of the Air ? If we truft our 
Eyes, and look upon a Duft raifed by the ruin of 
a Houfe, or onely confider what Confufion is, it 
will be very hard to find fuch a regular and order¬ 
ly difpofition. And fince thefe folid bodies may 
be unequally difpers’d, and every one of them tends 
to the Centre by a diredt Line, whenever they fet¬ 
tle, the Body which they compofe muft be une¬ 
qual in its furface. 

Yet to let this Difficulty pals, its Figure accor¬ 
ding to this Hypothefis will be much more Oval 
than common obfervation will allow, for fince it 
is faid to be Oval becaufe the Motion of the jE- 
quator is fwifter than that of the Polar Circles, 
the figure muft be almoft as much Oval, as the 
Circle of the *AEcjuator is bigger than the Circle of 
the Pole j there being nothing to hinder the ut- 

moil; 
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mofteffett of this motion but the weight of the 
Fluid endeavouring to reduce it felf to a Level!, 
which of what moment it will be in this Cafe I 
leave to be confidered. 

And as for its fite, that renders the torrid and 
the frigid Zones unhabitable •, intolerable Heats 
(till burning the former, and the continual gathe¬ 
ring and dropping of the vapours making the o- 
thers too cold and moift to entertain either Man 
or Beaft. And this one conceflion, I am afraid, 
fpoils molt part of the Contrivance *, for thefe por¬ 
tions of the Cruft could never grow hard, being 
continually moiftned by the Vapours, and fo little 
expos’d to the Sun, or that breeze which attends 
its motion: And therefore, whenever Vapours 
were drawn from the Abyfs in the Torrid Zone, 
thefe parts of the Arch being not firm enough to 
fuftain themfelvcs, rauft fink in •, and thofe Vapors 
that were imprifoned between the furface of the 
Abyfs and the folid part of the Cruft of the Earth, 
might have found an cafic pafiage through this foft 
portion of the Cruft, and therefore could not con¬ 
tribute to the general diflolution of the Frame. 
Befides, from fuch a muddy Fountain what could 
be expected but ftreamsunwholfome and corrupted, 
and unfit for that end for which they were defign’d, 
and for that ufe, to which facred Scripture tells us 

they were imploy’d? . 

A great many other inconveniences m Nature 
may be obferv’d to follow this Contrivance \ but 
becaufe this Hypothefis was not fet up for * ts 
fake, but to give an intelligible account of Noahs 
Floud \ I fhall clofe thefe reflexions with a few con. 
fiderations upon that. , 
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And firft the Authour pleads for an univerfal 
Floud, it being inconfiftent with t(ie demonftrated 
Nature of a Fluid, that Water fliould ftand up 
in Heaps fifteen Cubits above the tops of the 
higheft Mountains. This I am willing to admit, 
though there is no reafon why Omnipotence might 
not be immediately concern’d in this, fince he him- 
fclf confefleth, that the forty days Rain cannot ac¬ 
cording to his Hypothefis be explain’d by any Na¬ 
tural Caufe that he can find out. 

Secondly, He compares the height of the 
Mountains and the Depth of the Sea, and having 
as to both made allowable fuppofitions (though 
the Courfe of the longeft River, even the Nile it 
fclf, will not prove its head to be above three foot 
higher than its mouth) he infers that eight Oceans 
will be little enough to make an univerfal Deluge: 
The Waters above the Firmament are exploded j 
the Rain would afford but the hundredth part of 
fuch a Mafs of Water, unlefs the fhowers were 
continual, and over the face of the whole Earth, 
and the Drops came down ninety times fafter than 
ufually they do. (Though here a Man would be 
apt to think from the expreffions in Gcnefis , The 
Window} of Heaven were opened , that there was 
fomewhat very extraordinary in this Rain, and 
that all thofe requir’d conditions were oblerv’d.) 
The Caverns of the Earth, if they threw out all 
the Water they contain’d ,* could afford but little 
in comparifon of the great ftorc that was requir’d j 
And if the whole middle region of the Air had 
been condens’d ? ftill there had not been enough, 
becaufe Air being turn’d into Water fillerh pnely 
file hundredth part of that fpace which it formerly 

poflefs’d 
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poflefs’d. Though all the other ways by which 
fome have endeavour’d to explain the Floud, were 
demonftrably infulficient, yet this Jaft which gives 
an account of it from fo natural and eafie a Caufc 
as the condenfation of the Air deferved to be con- 
fidered a little more •, but it is the Art of a Difpu- 
ter to touch that leaft which prefleth molt on that 
Opinion which he would advance. For it being 
allowed that Air by natural Caufcs may be chang’d 
into Water, and a Vacuum in this very Chapter 
being excluded, it neceflarily follows, that as much 
Air as rifeth fifteen Cubits higher than the tops of 
the Mountains isfufficient to make fuch a Deluge 
as is deferib’d to have been in Noah's time. Be- 
caufe where there is no Vacuum , there can be no 
contraction into a lefs fpace, and every particle 
of Matter, whatever form or fchcmatifin it puts 
on, mult in all conditions be equally extended, 
and’ therefore take up the fame Room. But fup- 
pofe a Vacuum , or (as it happens in our imperfett 
condenfations) that a hundred cubical feet of Air 
would make but one foot of Water, yet fure the 
Region is large enough to make amends for this 
difproportion : Now fince Nature is fuhicicnt foe 
condenfation, and fince its powers may be conh 
, derably invigorated for the execution of the A 
mighty’s wrath •, why muft it be thought fo difficult 
to explain a Deluge? and why Ihould an excellent 
Wit wafte it felf in fafhioning a new World, onely 
to bring that about which the old one would per¬ 
mit eafily to be done ? It is above the Province of 
Philofophy to make a World, let that be fupposd 
to have been form'd as it is reveal’d, it is enough 
for us to fearch by what Laws it is preferv’d j and a 
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fyftem erected on this foundation will be agreeable 
both to Reafon and to Religion. 

10 He explodes the Opinion of Xenophanes, and 
the Fancy of Epicurus. Vid. Lucretius's fifth Book. 

11 Canopus is a Star in the Southern Keel of the 
Ship Argo , of the firft magnitude : Thefe particu¬ 
lars as to the Appearance of the two Stars are not 
mathematically true, yet ferve well enough for the 
Poets defign, fufikiencly proving the roundnefs of 
the Earth. 

12 This Argument being taken from the Eclipfc 
and not from the increafe or decreafe of the Moon, 
the Poet mult be underftood, not as to divers mo¬ 
ments of Time, for the Moon at the fame inftanfi 
is feen Eclips’d by all to whom (he appears above 
the Horizon, but as to the diverfity of Hours at 
which the Eaftern or Weftern People reckon the 
Eclipfe to begin or end. 

13 This is to be underftood in refpdtt of thofe 
who inhabit the Northern Hcmifphere, to whom 
the North Pole is ftill elevated. 

14 It was the Opinion of the ancient Poets, and 
fome others, that the Sea was as a Girdle to the 
Earth, that it ran round it as an Horizon, and di¬ 
vided the upper Hemifphere from the lower. 

15 Relealethis Soul from that union which the 
Stoicks foolifhly affign’d, and then to hold a Soul 
of the World and Providence is all one. 

16 Mmlius is not conftant in his Pofition *, molt 
commonly as a Poet he turns his face to the Weft, 
and then the North is on. his right hand, and the 
South on the left: fometimes as an Aftronomer he 
turns his face to the South, and this is the pofition 
in this place. 
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17 Alluding to the twoVerfes in Homrs fixth 

Iliad , . / 

S 'w K) *mUrn MM*nv 

, "H V iun A t ’Oefaw *x&«. . # 

,3 Demonftrated by Archimedes in ills Kum 
Prop. 3. That the Circumference of ever, 
Circle exceeds three times the Diameter thereof by 
a part that is lefs than ^th, and greater than 

10 divided the Sphere into fixty parts, 

and this divifion Manilius follows and according 
to that defcribes the Pofition of the Celeftial 
Circles. 

20 The Opinion of Diodorus. 

21 Macrobm reports Theophrafrut to be the Au- 

thour of this Fancy. 

22 From Tlutarch we learn that Metrodorus and 
others aflerted this, and Miles Twins fixes this 
foolifh Opinion on Oenopides Chius 

23 Thelearned Mri Hayns diflikes Scalper's rea- 
dine which I have followed, and thinks that he 
meant that Pella was a Woman, a more Total 
foppery was never met with, and this Note* befide 
a great many others, may ferve to credit the Dm 
phin Editions of the Claflick Authours. 
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The Second Book. 

Manilius takes care frequently to tell bis Rea¬ 
der that he is the fir ft that ever ventur’d 
on an Aftrological Poem; He feems mightily 
pleas’d with his undertaking, hugs it as his 
Fir ft-lorn, and the Son of his ftrength, and 
is very trouhlefome in acquainting udkvith the 
pains which he fuffered at its Birth; and 
then reckons up the Beauties of the Child , 
and what great hopes he conceives of it : 
If ever he defervd Scaliger’j Char after, that 
he knew not when to leave off, it muft be 
acknowledged that this is the Cafe in which 
it may be chiefly apply’d: We need look no 
farther than the leginning of this Book to 
be fatisfied in this matter; He fpends about 
fixty Verfes in reckoning up the chief Sub- 
jefts of Homer, Hefiod, Theocritus and 
others', all which being laid afide, he de¬ 
clares his defign to be wholly new; and then 
begins, 1. To prove the World to be one A- 
nimal: z. The Influence of the Heavens: 

3. He 
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3. He Defcribes the feveral fpecies of the 
Si 4. The virions configurations or 
afpetls of the Signs; and tells us what 
are Trines, what Quadrates or Squares; 
what Hexagons or Sextiles; and what are 
Right and Left in each ofthefe. 5 . What 
Si< t ns are faid to be conjoynd , what not , and 
what oppos'd ; to what Sign each part of 
Mans body is appropriate ; what Signs are 
faid to hear, what to fee one another ; tvhat 
are friendly, and what not. 6 ■ The friend' 
ly and unfriendly afpetls of the Signs , and 
the various afpetls of the Planets in the 
Sign# 7. The Twelfths or Dodecatemom 
of the Signs and Planets. 8 . The twelve 
Celeflial Houles, and ajjigns to each its pro- 
pier Planet. 

Homer. T N lafting Verfe the mighty Homer lings 

1 The Trojan Wars, the Ktng of fiftyAgV 
Stout Hetlor' s brand, the bloudy dreadfull Held, 
And Troy fecure behind the Hero's Shield: 

Vlyffet wandrings, and his travelling years, . 
In time and glory equal to his Wars: (Mam, 

How twice with conquering Fleets he plough d the 
Whilft Scylla roar’d, and Neptune rag’d in vain. 
And how at Home he fixt his tottering Throne, 
Redeem’d his honour, and fecurd his Son: 
llfurping Woers felt his thundring Sword, 

And willing Nations knew their Native Lord. 

His Subjects thefe, and from his boundlefs ^P 11 !^ 
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The Second Book. 

Manilius takes care frequently to tell his Reader, 
that He is the frjl who ventur'd on an AJlro - 
logical Poem: He feems mightily pleas'd with 
his Undertaking, hugs it as his Fir(l-born, 
andfhe Son of his Strength: He at large ac¬ 
quaints us with the Pains which He fuffer'din 
bringing it to Perfection, and then reckons 
up the Beauty of the Child, and what great 
Hopes He conceives of it :* Jf ever he deferves 
ScaligerV Character, That he knew not 
when to leave off^ it mt/Jl be principally then 
when He fpeaks of himfelf and his own Perfor¬ 
mance. We need look no further than the Be - 
ginning of this Book to be fatisfied in this 
matter : He fpends about Sixty Verfe s in reck¬ 
oning up the chief Subjects of Homer, Hefiod, 
Theocritus, and other Poets, all which being 
laid a fide. He declares his Defign to be wholly, 
nrn, and then begins, 1. To offert, that the 
whole Word is Animate, and God the Soul 
E of 
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of H 2. The Influence of the Heavens. 
3. He reckons up the fever at kinds or forts of 
signs, as , 4. Male and Female Signs: 
5. Human and Brute Signs. 6. Single 
and Double Signs. 7. Pairs. 8. Double 
Signs wade up of different Species. 9. Signs 
Double by Place, viz. Thofe that immediate . 
ly precede the Four Tropick Signs. 10. Signs 
of Natural or Unnatural Poflures. 11. Day 
and Night Signs. 12. Earth and Water 
Signs. 13. Fruitful and Barren Signs. 
14. Signs of different Poffurcs. 15. Maim’d 
and intire Signs. 16. Seafon Signs, si. He 
pngs the various Configurations or Alpe&s 
of the Signs : As, 18. Trines. 19. Qua¬ 
drates or Squares ; fbervs what are to be ac¬ 
counted Right and what Left in thefe Fi¬ 
gures: And, 20. Adds feveral Cautions con¬ 
cerning Squares and Trines. 21. He de¬ 
fer ibes the Intercourfe or Agreement ^Trines 
and Quadrates. 22 .Of Hexagons or Sextiles, 
of which he gives a particular Account. 2 3. Of 
Contiguous Signs. 24. Of Unequal Signs. 
25.0/Oppolites. 2 6. He {hews what Gods 
are the Guardians of each Sign. 27. Tht 
Signs for the fever al parts of the Body. 
28. What Signs See, Hear, Love, or Hate 
each other. 29. He makes afhort Digreffm 
about Friendlhip. 30 .He treats of the 
Friendly and Unfriendly Afpetfs. $1* 7 
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I the Dodecatemoria, or Twelfths. ? 2 . Of 
j Dodecatemoria of the Planets, and pro- 
j; pofes two ways to find them. 3?. He de- 
' firibes the Celeftial Houfes, aligning them 
: their Proper Charges and their Titles, toge- 
: ther with the Planets which prefided in them j 
^ and then concludes this Second Book. ’ 

S pHE mighty Bard in Ming Numbers Zings homer 
l Ilium's long Wars, the King of fifty Kings; ’ 

rave Hctlorh Brand, the bloody dreadful Field 
nd Troy fecure behind the Hero's Shield. *' 
e lings Vlyffes, and his wandring Years 
Time and Glory equal to his Wars: /Main 

E - lings how twice He conquering plough’d the 
lnlft Scylla roar d, and Neptune rag’d in vain, 
id how at Home He fixt his tottering Throne- 
adeem’d his Honour, and fecur’d his Son : * 

Ifurping Woevs felt his thundering Sword, 
ind willing Nations knew their Native Lord. 

HisSubjedfs thefe,from whole * abundant Spring 
icceeding Poets draw the Songs they fing; 

they take, from Hint adorn their 
nd into little Channels cut his StreamsYThemes 
ich in his ftore-. * 

Next Hefiod lings the Gods Immortal Race, Hcfio'd; 
e lings how Chaos bore the Earthy Mafs; 

°w Light from Darknefs ftruck did Beams di- 
nd Infant-Stars fir ft dagger’d in their way:(Tplay, 
ow Name * of Brother vail’d an Husband’s Love,- 
nd Juno bore unaided by her Jove; ( Thigh 

I ow twice-born Bacchus burft the Thunderer’s 
nd all the Gods that wander through the Sky. 

E 2 Hence 
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Hence He to Fields dcfccnds, manures the Soil, 

• Inftru£ls-the Plowman, and rewards Ins Toil; 

He fings how Corn in Plains, how Vines m Hills 
Delight,how Both with vaft Encrcafc the Olive fills: 
How Foreign Graffs th’Adulterous Stock receives, 
Bears ftranger Fruit, and wonders at her Leaves: 
An ufeful Work, when Peace and Plenty reign, 
And Art joyns Nature to improve the Plain. 
Eratoflhc- The Cancellation ’s Shapes * fome make their 

oei. Themes, ,, ., 

Sing whence they came, and how adorn d with 

Beams, 

■' Andromeda enjoys kind Perfeu 's Aid, 

The Sire unbinds, the Mother mourns the Maid: 
Callillo ravifht now the Pole Purveys, 

Nor grieves to change her Honor for her Rays: 
The Little Bear that rock’d the mighty Jove-, 

The Sivan whofe borrow’d Shape conceal d his Love 
Are grac'd with Light, the Nurfing Goat s repaid 
With Heaven, and Duty rais’d the Pious Maid ■, i 
The Lion for the Honors of his Skin, 

The fqueezing Crab, and flinging Scorpion Ihme 
For aiding Heaven, when Giants dat’d to brave, 
The threatned Stars ; and Thunder fail d to fave: 
And now the Fijh ignoble Fates efcape 
Since Venus ow’d her Safety to their Shape : 

The Ram having pafs’d the Sea , ferenely (nines, 
And leads the Year, the Prince of all the Signs. 

Thus whilft by Fables They the Stars advance, 
They vainly make the Heaven one large Romance; 
Earth fills the Sky, the Mafs ignobly reigns, 

And Heaven’s upheld by that which it fuftains. 
Fables abfurd, which Nature’s Laws rejett, 

To make the Cauje depend on the Effect- 
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The fweet Theocritus with foftefl: Strains Thcocri 
Makes piping Van delight Sicilian Swains; ms. 

Thro’ his fmooth Reed no Ruftick Numbers move, 

But all is Tendernefs, and all is Love ; 

As if the Mufes fate in every Vale, 

Infpir’d the Song, and told the melting Tale. 

Some Birds, fome Wars of Beafts, or Serpents Maccr. 
write, 

Snakes in their Poems hifs, and Lions fight: 

Some Fate in Herbs deferibe fome Sovereign Nicardcr 
Roots, 

Or fee gay Health fpring up in faving Fruits : 

One breaks thro’ Nature’s flubborn Bars, in- Sim* tU 
The red, and facred Silence of the Shades, ( vades Poet ” h9 
Turns up the infide of the World, and Night, dtftnb'd 
And brings Eternal Darknefs into Light. „ Hii ' 

Of every Subjcft now the Mufes fing, (Spring, 

And Floods confus’d come tumbling from their 
Yet dry as faff, nor can Parna/ftan Streams 
Suffice the Throngs that crowd to common Themes. 

I feek new Springs which roul refrefhing Waves 
Thro’ Plains untrod, and Purls in hidden Caves, 

Kept pure for Me, which Birds did ne’er profane, 

And thirdy Phoebus oft hath fought in vain: 

My Vcrfe (hall be my Own, not fioln, but wrought ; 

Mine , not the Labor of Another's Thought. 

My Veflel’s trimm’d, tho’ never launch’d before, 

I fpread my Sails, and boldly leave the Shore: 

I’ll fing how God the World’s Almighty Mind f * 
Tliro’ All infus’d, and to that All confin’d, 

Direds the Parts, and with an equal Hand ^ * 

Supports the whole , enjoying his Command : the So»l of 

How All agree, and how the Parts have made »'• 

Strict Leagues, fubfifting by each others Aid ; 

E 3 How 
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How All by Rcafon move, becaufe one Soul 
Lives in the Parts, difFufing thro’ the whole. 

For did not all the Friendly Parts confpire 
To make one Whole, and keep the Frame mtirc; 
And did not Reafon guide, and Senfe controul 
The vaft ftupendous Machine of the whole, 

Earth would not keep its place,the Skies would fall, 
And univerfal StifFncfs deaden All 
Stars would not wheel their Round, nor Day, nor 
Night y 

Their Courfe perform, be put, and put to flight: 
Rains would not feed the Fields, and Earth deny 
Mills to the Clouds , and Vapors to the Sky 
Seas would not fill the Springs, nor Springs return 
Their grateful Tribute from their flowing Urn: 
Nor would the All, unlefs contriv’d by Art, 

So juftly be proportion’d in each part, 

That neither Seas, nor Skies, nor Stars exceed 
Our Wants, nor are too fcanty for our Need: 
Thus ftands the Frame, and the Almighty Soul 
Thro’ all diffus’d fo turns, and guides the whole, 
That nothing from its fetled Station fwerves 
And Motion alters not the Frame, but Hill pre- 


1 - 

The Influ* 
tntt of the 
Htttvtnt, 


This God or Reafoiyvhich the Orbs doth move, 
Makes Things below depend on Signs above ; 
Tho* far remov’d, tho’ hid in Shades of Night, 
And fcarce to be defery’d by their own Light; 
Yet Nations own, and Men their Influence reel > 
They rule the Publick, and the Private Will: 
The Proofs arc plain. Thus from a different Star 
We find a fruitful, or a barren Year j 
Now Grains encreafe, and now refufe to grow; 
Now quickly ripen, now their growth is llow^ 
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The Moon commands the Seas, fhedrives the Main 
To pafs the Shores,then drives it back again : 

And this Sedition chiefly fwells the Streams’ 
When oppofite fhe views her Brother’s Beams \ 

Or when fhe neer in clofe Conjunction rides 
She rears the Flood, and fwells the flowing Tides; 
Or when attending on his yearly Race 
The Equinoctial fees her borrow’d Face. 

Her Power finks deep, it fearchesall the Main,y 
Teftaceous 4 Fifh, as fhe her Light regains, 

Increafe, and ftill diminifh in her Wain>: * 

For as the Moon in deepeft Darknefs mourns, 
ThenRays receives,and points her borrow’d Horns, 
Then turns her Face, and with a Smile invites 
The full EfFufions of her Brother’s Lights * 

They to her Changes due proportion keep. 

And fhew her various Phafes in the Deep. 

So Brutes, whom Nature did in fport create, 
Ignorant both of therafelves, and of their Fate, 

A fccret Inftindt ftill eretts their Eyes 
To Parent Heaven, and feems to make them wife: 
One at the New Moons * rife to diftant Shores 
Retires, his Body fprinkles, and adores: 

Some fee Storms gathering, or Serenes foretel, 

And fcarce our Reafon guides us half fo well. 

Then who can doubt that Man , the glorious 
Pride 

Of All, is nearer to the Skies ally’d ? 

Nature in Man capacious Souls hath wrought, 

And given them Voice expreflive of their Thought j 
In Man the God defeends, and joys to find 
The narrow Image of his greater Mind. 

But why fhould all the other Arts be fhown. 

Too various for Produ&ions of our own ? 

E 4 
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Why fhonld I fing how different Tempers fall, 
And Inequality is feen in All ? 

How many ltrive with equal Care to gam. 

The higheft Prize, and yet how few obtain ? 
Which proves not Matter fv/ays, but Mfdom rules; 
And meafures out the Bignefs of our Souls: 

Sure Fate Hands fixt, nor can its Laws decay, 

’Tis Heaven's to rule, and Matter's Eflence to obey. 
Who could know Heaven , unlefs that Heaven 
bellow'd 

The Knowledge ? or find God, but part of God r 
How could the Space immenfe be e’re confin’d 
Within the pompafs of a narrow Mind ? 

How could the Skies, the Dances of the Stars, 
Their Motions adverfe, and eternal Wars, 

Unlefs kind Nature in our Brealts had wrought 
Proportion’d Souls, be fubjeft to our Thought. 
Were Heaven not interelfed to advance our Mind, 
To know Fate's Laws, and teach the way to find, 
Did not the Skies their kindred Souls improve, 
Direct, and lead them thro’ the Maze above 
Difcover Nature, Ihcw its fecret Springs, 

And tell the Sacred Intercourfe of things. 

How impious were our Search, how bold our 
Courfc, 

Tfius to afiault, and take the Skies by force i 
But to infift on tedious Proofs is vain, 

The Aft defends it felf, the. Art is plain 
For Art well grounded forces to believe, 

It cannot be deceived, nor can deceive j 
Events foretold fulfil the Prophefie, 

What Fortune feconds, how can Man deny r 
The Proofs are Stored , and to doubt would be 
Not Reafon’s Aftion, but Impiety, ^ 
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Whilft on thefeThemes my Songs fublimely foar, 
And take their Flight, where Wing ne’re beat be¬ 
fore \ 

Where none will meet, none guide my firft Eflay, 
Partake my Labors, or dire&my way, 

1 rile above the Crowd, I leave the Rude, 

Nor are my Poems for the Multitude. 


Heaven fiiall rejoycc, nor fliall my Praife reftife, 

But fee the Subjetf equall’d By the Mufe \ 

At leaft thofe favour'd few, whofe Minds it fliows,’ 

The Sacred Maze, but ah ! how few are Thofe ! 

Gold, Power, fofc Luxury, vain Sports, and Eafe 
Poflcfs the World, and have the luck to pleaft : 

Fcvvftudy Heaven, unmindful of their Hate, 

Vain ftupid Man! but this it felf is Fate. 

My Subject this, and I mult this purfue. 

This wondrousTheme,tho read,and prais’d by fewj 
And firlt the Signs in various Ranks difpofe, 

As Nature prompts, or their Pofition fhows: 

Six Male from Arles, from the Bull comprife 
(See how lie rifes backward in the Skies,) Malt and 

Six Female Signs but intermixt they fall Female 

In order turn’d, 6 one Female, and one Male. - 
Some Signs bear 7 Humane Shapes, form? Signs 

expreft H £ m 

In Angle Figures bear the Form of Beajl: and Brute 

Thefe Shapes dirett us, and from thofe we know Signt. 

How each inclines, what Tempers Signs bellow ; 

Their Figures will not let their Force efcape, 

Their Tempers are agreeing to their Shape. 

Thefe Signs are Single , now obferve the 8 Pairs, 

Double Shapes confefs a double Force in Stars : single and 

And each Companion Hill in each creates Double 

A Change, ana vaft Variety in Fates .•. s, t nu 

■ Am- 
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Ambiguous Force from both expreft combines, 
No Single Influence flows from Double Signs. 
What Powers, or good or bad,one Part difplays, 
They may be alter’d by the others Rays: 

Two of this kind in all the round of Sky 
Appear, the Pifces and the naked Gemini : 

Thefe different Powers,tho both Pair £/gwj,poflef<, 
Bccaul'e their Parts Pofltion difagrees i 
For tender Gemini in ftritt embrace 
Stand clos’d, and fmiling in each others Face : 
Whilft Pifces glide in two divided Streams, 

Nor friendly feera, nor mix .agreeing Beams. 
Thus*tho in Both two parts compofe the Frame, 
In Formalike, their Nature’s not the fame. 

Thefe Pairs alone an equal Frame can boaft, 
No ftrangcr parts are mixt, no parts are loft 
From their due Form i whilft other Pairs are join’d 
Of Natures dilagreeing in their kind } 

Such is the Goat , he twifts a Scaly Train, 

The Centaur iuch, half Horfc, and half a Man. 

Obferve this well, in thefe Myfterious Arts 
Whether the Signs are fram’d of different parts, 
Or only Pairs , it much imports to know. 

For hence comes great Variety below. 

Mid ft double Signs the Pious Maid may claim 
A place, not from the Figure of her Frame, 

But ’caufe in Her the Summer's Heats decay, 
And gentler Autumn fpreads a weaker Ray. 

But to be fliort} the fame account defines 
That Double ftill precede the 7 rojfick Signs, 
Becaufe in thofe two Seafons mixt unite _ 

Their Powers,andmake them double by their Site. 

Thus of the Twins the one the Bull requires, 
The other feels the Crab's unruly Fires; 
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One fees the fading Flowers, and Spring decline, 

The other Boy leads on the hotteft Sign : 

But naked both, for both feci fcorchingRays 
As Summer comes, or as the Spring decays. ’ 

Thy Face,bright Centaur, Autumn's Heats retain, 

The fofter Seafon fuiting to the Man \ 

Whilft Winter *s fhivering Goat afflicts the Horfe 
With Froft, and makes him an uneafie Courfe. 

Thus thou midft double Signs mightft doubly claim 
A place, both from thy Seat, and from thy Frame: 
Thelikein Pifces is obferv’d, one brings 
The Winter's end, the other leads the Springs ; 

In them Spring's Dews,with Winter's Rage combinej 
Both moift, and both agreeing to the Sign : 

How wife, and how obliging in her Grants 
Is Nature’s Bounty fuited to our Wants ! 

With Moifture fhe the Watry Signs fupplies, 

And they enjoy their Ocean in the Skies. 

But there is War, Sign difagrees with Sign, io; 
And Three rife adverfe to the other Nine : Signs of 

M’s Back, *• Twins Feet, Crab *s Shell do firftj^ 4 ° / r 
And ftop theprogrefs of the fifing year; (appear, Poduret. 
Whilft others in their ufual Poftures rife, 

Norfhew unnatural Figures in the Skies: 

Since then thro* adverfe Signs the Summer's Sun 
Makes way,no wonder that he drives fo llowly on. 

How vaft thisKnowledge,and how hard to gain. 

The Subjeft ftill encreafing with the Pain j 

Yet my fwife Mufe, like Larks on towring Wings 

Mounts to the Skies, and as fhe mounts fhe fines: n 1 1 * 

She fees Signs various in her Aiery Flight, a J 

Some Signs of Day, and other Signs of Night; Signs. 

Not fo diftinguifh’d Caufe thofe Signs maintain 
Thofe times diftindtly, and then choofe to reign: 

For 
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For then as Years ronl round, the Circling Lights 
Would all be of one kind Day's all, or all the 
Night's. 

But ’caufe wife Nature in her firft Defigns 
By Laws Eternal fixt them to thefc Times: 

The Centaur , Lion, and the golden Ram, 

Fiji, } Crab, and Scorpio with his venom’d Flame 
Or near in Site, or in an equal fpace 
By two alike divided, are the Day's : 

The reft the Night's. But who can iiope to fee 
Opinion’s join, or find the World agree ! 

Some with the Ram begin, and thence convey 
The Five in Order following to the Day, 

The reft from Libra are to Night confin’d: 
Whilft others fing Male Signs affect the Light, 
And Female fafeiy wanton in the Night. fmand 
T2. But others, this is plain from common lcnfe,de- 
Earth WSome Signs for 12 Sea , and other Signs for Land: 
w ? Hr Thus watery Pifces , and the Crab retain 
S'unt. q’hejj- proper Nature, and refpedt the Main: 
The Pull and Ram poflefs their old Command, 
They led the Herds, and ftill they love the Land , 
Tho’ there the Lion’s Force their Reft invades, 
And poyfnous Scorpio lurks in gloomy Shades * 
The Danger is defpis’d, the Ram , the ‘ Bull 
Keep Land, fo powerful is the Luft of Rule : 
The Twins, the Centaur, and the Scales difpofe 
In the fame Rank i and join the Maid with thole. 

Of middle Nature fome with Both agree, 

One part refpccls the Land, and one the Sea : 
The double Goat is fuch,' whofe wild Command 
Now Sea affedts, and now enjoys the Land : 

And young Aquarius pouring out his Stream 
Here fpreads a watry^ there an Earthy Beam. 
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*■ b 

How finall thefc things, yet they • reward thy 
pain, 

Reafon’s in All, and nothing’s fram’d in vain : 
ThcCrab '3 is fruitful, and a numerous Brood 
Fierce Scorpio yields, and Pifces fill the Flood ; 

The Lion's barren, and no Vows can gain 
The Maid ; Aquarius fpends his Youth in vain, 

Ah too remov’d, too far disjoyn’d to prove 
The fruitful Pieafures of encreafing Love! 

’Tvvixt thefc two kinds a Third nor fruitful Beams 
Nor Barren fpreads, but joyns the two Extreams: 
The Goat all Beaft above, and Fifh below, 

The Centaur glorious in his Cretian Bow, 

The Scales that Autumn’s Equinoctial rule, 

The Twins, and Ram , to whom we join the Bull. 
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Nor muft you think it undefign’d, a Caft *4- 

Of bufie Nature as fhe wrought in hafte ; Sign °f 

That fome (hew running *4 Pofturcs in their frame, 

The Lion , Centaur , and the turning Ram \ 

Defied fome, Aquarius rears his Head, 

The Twins are upright, and the pious Maid : 

Some crouching Signs a lazy Pofture fhow. 

Thus Taurus bends, as wearied by the Plough 
The Scales prefs’d down appear, and Capir lies 
By his own Froft contradted in the Skies: 


The Crab and Scorpio fiat are found, they fhow 
The Pofturcs there which they maintain below , 
Whilft watry Pifces low, and gently glide 
In Streams divided, always on their fide. 


But fearch minutely, and you find a *> Maim i«. 
In many Signs, the mighty Bull is lame, nuurud 

His Leg turns under, Scorpio’s Claws are loft 
In Libra's Scales, nor can the Centaur boaft tlu ' 


A 
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For then as Years roul round, the Circling Lights 
Would all be of one kind Day's all, or all the 
Night's. 

But ’caufe wife Nature in her fide Defigns 
By Laws Eternal fixt them to thefc Tunes: 

The Centaur, Lion, and the golden Ram, 

Fiji}, Crab, and Scorpio with his venom’d Flame 
Or near in Site, or in an equal fpace 
By two alike divided, are the Day's : 

The reft the Night's. But who can hope to fee 
Opinion’s join, or find the World agree! 

Some with the Ram begin, and thence convey 
The Five in Order following to the Day, 

The reft from Libra are to Night confin’d: 
Whilft othersfing Male Signs affect the Light, 
And Female Lately wanton in the Night. fmand 
i2. But others, this is plain from common fcnfe,de 
Earth wsomc Signs for 11 Sea , and other Signs for Land: 
Warn Thus W atery Pi fees, and the Crab retain 
siint. Their proper Nature, and refpeft the Main: 
The Bull and Ram poflefs their old Command, 
They led the Herds, and ftill they love the Land , 
Tho’ there the Lion’s Force their Reft invades, 
And poyfnous Scorpio lurks in gloomy Shades j 
The Danger is defpis’d, the Ram t the Bull 
Keep Land, fo powerful is the Luft of Rule : 
The Twins, the Centaur, and the Scales difpole 
In the fame Rank and join the Maid with thole. 

Of middle Nature fome with Both agree, 

One part refpccts the Land, and one the Sea • 
The double Goat is fuch,' whofe wild Command 
Now Sea affetts, and now enjoys the Land : 

And young Aquarius pouring out his Stream 
Here fpreads a watry i there an Earthy Beam. 
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How fmall thefe things, yet they. reward thy 
pain, 

Reafon’s in All, and nothing’s fram’d in vain : 

The Crab *3 is fruitful, and a numerous Brood 
Fierce Scorpio yields, and Pifces fill the Flood , 

The Lion's barren, and no Vows can gain 
The Maid ; Aquarius fpends his Youth in vain, 

Ah too remov’d, too far disjoyn’d to prove 
The fruitful Pleafures of encreafing Love! 

’Tvvixt thefc two kinds a Third nor fruitful Beams 
Nor Barren fpreads, but joyns the two Extreams: 
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The Goat all Bcaft above, and Fifh below. 

The Centaur glorious in his Cretian Bow, 

The Scales that Autumn’s Equinoctial rule, 

The Twins, and Ram, to whom we join the Bull. 

Nor muft you think it undefign’d, a Caft 
Of bufie Nature as Ihe wrought in hafte \ °f 

That fome (hew running *4 Poftures in their frame, 

The Lion, Centaur, and the turning Ram j 
Defied fome, Aquarius rears his Head, 

The Twins are upright, and the pious Maid: 

Some crouching Signs a lasy Pofture fhow, 

Thus Taurus bends, as wearied by the Plough j 
The Scales prefs’d down appear, and Caper lies 
By his own Froft contra&ed in the Skies: 

The Crab and Scorpio flat are found, they fhow 
The Poftures there which they maintain below , 

Whilft watry Pifces low, and gently glide 
In Streams divided, always on their fide. 

But fearch minutely, and you find a *5 Maim i<. 

In many Signs, the mighty Bull is lame, Maimed 

His Leg turns under, Scorpio’s Claws are loft imi ' 

In Libra's Scales, nor can the Centaur boaft ,tu ’ 


A 
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A Form compleat, tho’ wc diftinttly find 
One Eye, the other’s loll, and Cancers blind. 

Thus Heaven to wretched Mortals rends Relief 
Bv thefe Examples it corrc£h our Grief, 

Since Signs, on which our Fates depend, do lhare 
The like Misfortunes, which we grieve to beat. 

The difFereni ,6 Seaibns likewife lhare the Signs, 
From Pifccs Spring, and Summer from the Twins J 
From Centaur Winter, Autumn from the Maid> 

Each hath three Signs, and as the Seafons fight 
In the Years Round , fo thefe lie oppoflte. 

., Nor is’t fufficicnt that my Mufe defines 
The various The Kinds, and Figures of the Single Signs, 
Ctnfigura- They work by Compact, they their Beams unite 
«' A ' to mutual Aid determin’d by their fite. 

From Aries rightways draw a Line, to end 
In the lame Rounds and let that Line fiibtcnd 
An equal Triangle ; now fince the Lines 
Mufb three times touch the Round , and meet 
three Signs, 

Set Fig, i. Where e’re they meet in Angles thofe are 7 
Trines. 

Becaufe they are at equal diftance feen 
On either fide, and leave three Signs between. 
Thus Aries fees on either fide below 
The Lion roar, nnd Centaur draw his Bow : 

The Bull with Caper and the Maid are round 
In Trine : Thus fix the others of the Round. 

Signs Left and ,8 Right are in the Trines agreed; 
The Left Hill follow, and th c Right precede; 

The Maid is Left, and Caper to the Bud 
Is Right: Thus fix the others by this Rule. 

But 
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But more, in Quadrates^ not in Trines alone 19. 
Signs Right and Left are by Pofition fhown; ’ ^drater. 

In 't Quadrates : which to know, the Round divide f , 
By^rwexadly equal on ; each fide; v 

Where jingles clofe the Perpendiculars 
There lie the Signs agreeing in the Squares. 

To give an Jnftance then, obferve the Site, 

The narrow Goat fees Libra on the Right, 

Oth’ Left the Ram, at equal diftance lies o 
The Crab, and on the Left fees Libra rife, > 

To make a Square agreeing in the Skies. \ 

This (ingle Inftance all the reft declares. 

And (hews that twice fix Signs comnofe three 
Squares. 

But now Ihould any' M think their Skill defigns 
The Squares aright, and well defcribes the Trim Cnuuon, 

And that they hit the Rule when e’rc they *gi ve * concerning 
Four Signs to Squares , to Trines allotting Five • s i Mr<t 
And thence prefume toguefs what mutual Aid’ • aniTrmt ' 
The Signs afford, they’ll find their Work betray’d • 

Tor though on every fide five Signs are found 
To make the feveral Trims that fill the Round 
Yet Births in each Fifth Sign no Fates defign * 

To (hare th’united Influence of the Trine fNamc 
heylofe the Thing, though they preferve the 
or Place and Number ftill oppofe their Claim * 

Rflrfince the Round where Phcebus guides his Reins 
fae hundred, and thrice twenty parts contains 
ne third of thofe, as we the Round divide ’ 
iTrines, to every Trine muft make one fide • 
at Sign apply to Sign, not Part to Part, 9 

["is Number’s loft; and therefore falfejhe Ait 
° r tho Three Signs appear to interpofe 
«ween the Two in which the Angles clofe; 

Yet 
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Yet take the Scheme as *tis expos’d to fight, 

And joyn the utmoft parts of Left and Right \ 
Then count the number; on the flighted view 
You’ll quickly find it much exceeds the true: 
Thrice fifty parts it holds, and thus one Line 
Defrauds the other, and dedroys the Trine 
Arid therefore though the feveral Signs retain 
The Name of Trines, they claim the Parts in vain. 

The like Miftake, when you defign a Square, 
Thy Art may baffle, and elude thy Care ■, 

For as the Round we by Degrees divide 
To every Quadrate Ninety make one fide: 

Now from the firfi from which begins the Line, 
Toth’ laft degree of the Succeeding Sign 
If you count on, twice fixty parts piepaie 
To crowd upon thee, and deform the Square: 
Or from preceding £ym*lad parts defeend 
To Signs fucctiding, let the Reckoning end 
pth tfirft Degree of thofe: the fpace confines 
But Sixty parts, the number of Two Signs} 

Thus count from Fourth to Degrees tool 
few. 

Or elfe too many will thy Work purfue. 

Elude thy Skill, and prove the Scheme untrue. 

Then take Advice, nor from my Rules depart 
Nor think thy Figures well defign’d by Art, 
>Caufc Four in Squares , Three equal Lines in Trim 
In Angles meeting there divide the Signs i 
For in alt Trines the fingle fides require 
Sixfcore Degrees to make the Scheme intire 
Squares ninety ask : but more or lefspioclaim 
The Figure.faulty, and dedroy the Frame. 

And where the feveral Lines in Angles dole. 
They there the Trines, or elfe the Squares difyolc 






8 - %\iy? m)\ 


Book IT. M A NIL ! VS. 

Tficfe mutual*Aid by Nature’s Laws convey, ' 

And jointly aft with an agreeing. Ray. * 

And therefore pv.ery Birth,that Squares or Trinei 
Enjoys, not always carries all the Lines y 
And tho’ the .SVfjfj the name of Squares may gain. 

Or Trines, they never (hall their Force obtain : 

They canpot jointly aft, their Rays unite, ... Y 
Jho Trines they fecm,andfhew like Squares to fight: ' 
for wide the difference, whether.jihofe Degrees^ 

The Line takes up^ which to,it. Art. decrees j 
Or from the lumbers, which^the Circle fill, \ 

Detracting fomewfjat, it eludes thy Sktjl .* . .• : 

For then of Signs.tob many or too feyy ■ /.•' 

/c will pofrefsj; nndsmake the ^^we untruei' l 

Thus far of; thofe: But now expeft to (hare' i t: 
More vigorous Influence from the Trine than Squarey The inter- 
For Lines that meafure Squaret’rthiottby tend, «/ 

And almoft dole with the CeleftialBend y ani 

But thofe that make up Trinei, to Earth repair, v. 9urtu 
Downwards they fhoot, from Signs Che Influence/ steFit V 
hear, , > 

nd with a nearer Ray infeft our Air. f 

From Signs Alternate little Friendfhip’s due, \ 
fquint they look, and with a partial view y CfStniUi 
he Line that meafures them obliquely drawn, •« 

Thro* various Angler goes not freely on *, Set Ffo 4. 

Many its flops, in every other Sign 
e Angle doling ftill diverts the tine y 
ward it darts, but fboo it meets a Bound, ; 
nd fix times broak, it leifurely creeps round: ' 

°m Taurus ftrctcht to Cancer , thence it bends 
ofirgo's Sign, and thence to Scorpio tends y ■ 

F Col^ 
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Cold Caper meet! it next, and thence it goes 
To Aries, upward then to Taurus flows, 

Where, whence it firft begin, we find the Fn 
gure clofe. 

The Other , for the Round contains no more, 
Meets all the Signs the Second milt before j 
Then palfing thofc already lung, go on, 

: To all the Others let the Lines be drawn, 

And equal Angles make the other Hexagon. 

You fee their Site, and thus Oblique they lie, 
And view each other with a fquinting Eye, 

Too near, becahfe thus plac’d, for mutual Aid, 
Which freely flows in Lines direft convey’d. 

High in the Coskave Signs Alternate lie, 

The Lines that mark them almolt touch the Sky j 
And therefore far from Earth thro* diftant way 
They dart their Influence with a feeble Ray. 

And yet fome Intercourfe In theft we find, 

For Signs Alternate are alike in Kind ; 

In the firft Hexagon fix Males are found. 

With Females only is the Second crown’d : 

Thus Nature works, and, when the Place dented 
Sex mates Agreement, and unites the Skies, 
tf. In Concord no Contiguous Signs agree, 

Of Ctetipt* For what can love when ’tis deny’d to fee ? 
m sitm. They to themfelves, which they behold alone, 
Their Paflion bend,and all their Love’s their owal 
Alternately of different Kinds they lie. 

14. One Male one Female fill the Round of Sky. 
afVntiMl From Signs unequal any way remove 

All Thoughts of Union, they’re averfe to Loved 
Thus never think between the Sixths to find 
An Intercourfe, nor hope to fee tijem kind i 

Becaull 
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Becaufc the Lines, by which we mark their place. 

In length un like ftretch thro* unequal fpacef 
For take the Zodiack , from the Ram begin Stt Fit 4] 
And thence on either fide extend the Line 
To meet the Sixth from Aries , then difoofe 
A Third , and let the Three in Angles clofe ; 

Between the Two firft Lines Four SignJare found* 

JkToird includes but One , for that fills up the 

But more, the Signs oppos’d in Site, that lie 9 <; 

'itli Beams diredfly darting thro’ the Sky: . of Ofpoi 

J much remov’d they feem, yet mix from far 
Their friendly Influence; or declare for War 1 
A* the Sun's Afpedt and the Planet's Fire 
For Peace determine, or to Ragcinfpire. 

Thefe Signs 11 adverfe would you diftindfly note? 

Ltt Summer’s Crab oppofe the Winter’s Goat. 

Tk Scales the Ram where Day and Night appear Set FU. 4] 

Equal in adverfe Seafons of the Year: ** 

The Fijh oppofe the Maid , the watry Vrn 
With adverie Fires fees raging Leo burn. 

When Scorpio fills the higheft Arch of Skies, v 
Then bending Taurus in the loweft lies, > 

And when the Centaur fets the Twins arife. *1 
Yet though in Site oppos’d theft rowl above, 

Yetjoyn’d by Nature or by Sett they love: (bind. 

Thus Males to Males drift Leagues of Friendihip 
And Female Signs to their own Sex are kind. ' , 

The Fi/h and Maid oppos’d are friendly Signs, 
wNature couples what the Place disjoyns: 

But Nature fometimci yields, the Trines prevail, 

'J d Tern ales Females fight, and Males the Malt t 
ho» Female both the Goat the Crab defies 
Miter in this, in that the lies; 

F * Here 
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Here Snow makes white, and Froft binds up the 
Fields * 

t There Sweat o’rcflows ? and Winter’s Rigor yields) 
Here Day exults, there Night extends her Sway, 
And Winter 's Darknefs equals Summer's Day : 
Thus Nature fights* nor muft we hope to find 
The Signs of disagreeing Seafons kind. 

Tho’ differing Seafons hold the Scales and Rant, 
They are half Friends, and mix agreeing Flame: 
In this gay Flowers the painted Beds adorn, 

This fills the Plains,and ftores the Barns with Corn 
Their Days and Nights in equal Balance meet, 
Not vextwith too much Cold,nor too much Heat 
They Summer's Wars and Winter's Rage compofe. 
Nor will thefe Seafons let their Signs be Foes. 

Thus are the feverai Afpefts taught- 

g Thefe things confidered, prefs no more Divine, 
ntQuAT- A fid know the Gods the Guardians of each Sign 
imt of Whom Nature order’d to controul their Courle, 
tbt Signs. Direft their Influence, and affift their Force: 
Great Powers are Godlike, we at lcaft afiign 
Gods to great Powers, to make them feem Divine 
For where Things want, high Titles there bellow 
Admir’d Worth, and makes them great in (how. 
Pallas the Ram •% and Venus guides the Pull, 
The Twins (hare Phabus, and enjoy liis Rule) 
The Crab is Mercury's, and Jove divides 
His Mother's Servant, and the Lion guides: 
Ceres the Maid , for this her Sheaf declares, . 
And fighting Scorpio owns the God of Wars: 
Juno pours’out the 'Urn, and Vulcan claims 
The Scales, as the juft: Product of his Flames: 
The frozen Goat kind Vefia's Aid requires, 

She cheers his cold,and warms him with her Fire 

Dim 
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Dim draws the hunting Centaur's Bow 
And mighty Neptune now is prov’d to know 
The Fijh above, which He had fed below \ 

And now that Rcafibn guides,that Gods do move 
The various Orbs, and govern all above 
m needs creft thy Mind, it mult impart 
Strong Inclinations to purlue the Art * ® 

SkcMan fecureiy may his Thoughts advance. 

And hope to find, when undiflurb’d by Chance 
Now icarn what Signs the fc vcral Limbs obey, j 7 . 
Whofe Powers they feel, and where Obedience 
The Ram defends the Bead,the Neck the Bull/ pay. the f ev yal 
The Arms, bright Twins, are fubject to yourRule'-ff?'*'* 
th Shoulders Leo , and the Crab's obey’d ’ B ^‘ 

hh Bread, and in the Guts the mode/t Mud: 
fh Buttocks Libra, Scorpio warms De/ires 
} Parts > and fpreads unruly Fires • 

TJe% 4 / the Cm mr and the Go* commands 
IteKum, and binds them up with double Bands, 
ine parted Legs m moilt Aquarius meet. 

And Pifces gives Protedlion to the Feet. 

But Stars have.proper Laws, and Signs maintain . **• 

An Jntercourfe, and Compact in their Rcien 4 ” s J* nt ,hat 
(Some Hear each other, feme each other sfe, ’ 

rno P?! ,and if? f ’ whilft feme in Leagues agree : Hate. 

>mc Foreign Pa/lions caittioufly remove 

“ ke Thcmfeires the Objcft of their i.ove 
ms Signs in Sex by Nature clofely join’d 

«l w’ lvll ,‘ lft r Signs in Scx oppos’d are kind j 
"ilSigns, whofe oppohte Poiition tends 

Wh^T 6 ",'’, m CC 5 tl,c grcaMl1 Fl iends. 

lS"n^r° rd ^. th,s . raight y Frame t0 rift, 

lc ictltd thefe AfTedlions in the Skies, 
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That fome might Hear, and fome each other 
5 omc Bate and fight, and fome in Leagues agree ; 
, Some Love themfclves nlone j All this appears 
In Mm, who take their Tempers from the Stars, 

, The Ram, as it beconfefc the Prince of Stars, 
his own Council, and Himfelf he hearty 
g* 7t He Libra fees, but unfuccpfsful proves 
? In loving Taurus, for in vain he Loves j 
Taurus (for Aries finds but cold returns 
For all tnofc Fires with which he freely burns; 
Nay more, by Treachery all his Love’s repaid; 
Sees, Hears the Fifties, and adores the Maid: 
Thus from the Tyrian Paftures lin’d with Jove 
He bore Europa, and ftill keeps his Love : 

The Twins fee Up, and they hear the Vm 
Pouring out his Streams, but for the Fijhes burn. 
The Crab (as Caper ad verfe in the Skies) 

Firft makes himfelf the Objeft of his Eyes j 
He loves Aquarius Vrn , and then repays 
The friendly Coat by hearkning to his Rays. 

The Lm fees the Twins embracing Fires, 

He hears the Centaur, and the Goat admires: 
Mifchief the Maid for Sagittarius brews, 

She hears the Scorpion , and the Bull the views. 
hat Libra hears her felf, her Mind applies 
To following Scorpio , to the Ram her Eyes: 
The Scorpion fees the Fijb, the Maid he hears \ 
To Leo Sagittarius bends his Ears ; 

To young Aquarius he bis Eyes rcligns, 

His Love prefers the Maid to other Signs. 

The Coat admires, and loves himfelf alone, j 
(For fince at 8 * Cafarh Birth Serene he flione j , 
What Glbry can be greater than his own ? , 
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He hears th tCrab : Aquarius hears the Twins 
And fees the Centaur, and amidft the Signs ’ 

The towring Crab alone his Mind can more 
And is the only Objeft of his Love. ’ 

Whilft Pifces to the Bull their Ears apply, 

And view the Scorpion with a longing Eye 
Thefe Powers the Tempers of their Births de- 
Bach carries the Affeaion of his Sign * /'fine. 

Thefe love to See and love to Hear create, 

And all the Intercourfe of Love and Hate: 

Hence fomc embrace, and fome as odly fly 
Each other \ Love and Hate, but know not why. 

Thus far of finale Signs: But Trines engage 
With Trines, and all the Heaven is full of Rage: 

Signs War in Bodies, and in Parties fight. 

As adverfe in their Manners, as in Site : 

The Ram, Lion , Centaur joyn’d in Trine oppoie 
The Heavenly Scales, and to their Trine arc Foes. 

And this on two Accounts j Three Signs toS 
Three „ A 

Shine oppofite, and who can hope to fee r 
Two differing Natures,*♦ Man and Beaft agree V 
For he that holds the Scales Celcftial, bears 
A Humane Shape, a Brute the Lion wears. 

And therefore yields, for Reafcat’s Force controuls 
Brute Strength, and Bodies ftill fubmit to Souls. 

The Lton conquer’d to the Skies was thrown 
And fleecy Arses flead before lie ftjone; ' 

The Centaur's Forepart ftill commands the reft, 

" much the Humane Form exceeds the Beaft. 

No wonder therefore that with great Succcfs 
The Scales fight Aries, and his Trine opprefs. 

But this we may in one ihort rule compriie. 

For view-the Signs that fill the round of Skies, 

F 4 And 
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And thofe that are in Humane Forms cxpreft 
Are conquering Foes to all the fliapcs of Beafi. 

But yet their Hate not equally extends, 

Signs have their proper Foes, as well as Friends •, 
The Ram' $ Productions Friend.ly Leagues refufe 
To all the fifties, Maid , or Scales produce: 
What Scorpio, Cancer , Pifces , Scales create 
Are Foes to Taurus, and his Births they hate: 
Whilft thofe Productions that the Twins delign 
Are Enemies to Aries, and his Trine. 

Againft the Ort&.and Bull the Goat declares, 

And Virgo too, and Libra feds Ins Wars: 

Nor (hall (could.I write curious Verfc, my Afufi 
To Ihew her Art in Precepts would retufe; 
l teach an Art, and *cis by all confeft 
InftruCtion when ’tis plaineft than ’tis beft:) 

The furious Lion rous’d with defperate Rage 
With fewer Enemies than the Rant engage. 

The double Centaur with his threatning Bow } 
Affrights, the Maid,the Bull that bends his Brow A 
With Caper , and with Pifces is her Foe. ) 
Q’re Libra's Sign a Crowd of Foes prevail?, 

The Icy Goat , the Crab which fquarc the Scales t 
With thofe of Aries Trine confent to hate 
The Scales of Libra, and her Rays rebate. 

Nor doth the Sign of fiery Scorpio find 
Foes lefs in number, or of better Mind; 

The Urn, Twins , Lion , Bull, the Scales, the Mail 
He frights \ and they of him are equally afraid: 
Nor can the Centaur's Bow his Peace defend, ) 
The Twins, Vrn, Virgin force his Sign to bend > 
By Nature’s Law, nor are the Scales his Friend, j 
The fame opprefs thy Sign with equal Hate 
Contra&ed Caper, and thy Force rebate. 
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Whilft thofe that are in Brutal Forms expreft 
Afflitt the Vrn, and all his Trine moleft. 

The neighbouring Fijh the Vrn with Hate purfues, 

And thofe the Maid, and thole the Twins produce. 

And thofe that own the Centaur's angry Star 
He treats as Foes, and ftill afflifts with War. 

Thefe Rules are true, but fomewhat elfe defines 
The Friendfhip and the Enmity of Signs: 

Thus Thirds are Foes, for with a fquintingRay ' 

They view each other, and their Hate convey: 

Signs oppofitc, whatever place they fill 
Averfe to Peace, and are unfriendly ftill: 

Thus Sevenths their adverfe Sevenths are doom’d 
to loath. 

And Thirds from both, and which are Trines to 
both .* 

Nor is it ftrattge that Trines unfriendly prove 
When Kin to Signs that are averfe to Love. 

So many forts of differing Signsdifpole 
Mens Tempers, and produce fuch Crowds of Foes; A jhn a . 
Look o’re the World,lee Force and Fraud incrcale,f r, jfa» 
Rapine in War, and Treachery in Peace j 
But look for Truth and Faith,the Search were vain, fw "^* 
No Mind is Honeft, and no Thoughts are plain: 

What bulky Villanies beftride the Age! 

What Envy pufheth on Mankind to *age 1 
Envy not to be dilpofleft, her Throne 
Is firmly fixt, and all the World’s her own* 

Friends kill their Friends,a Husband ftabshis Wife, 

Sons fell their Father’s and their Mother’s Life; 

Bold Atreus feafts, and at the barbarous fight 
The Sun retires, and leaves the World to night. 

Whilft Brothers poylon, with a fmiiing Face 
They mix the Cup, and kill where they embrace: 

■" 1 Nrt 
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No place js fafe, no Temple yield* Defence 
Againft fecret Stabs, or open Violence \ 

And many a flaugbter’d Prieft profanely dies 
On the feme Altar with his Sacrifice. 

Thofe moft betray who kindnefs moft pretend, 
And Crowds of Villains skulk behind the Name of 
Friend. 

The World’s infe&ed, Wrong and Fraud prevails, 
Whilft Honefty retires, and Jufticc fails *, 

Nay Laws fupport thofe Crimes they chcckt before, 
And Executions now affright no more. 

For difagreeing Stars that Men produce, 

Their Tempers falhion, and their own infufe: 
Hence Peace is loft, pure Faith we ieldom find, 
Kind Leagues are rare, and then but feebly bind \ 
For as the Signs above, fo Things below 
Do differing Minds and Inclinations fhow; 

They form Men’s Thoughts,and the.obedient Clay 
Takes difagreeing Tempers from their Ray. 

Hence *tis that friendfhip is fo thinly fown, 

It thrives but ill, nor can it laft when grown j 
Rare it’s Production : and the World pretemls 
To boaft but one poor finglc pair of Friends; 

One Py lades and one ** Orejlesmmc, 

And you have all the Inftances of Fame; 

Once Death was flrove for,Hwas a generous Strife, 
Not who fhould keep, but who fhould loft a Life 
Was their Difpute, contending to deny 
Each other the great Priviledge to die. 

The Surety fear’d his guilty Friend's return. 

The Guilty Friend did his own Abfence mourn; 
Carelefs of JLife, impatient of Delay, 

He broak thro* hindring Friends that choak’d his 
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And ran to Danger: Here they difagrecd, 

One hop’d to free, Owe fear’d to be fo freed. 

But now if you would know what Signs difpofe 
To Leagues, and Peace, and friendly Thoughts 
difdofe $ 

The Ram's bright Births you may fecurely joyn 
As Friends to theProductions of his Trine: 

But the Ram's Births are more fincerely plain, 
They give more Love than they receive again 
Froni thine fierce Leo, or than his can fhow 
That ftrides thro* Heaven, and draws the Cretan 
For ’tis a Sign of thoughtlefs Innocence, /Bow : 
Expos’d to Harms, unpra&is’d in Defence \ 

Unus’d to Fraud or Wrong, but gentle, kind. 

And not more foft in Body than in Mind. 

The others carry Fierccnefs in their Ray, 

Their Nature’s bruitifh, and intent on Prey j 
Ungrateful ftill, nor can-they long retain 
A fenfe of Kindnefs, and unjuft for Gain: 

But tho* by Nature thefe are both cnclin'd 
To frequent Quarrels, yet expeft to find 
More Force in that which is of double kind. 

Than in the Single Lion: Hence increafe 
Some fudden rieats, but intermixt with Peace; 

The Bull and Coat are equally inclin'd 
To mutual Friendfhip, both alike are kind 5 
The BulPs Productions love fair f'irgd’s Race, 

Yet frequent Jarrs disjoin their clofe Embrace. 

T he Scales and VrH one friendly Soul infpire. 

Their Love is fetled, and their Faith intire; 

To both their Births the Twins productions prove 
The fureft Friends, and meet an equal Love. 

The Crab and Scorpion to their Births impart 
A friendly Temper, and an open Heart $ 

Yet 
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Yet Scorpio’s (Fraud amongft-the Stars is foundJ 
Tho’ Friends they feem, yet giva a fccrct Wound. 

But ffiofe whom Pifces watry Rays create, 

Are conftant neither in their Love, nor Hate y 
They change their Minds, now quarrel, now em¬ 
brace, 

And Treachery lurks behind their fawning Face, 
Thus Signs or Love y or I-latc: and Tliefe bcftuw 
Their differing Tempers on their Births below. 
30. Nor is’t enough to know the Signs 'alone, 

'htfrier* The Planets Stations muff: be juftly known, 
b a »J un. y^ nc j a jj Heaven’s parts, becaufc the Site and I.im 
And Afpefi change the Influence of the Sign: 

^‘ * Thus when Oppos'd the Signs this Influence bear,-; 
In Trine 3 different they are known to fhur:, V 
In Scxtile this, another when in Square 
And thus the Sky now gives, now takes aw.:/ 
The Influence, now it points, now blunts the Ray 
Here Hate infers them, when they thence remove; 
They lore that Hate, or change the Rage to Love. 

For Signs, or when they rile, or culminate, 

Or fet, fend down a different fort of Fate. 

To Hatred Signs oppos'd in Site incline, 

The Quadrates Kinfmenaid,and Friends the TWwfj 
The Reafon’s obvious: The Celeftial Round 
set Fig. 1. Obferve, there Signs of the fame kind are found 
In each fotirtb place: In each fourth Sign appear 
The feveral Seafotts that command the Year •, 
Thus ‘Aries gives the Spring , flat Cancer glows \ 
With Summer's Heat j the generous Bowl o’re-f 
flows \ 

In Libra , Caper fcatters Winter’s Snows. J 

Bcfldcs, by Signs in double Forms expreft 
toc\]/ourth Qcleitial place is found pofleft, 
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Two Fifties glide } two fmiling Boys embrace, • <> 

A’double Figure we in Virgo trace, 

The Centaur's double with a fingle Face, ^ 

Next Simple Signs with their refulgent Stars 
Fill each fourth fpace, and Hill arc found in Squares. 

Without a Rival Taurus fills his Throne, 

The dreadful Lion fliakes his Mane alone, 

Th ’ 16 unbodied Scorpion no Companion fears* 

And ffill the Vrn ajimple Sign appears. 

Therefore to each fourth place the Stars aflign’d 
In Time agree, in Number , or in Kind ; . 

This makes them Kindred Signs, and thefe prefidc 
O’rc KinJ'men* s Minds, and their Affe&ions guide. 

But thofe four Signs on which the Hinges move 
Belong to Neighbours , and direft their Love. 

The other Square with all its Stars attends 
On Guejls, Acquaintance , and remoter Friends. 

Thus all the Signs as they are plac’c obtain 
Their Rule, and with unequal Vigor reign. 

For tho’ the Site and Form of Squares they bear. 

They work not like the other Signs in Square - 7 
For whilit the Cardinals more Force .confefs, 7 

The reft, which we from Number nam’d exprefs r 
Double or Simple Signs, ftill work with lefs. * 

The Line extended thro’ the larger fpacc r . 

With Trines determines,and makes out their place, setVi'g 1. 
Prcfides o*re Friends , whofc mutual Faiths fupply 
The room of Blood, and draw a elofer Tic : 

For as it meafures a long fpacc, to joyn 
Tliediftant, ftrctching out from Sign to Sign. 

So thofe, whom Nature doth in fpight remove. 

It brings together j and knits in Bands of Love. 
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And tbefe before the others molt commend, / 
For tho’ the neareft Kinfmen oft pretend > 
Deluding Kindncfs * who deceives a Friend ? 3 
No Sign nor Planet ferves it feif alone, 

Each blends the others Vertues with its own. 
Mixing their Force, and interchang’d they reign, 
Signs planets bound, and Planets Signs again. 

All this my Mufe (hall orderly reveal, 

And keep the Method (he begun fo well; 

She’ll ftng what Parts the feveral Signs require, 

In what the Planets fpread commanding Fire j 
This mult befhown, if in your fearch for Fate 
The Signs of Love you’d know from tbofe of Hate, 
Now with expanded Thought go on to know 
A Secret great in life, tho* fmall m fhow •, 

For which our fcanty Language, poor in words, 
No Angle fit expreffive Term affords, 

But Greek fupplies, a Language born to frame 
Fit Words, and ihow their Reafon in the Name. 

*Tis Dodecatemorioft *7, thus deferib’d— -~- 
Thrice ten Degrees with every Sign contains 
Let Twelve exhauft, that not one part remains *, 

It follows ibreight that every Twelfth confines 
Two whole, and one half Portion of the Signs: 
Theft Twelfths in Numbers the Signs, are Twelve 
And thefe the wife contriver of the Frame 
Plac’t in each Sign, that all may be the fame. 
The World may be alike, each Star may guide, 
And every Sign in every Sign prefidc * 

That all may govern by agreeing Laws, 

And friendly Aids be mutual as their Caufe. , 
And therefore Birthsjo’re which one Sign afpirtt, 
Jn Powers arc various, different in Defires; 
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Males follow Females, and from Man depreft 
Weak Nature finks, and errs into a Beaft • 

For all on Signs depend, in which fuccced 
The different Twelfths, and vary in the Breed. 
Nowwhoft, and how difpos’d, the Mufe, mufl 

And draw deep Knowledge from its fecret Spring- 
Left this unknown you fhould from Truth decline 
Miftaking the chang’d Influence of the Sim • * 

Each Sign’s Jfr/* Twelfths is bv its felfpofieft 
The others fhar’d in Order by the reft • * 

Each hath its Twelfth, they take their equal Shares. 

(Ambition is a Vice too mean for Stars ) 

Thus every Sign hath for its proper Throne 
Two whole, and one half Portion of its own • 

Of other Signs that rowl in order on 9 

Each takes as much, till all the thirty parts are 

But there are many forts, to find the true 
Wife Nature orders we mull all purfue • 

This is her Will: Tho partial Search may fill. 

Yet He s fecure of Truth who feeks for AD. 

For Inftance, grant it were thy great Concern 
To know the Planet's Twelfths 5 fecurely lear?. n j 
lllfiiew the Method; As you count the Signs, 

Fit ft. mark that Sign’s Degree where Plxebe fainc* °f tb * M* 
And views the new ; bprn Child j that multiply v *»*- 
yTwdve: fbecauftTwelve Signs adorn the Sky) 

Obfervc the Produd, and from thence affign ^ 

To thofe gay Stars where Pbabc's found to ihine 
Thnce ten Degrees: Then go in Order on ? 

Aifigning Thirty till the Number’s done; C 
And where the Number ends there fix t he Moon; j 

That 
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That is her Twelfth. The following Planets lie 
In following Twelfths, and there enjoy the Sky. 

Another Method claims my next Eflay, 
Another differing from the former way > 

This too I muft explain, its Rules impart, 

And fix the fubtle Niceties of Art, 

Firft take the a ? Sun's true place, and that confell,| 
Obferve the Portion by the Moon pofieft: 

Count thofe Degrees the middle Space contains, 
Take all the 7 hirtys thence, and what remains 
Dividing into Twelfths , from thence affign 
To thofe gay Stars in which the Moon docs fhinc 
One Twelfth: To Signs that orderly come on ? 
Apply their Twelfths, till all the Number’s done, 
Ana where the number ends there fix the Moon.; 
That is her Twelfth. The following Planets lie 
In following Twelfths , and there enjoy the Sky. 
The Task’s not done : The Mufe muft next 
unfold 

A nicer thing, in fewer Numbers told : 

Which Ufs in (how and in extent appears, 

Yet than the Greater more of Force it bears : 

In every 5® Twelfth a Twelfth the Planets claim, 
The Thing is different though we ufe the Name; 
»Tis thus deferib’d. Five half Degrees do lie 
La every Twelfth , Five Planets grace the Sky, 
*}Xnd every Planet in its proper Courfe 
One half Degree pofTeffing there exerts its Force, 
’Tis ufeful therefore to obferve the Sign, 

And mark the T velftb in which the Planets fhuic j 
For where the Planets , as they rowl their Courfe, 
A Twelfth poffefs, they there exert their Force. 

Thefe muft be jointly fung : yet thefe belong 
Jo future Thoughts, and claim another Song^: I 
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Tis now enough that I have clearly fhowft 
Things hid before, and made their Vfes known * 

| ,ct it fuffice, that I have brought the Mufe 
literials proper, and prepar’d for life : 

Vhen all is ready, let her build the Frame, 
\ndraife alafting Monument of Fame: 

Thefingle Elements diftinttly known 
|hee fees her Way, and may go fafely on 5 
\nd all the Parts deferib’d the F’erfe will roul 
[Vith freer Force, and orderly erett the whole! 
For as to Boys at School we firft propound 
The Letters, fhow their Form, and teach their 
Sound, 

\nd then go on, inftruft them how to Spell, 

Ind join their Letters in a Syllable j 
Then to frame Words, and thence their Fancies 
raife, 

To hind thefe words inVerfe, and reach the Bays* 
\nd as the Boys proceed, they find their paft, 

\nd firft Acquirements ufeful to their Lift j 

I or Precepts without Method got by pain, 
rove empty, and the labour is in Vain : 
firice my Songs Fate's dark Intrigues reherfe, 
Their Influence fhow, and bind the Stars in Verfej 

S ince they mount high, and from the Signs above, 
ring down the God, and open hidden Jove : 

111 muft be taught, and I muft firft impart 
The Elements peculiar to this Art ; 

That thence, as file proceeds, my labouring Mufd 
^lay draw Materials, and go on to Ufe. 

And as wife Builders, whodefigna Town, 7 
Firft clear the Field, and cut the Foreft down, > 

‘ nd /height new Stars behold as new a Sun: S 

G From 
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From Anticnt Seats, and Hofpitable Glades 
The Bealls are forc’d, and Birds forfake their 
Shades. 

Some Stones for Walls, fome Marble fquare for 
Shrines, 

And fuit Materials to their great Defigns ; 

And when they have provided fit Supplies 
For future Art, the Piles begin to rife ; 

Nor doth the interrupted work difgrac’t 
By any flop, accufe their foolifh liafte: 

So 1 , that raife this mighty Work, mullchoofe 
Materials proper to employ my Mafe, 

Bare fit Materials and not build one part 
’Till all lies ready to compleat the Art ; 

Left whilft my Thoughts the noble work purfue.O 
As all Materials lay expos’d to view, > 

They ft art fur priz’d, and Hop amaz’d with new.) 
XXXIII. Be careful then, and with a curious Eye, 

The CtleUi - Obferve the 3* four fixt Hinges of the Sky; 
al Houfet. Qne con ft ant point their fettled place defines, 
Altho* they vary in their moving Signs : 
r . rr. One fixt iW Eaft, where with a gentle Ray 0 
See Fig. * The Sun views half the Earth on either way, ? 
jo, ’ And here brings on, and there bears off the Day.) 

One in the Weft, from vvhofe declining fteep 
The Sun falls head-long, and enjoys the Deep: 
The Third in Heaven's high point , where midft 
the Courfe 

Bright Vhebus Hops, and breaths his weary Horle; 
He Hands a while, and with an equal Ray, 
Views Eaft and Weft, and then drives down the 
Day. 

Oppos’d to this, the Fourth fecurely lies, 

The .immoveable Foundation of the Skies; 
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The loWeft point, to which with fteddy Rein 

The Stars defeend, and whence they mount again: • 

Thefe Points in Fate the greateft Intereft claim, 

Becaufe they fettle, and fupport the Frame; 

In thefe fixt Points were not the Quarters ty’d. 

Oth* Top, oth’ Bottom, and on either fide, 

The Ball would cleave, the whirls would diilipate 
riie agitated parts; and break ftrong Fate. • 

Now different Powers thefe feveral Hinges grace Tf)e 
And vary with the dignity of Place; mCxli. ~ 

The chiefcft that which on the Top doth lie, 

And with a narrow limit parts the Skye, 

There Glory fits in all her Pomp and ftate, 

The highelt place requires the higheft Fate ; 

Thence Places, Dignities, Preferments flow, 

And all that Men admire and wifli below ; 

High Honours, Offices, in Suits fuccefs, 
light to make Laws, and Power to give Peace ; 

Thence Scepters, and fupreme Command accrue, 

And Power to give them, where Rewards arc due. 

The next, ftho’ loweftand contemn’d it lies) The Imm 
The fixt, and fare Foundation of the Skies, Cxli - * 
Treat in effedl, altho* it fceins but fmall; 
t governs Wealth, and Wealth’s the ftay of all: 
c rules Eftates, it fhows what Mines contain, T 
IVhac fccret Treafures we may hope to gain, 5» 

IVithout this Power the other Fates were vain. J 
As great in Power is that where Beams difplay ne Ho- 
Their riling lufter, and renew the Day ; rofeopc. 

The Greek ( no other fcanty Tongues afford or . Eaftern 
l fingle proper and expreffive Word) PotM ' 

Barnes this the Horofcope. 

This governs, Life, and this marks out our Parts, 
tor Humours, Manners, Qualities, and Arts; 

G 2 This 


%2 


MANILIVS. Boook 


the We- 
ilcraPoinr.' 


This when and where the Birth is bprn declare* 
And guides the various Vertues of the Stars: 
By this they are fettled, and as this defines 
The Birth, enjoys the influence of the Signs. 
The Lajfj the Point, whence Stars defeendin 
fall, 

And view the lower furface of the Ball; 

This rules the Ends of things, this Point declar^ 
The Period, and Refult of all Affairs; 

This governs Marriage, and on this depends 
Religion, Recreation, Death, and Friends. 
Thefe Points confidercd, Their Powers diftinfl 


ly feen, 

Obferve the Spaces that are plac’t between; 
The Points are little, but the Spaces large, 

And every fpace has a proportion’d Charge. 

•J’he inter- Fii ft then the Space that rifing from the Eajl 
mediate Mounts upward, is by Infancy poffeft, 

Vfactn. There Childhood plays: From thence the Wejltn 


fpace 

Gay Youth demands, and fills the fecond place. ■ 
Met Fi(. 9. Next from the Wejlcm Point a fpace defeends, 
Thro’ under Heaven, and in the Lornjl ends; 
There Manhood , having paft the various Maze 
Of Infancy and Youth, compleats its Race : 
Tofinifh this; The fpace that upward tends, 
And creeping flovvly o’re the fleep Afccnds 
To join the Round at Eafi, is made the way 
Of feeble 4 ge and flitting Life's decay.^ 

But more all Signs , whatever Form they bear, 
The feveral Vertues of their Stations wear; 
With good or hurtful Powers thofe ‘p 0 i nts ^ Cl1 


Ray, 

The Places govern* and the Signs obey: 
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They turn the Round, and as they wheel their 

Courfe, 

The Place now gives, and now takes off their 

Force \ 

For as the Planets thro’ the ftations Err, 

Thole Places their own Ifluence transfer • 

Anti force them, wiiilft within their bounds to 

take ’ 

r"! t ‘_ XT. « . . 


Their ruling Vertues, and their own forfakc. 

Hence now they fmilc, and now feverely frown 
Mth Foreign Influence that Commands their own: 
(fare fovereign fend, there ihowr malignant Rays 
\nd fpread the fatal Venom of their Place. ‘ ' 
That ft at ion which above the Eaft doth lie, 

’neThird in order from the middle Sky, 
ian unhappy Seat ^ dc/trudttve Rill 
'o all Events, and too replete with Ill. 
far is this bad alone, tiic Scat that lies 

t T T n . . 


Thetrvclfih 
and Sixth 
tfeufet. 


dow the Weftern Hinge oppos’d to this 
dike it : Nor doth this that Scat furpafs, 
/ Vertuc of its Dignity of Place, 

__ . i it . . • _ . 


is near the nobler///'/#*: But both decline 
rom both begin a wretched Round of time, ’ 
iLabor full, for here you fall, and there you 
climb. 


i 


See fit yfi* 


Nor is the World with better Jl at ions bleR The Secord 
hove the WeJ}, nor yet below the Eaft, W Eighth 

whangs above, this downward feems to bend, tJ ‘ f ~ 
lisin the neighbouring Hinge Rill fears an end 
Wunfuftain’d is eager to defeend. 
ihappy Seats! Here Typbo rules alone 
d fills a dark inhofpitablc Throne : 
nTypho Earth produc’r, when Giants flrove 
1 Conquer Heaven, and /hook the Throne of 
* ove ' G 3 When 
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When Monfters rofc, and at a wondrous Bii 
In bignef? equal to their Mother Earth 
Vaft Sons broke forth : But Thunder luopt 

And tumbling Mountains dafht the RcbclbFc 
Typkoruf fell: Earth was too weak to lave. 
And War and He lay buried in one Grave •, 
Yet now he heaves in hi* tsEtnean 1 - mb, 
And Earth (till fears new ftruglings in ncr W 
Tht E't • That next Heaven’s topmoft poinr, wm 

le’thhovfe fctll high, 

Almoft it’s equal in the middle Sky 
With fairer Hopes, and better fortune blcit, 
Freeds its Head, and much excells the rclt* 
Flac’c near the higheft Hmge, it nfeth higher 
This Empire’s Seat, and almoft fills dclite. 
It’s Title, the exalted Place may claim 
A glorious Patron, and as great a Name, 

Is Hippy, Happy, if that word can fill 
The Greek Ex predion and commend my skill 
c, ait- Here Jove prelides in all his Pomp and State 
And to this ruling f*m* tin* thy Fate 
Tat fifth Oppos’d, and next the bottom ot the Ball 
l/ouff. Stt There lies a Seat as weaned with its tali, 
9<b> Anc j yet prepar’d, tho’ with a world ot Pain 
For other Labour, and to mount again. 
About to bear, and deftin’d to obey 
The Hint's Power, fubmittmg to its fway, 
Yet pveft not by the World, it gives a Scope 
To haughty Thoughts, and ftill penults to 
In Greek Dcmonie : But our fcanty Tongi 
Affords no proper word to grace my Song: 
Yet mind this Ration, it thy Thoughts m y 
Obfcrve its Patron, nor forget the Name; 
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W troublefome it Teems, no toil refufc 
The Labour's great, but equal’d by the Vfe. 

lth Ddn!t and Thtrd m fh ' en & th and health ^ th}rJ 

Or Sicknefs arms its venom’d Darts for fight *,»<</. 
Why Contraries fiiould thus thefe Seats poflefs 
Tis hard to find, but Phoebus aids my guefs j 
The mighty Patrons, whom thefe Scats obey ? 

In one determin’d time bear different fway ’ C See fig. o, 

And Day fuececds the Night,and Night the Day. J 
That Seat which next the Higheft Hinge doth lie 
The fit-ft declining from the middle Sky* The V n,f> 

The Sun poflefles .• From his Rays we draw Uo ^ e ’ 

Our ftate of Health, He gives our Bodies Law: 

Its Title God. 

Oppos’d to this, which firft begins to rife tl. f i- . 
From Heaven s low bottom, and brings up the h oufe. 

oKICS, 

A Seat appears juft tipt with Light, and guides 
Ihe Starry Night, in this the Moon prefides. 

The Moon that fees her Brother’s adverfe Ray ? 

That looks up to him as he guides the Day. * £ 

And imitates his Influence the wrong way : j 

She tules our Bodies, but her Face derives 
Moift rotting Powers, and waftes the Health He 
gives. 

Its Title Goddefs : But how mean thefe words 
compar’d with thofe, expreflive Greece affords ? 

But as for Heaven’s high top , the utmoft point The tmb 
u Riling, and beginning of Defcent, H onfe. 

where ’twixt the Eajlern rife, and Wefiern fall Ste 9 * 
Jove hangs the Beam at which He weighs the 

*53ll J 


H onfi. 

Ste fit. 9 , 
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This Venus graceth, here (he feats her Throne, 
And in the World’s high Face erects her own > 
That Face, whofe awful force Mankind mires, 
And yields Obedience to her pleafing Fires: 

Her Charge is Marriage, ‘for what clfe can prove 
The Office of the beauteous Queen of Love. 
Pleafure’s her aim, yet (he forgets her Eafe, 

And puts on Providence on defign to plea c. 
fortunes the Ration’s Name jobferve the Place O 
My Mufe grows weary, and contracts her pace, > j 
Refufing to expatiate in her Race. J 

The foxrtb But now go on, the lomjl point ; ot all 
t/oife. The fixt Foundation of the folid Ball, 

Which looking upward, fees the circling Light, 
And lies it felf immerft in deepeit Night, 

Stefa 9 , Is Saturn's Seat *, tho’ once he rul’d above, 

Enlov’d that Power, and fill’d the Throne of Jnt\ 
But thence thrown down, he makes his lad retreat 
To this low place, and (ills this humble Seat.' 

Him felf a Father, He pretends to bear 
Rcfpeft to Fathers , and makes Age bis care : 

This only ftation double Cares enlarge. 

For Sons and fathers Fortune are its chai ge: 
Severe and thrifty * This the Greeks proclaim 
Vtmcmm, its power cxpi-cffing in us Name. 
n- jt.fi. Now turn tiiine Eye, and view the £<tp 

JMft. plain, . , 

The fpace whence Stars renew their Courfc again, 
Where moiftned Phoebus from the Floods retues, 
Climbs up, and (hakes the Water from his FWi, 
Then gathers Beauties, whofe enlivemn,, Heac 
...f. ,. F irlt Itrikc thee, Maewy, and reft c to thy Seat 
' O happy beat, o.i whom the Art that fways 

Obc Heaven it felf; bellows its f Authors rays! 
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T he Fates of Children this is doom’d to bear, 

And all the Hopes of Parents are its care. 

One Seat remains, from whofe declining deep; The 
The Stars fall headlong, and enjoy the Deep, H«« 
Which turns the World, and now can only trace 
The back of Phoebus , that once view’d his Face: 

No wonder Nature doth this Seat bequeath 
To Pluto-, and inexorable Death ; 

For here the Day expires, this draws the light 
From all the World, and buries Day in Night, 

Nor is this all its care, on this depends. 

Faith, folid Conitancy, and Friends, 

So great that Place's power, which wafte the Ray, 
Which takes in Phoebus , and puts out the Day. 

The Jlations thefe, to which in conftant Courfe 
The Stars arriving give and take new Force, 

Where Planets touching as they wheel their round 
Mix foreign Powers, and with their own confound: 
Admitted once they make the Seat their own. 

And turn Ufurpers in another’s Throne. 

But this, if Fate my Life and Health prolong. 

Shall make the fubjett of a future Song : 

Now ends the Book, which hath ^efcrib’d at large 
The Heavenly Houfes,Guardians, and their Chargej 

For which the Mailers of the Art have found 
A proper Name , but of a foreign Sound $ 

’Tis Ottotopos. 

With mighty labour I thefe Rules prepare. 

Forgetting Plcafure, and pofleft with Care: 

So hard it is in numerous Verfe to clofe 
Unwieldy Words, and fmooth uneven Proje. 

The End of the Second Book t 
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NOTES 


). Manilius having mention’d the chief Argu¬ 
ments of Homer's Poems, concludes with a high 
Chara&er, /tiling him the Fountain of all Poetry. 
Ovid. Amvr. lib. 3. El. 8. to the fame purpofe, 

A quo, ceu Fonte perenni , 

Vatum Pieriis ora rigantur Acquis. 

And Longinus (de fublint. Sett. 1 3 ) fays not only 
Stefuborus and Archilocus , but Herodotus the Hifto- 
rian, and Plato the Philofophcr, owe their chiefelt 
Beauties to that Poet. 

2. Several 'Poems of Htfiod are loft, and Scal'u 
ger with other Criticks conjedturc, That Manilius 
refers us to tliofc loft Poems: But I think this 
and the preceding Verfc ought to be Corre&ed, 
(of this Correction perhaps I may give an account 
in a Latin Edition of this Author,) and then 
they will be found in thole pieces of Hcfiod that 
are now extant. 

3. Eratojlbcnes a Greek Poet, flourilhed in the 
time of Ptolemy Eucrgetes, about the 138 Olymp. 
He wrote of the Stars and Conftellations, and 
gave an account of all the Fables relating to them: 
I have not time to explain all thefc Fables and 
therefore (hall only direCt where they may he 
found. Concerning ’Perfeus, Andromeda, her Fa¬ 
ther Cepbcus, and her Mother Cafliopeia, vid. 0 * 
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vid. Met am. lib. 4 vcr. 665. Concerning Callijlo, 
or the great Pear, Ovid. lib. 1. vcr. 405. The 
Fable of the Little Hear may be found in Diodorus 
Skulu:, lib. 4. OfthcSnw* in the Firft Book of 
Manilius. Of the Goaf in the Firft Book of Ma¬ 
nilius, and in Cafaubon’ s Animadverlions on Atbe- 
mus : The Maid or Erigone, is Paid to be the 
Daughter of Icarus, who upon the Death of her 
Father, hang’d her felf. The Nemean Lion being 
(lain by Hercules , was plac’d amongft the Stars 
for his (hilling Skin. The Crab for pinching Her¬ 
cules when he fought the Flydra: The Scorpion 
for Killing Orion, or rather, for aflifting the Gods 
againft the Giants. The Stories of Venus taking 
the (hape of a Fi/h when file fled from the Giant 
Typho , and of the Ram who fwam over the Hel¬ 
lespont with Pbrpxus and Helie on his Back, are 
well known, and may be found in Manilius , and 
Selden de Diis Syris. 

4. This was a Fancy of the Antients, which 
fome arc not afham’d, after Experience hath lb of¬ 
ten Confuted it, to maintain ftill. 

5. The Elephants do fo, if we believe Pliny: 
Nat. H/ft. lib. 8. cap. 1. 


6 . Aries is Male. 
Gemini M. 

Leo M. 

Libra M. 
Sagittarius M. 
Aquarius M. 



Taurus Female. 
Cancer F. 

Virgo F. 
H&corpius F. 

*Capricornus F. 
Pifces F. 


7. The Humane Signs are Gemini , Libra, Vir¬ 
go, Aquarius. The Brute, Aries, Taurus , Sagit¬ 
tarius, 
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tartus ,, Caf>ricomus , Leo, Cancer, Scorpius, Pifces. 

8. Of Double Signs fome are Pairs, as Gemini, 
and Pifces: Others are made up of two different j 
Species, fuch as Sagittarius and Capricornus. 

p. The Tropick Signs are yfn'w, LrTrtf, Gw- 
c*r, and Capricorn, 

10. Their Pofition is unnatural; but this, as 
well as the foregoing Differences, will be ealily 
underftood upon view of the Signs upon a Globe. 

1 1. Concerning Day and Night Signs, there are 

different Opinions: Some fancy that Aries, Tau¬ 
rus, Gemini, Cancer , Leo, Firgo, are the Days, and 
the other fix the Nights. Others teach that the 
Male and Female are the fame with the Day and 
Night Signs. But the Opinion that Mantlius fol¬ 
lows is this, dries is a Day Sign, Taurus , Gemini , 
Night. Cancer, Leo, Day. Fir go, Libra, Night. 
Scorpius , Sagittarius, Day. Caper , Aquarius , 
Night. /V/cm Day. So that begin with Pifces, 
ana then you find two L>dy .%«* together, and 
then two and fo in Order. 

i 2. The Water Signs are Pifces and Cancer. The 
Earth Aries, Taurus , Leo, Scorpio , Gemini, Sagitta¬ 
rius, L/fovz, F/r^o : Capricornus and Aquarius be¬ 
long to both Earth and Water. 

13. The fruitful Signs are Cancer, Scorpio, Pifces, 
The are Leo, FiV^o, Aquarius. The re¬ 

maining fix are partly Barren , partly Fruitful. 

14.. The Running jk gns are Leo, Sagittarius, yi- 
rics : The flanding ofrEretted Signs, Aquarius , Ge¬ 
mini, Fir go. The Crouching Signs, Taurus , C<j«ar, 
Libra, Scorpius, Caper , Pifces. 

15. The Maim'd figns, TtfKrKf, Scorpius, Sagit¬ 
tarius, Cancer. 

16. Thp 
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th/lnrimf S r r0n fignS are Pifcts ' belonging to 
the Spring. Gemtnt to Summer. Firgo to Au- 

: tumn; and Sagittarius to Winter 

! 7 . Suppofe in the Zodiack Circle Twelve Signs 

and in every Circle 360 Parts or Degrees, and 

30 of thefe Degrees to belong to each ot the 

Twelve Signs. Begin at any of the Signs, for in- 

’ f te l V an r i in this Circle infcr *be a Tri- 
i angle, all wholeglides are equal; it is evident 

the Arch ofthe Circle which each of thefe 

; fides fubtends, contains no Parts or Degrees* 

| and . ther efore between that Sign from which you’ 

^gmto draw each fide of this Triangle, and that 

Mk^F^ft!™ iC> thCre muft be Three Si gns- 

\ **• To^fhew What Signs are to be accounted 

thfr . and f ^i laE the Poet mentions only 
il d ! e Trine of Taurus : Yet it is fufficient uoon 
View oi Fig. 1 ft. direction for all the reft. P 

i f ?• \° f“!°w the Quadrate, begin from any flgn 
|and in the Circle inferibe a Square, all whofe fides 
fare equal; the Angles fhew the Signs , and what 

\ are Rl 8 ht °r Left, you may find that in Qua- 
\ ((rates, as you did in Trines. 

• „ 2 J . The mca jJ in g of all thefe Cautions concern- 
ng and Quadrates, is in fhorr, this, You 

I muff reckon by Degrees, and not by Signs 1 f or if 
you reckon by Signs, the Figures; af Afandlius 
Jews at large in each particular, will nor 4 
be equilateral. See Fig. aft. a nd 2 d. 


21. The 
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2I ; The Signs which have an Oppofit'e afpeft 

are, 


yiries. 

Taunts. 

Gemini. 

Cancer. 

Leo. 

Virgo. 


I 

SI 


Libra. 

Scorpius. 

Sagittarius. 

Capricornus. 

Aquarius. 

Pifces. 


11 . 


The Guardians of the Sign*. 


Qf Aries, \ f 

Tauras. 

Gemini. 

Cancer. 

Leo. 

Virgo. 

Libra. 

Scorpius. 

Sagittarius, 
Capricornus. 
Aquarius, 
pifces. j L 


U 


Pallas. 

Venus. 

Phoebus. 

Mercurius. 

Jupiter. 

Ceres. 

Vulcan. 

Mars. 

Diana. 

Vejla. 

Juno. 

Neptune. 


Tire Reafons of this Aflignment are to be ta¬ 
ken out of the Old fables. 

2z. Whether Capricorn was in the Horoicope 
of Augufius, when he was Born, or when he was 
Conceived, Is difputed : However’d. ce« 
Auguflus took Capricorn for his Sign, and many 
timefits Figure is found upon his Com, * • 
Sueton. vit. Aug. cap. 94. and Spanhemm de N 

mis. v.%io, 24. See 
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24. See the Figures of thefe Signs on a Globe. 
ik. Pylades and Orefies being taken Prifoners, 
Orcjles was condemned to Die, but was allow’d 
logo and fettle fome Affairs, upon Condition 
that Pylades would ftay behind, and engage his 
life for his return : Pylades becomes Surety : 
Orejles goes, fettles his Affairs, and returns at the 
Day appointed. 

26. So call’d, becaufe in the Sign Scorpius w® 
fee nothing but the Claws. 

27. The Dodecatcmorion is the Twelfth Dart 
or two Degrees and an half of a Sign. Every 
Sign containing Thirty Degrees * for Twelve 
tunes two and an half make Thirty. Scaliger gives 
ihis Inftance. Let the propos’d Degrel be the 
Tkrumtb Degree of Gemini, multiply Thirteen by 
Twelve,, the Produft is one hundred fifty fix : Of 
rhefe give Thirty to Gemini the propos’d Sign 
Thirty to Cancer, Thirty to Leo , to Virgo Thirty 
and Vmty to Libra : There remain Six, and 
therefore the Dodecatimorion of Gemini is in the 
Sixth Degree of Scorpius But this inftance doth 

not Icem to agree with the Dodrine of Ma¬ 
nlius. 

28. Scaliger affirms, that Manilius pronofeth 
two ways to find the Dodecatcmoria or Twelfths 
n hQ ^ amS Hw-fius fays he gives but one: 
This Difpucc will be be/t determin’d by obfervins 
he Poet lumfelf, and illuftrating his Doctrine by 
two Inftances: Let the Moon be in the Sixth De¬ 
gree of Aries, multiply//* by Twelve , the Product 

Seventy two: Out of this Seventy two give the 

£ 1*9 fo ^V the fecond t0 T *”’> and 

men there remain Twelve j and therefore the 

Dode- 


9% 
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^morion o( the Mm 

h T tf nefrceTot the Dodecalemorion of Gemini. 
half Degree ^ appHes this Ex- 

2 ?' T i pr the be in the Thirteenth of Gcmi- 
ample . Let th TwentV Third of Scorpm. 

the Archofthc Zodiack between the two Planets, 
££s one Hundred and Sixty Degrees: h t n 
contains on g ve -Thirties, which being ta- 

Number there are nve d . yide thcfe lm by 

T*Z* y o?tm and an half, the Quotient is four 
■ Twelfths or Dodecatemona\ of which give one 

«« &toS2£ T\o be In the twenty 

th ‘to D The third th fortlf Dodccatemmn is this. 

but.M r *}■*■■ 

ZfZZ Mrn among® the PUneu> £ 
inVch Dodecaicmorm or Tmftb one half ft- 

^aiiit the H'c/lmi Point and the lowed I» lrit 
Heaven ; Th l Spaces, &c ,but foeFtf..*- 
,, 1. Maniliui in the beginning of his firft Book ™ 
ns - Mercury was the Inventor of that Art, which K 

intended L the Subjeft of his {Wg Jg 
,}. Either the Poetnevcr fin idl’d this Part™ 

he here promifes, or it is now loft. 
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The Third Book. 

Manilius begins this Third Book as he did the 
Second\ reckoning up and fighting the fiue- 
ml Subjects which have trnflop d other Poets, 
And declaring his Deftgn to be new and diffi¬ 
cult', Then he proceeds to /hew , i. That 

the Twelve Signs of the Zodiack are the 
chief Difpofers , and principal Governours of 
Fortunes. 2. That there are Twelve Lots 
belonging to thefe Twelve Signs, y. He names 
and deferibes thefe Lots : The firft is For¬ 
tune : The Second Warfare and Travelling: 
The third, Civil Employments: The 
Fourth , Pleadings, and all the concerns of 
the Bar : The Fifth , Marriage Acquain¬ 
tance, Guefts : The Sixth , Plenty, Wealth, 
and the means of preferving it. The Se¬ 
venth, Dangers : The Eighth , Nobility,' 
Honour, Reputation : The Ninth , Chil¬ 
dren, Education. The Tenth , Manners, 
Inftitution, Family. The EJeventh, Rate 

IJ of 
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of Health, Phyfick : The Twelfth , Wifhes, 
and the ends of them. 4. He teaches ho» 
to frit the/e Lots, Labours, or Athla to the 
feverd Signs, when the Birth belongs either to 
Day, or Night. 5. He propofeth Rules 
how to find the Horofcope. 6 . Refuting 
the Method prefcrib'd by the Chaldaeans. 
7. And fbewing how to find the different 
lengths of Days and Nights , together with 
the feveral Rtfings and Settings of the Signs 
in order to find the Horofcope. 8. Hert- 
jurnes the Difpute againfi the Chaldeans, 
and fubjoins an Account of the feveral lengths 
of Days and Nights , in the three different 
pofitions of the Sphere , Direft, Oblique, 
and Parallel. 9. He propofes another wit] 
to find the time of the Signs Rifing and Set¬ 
ting. 10. He particularly Dtfcourfes of tht 
Days Encreafe from Capricorn to Cancer. 
11. He fijews what are the proper 'Tears, 
Months, Days, and Hours of the Signs , mi 
Confutes the Opinion of fame Aftrologers con¬ 
cerning them. 12. He fings how many Hears 
belong to each Sign, and fiation. 1 ]. M 
Concludes the Book with an Account of tht 
Tropick Signs. 

I am not to Anfwer for the Afironomj , 
it is enough Jf I have made the Poet fpcalt 
intelligible Englifb . 

Whilft 
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I^new ways attempt my groveling 

To raife from Earth,and wing my Flight for Fame; 
Thro’ Woods untrodden whilft I take my way > 
Ye Mufeste ad ; for I extend your Sway C 
to larger Bounds, and make the World obey, j 
No Heaven’s befieg’d, no Thunder thrown from 
Intombs the Giants, and concludes the War: (far 
No fierce Achilles tells brave Heftorh Spoil 
Nor Priam bears the Hero to his Pile. 

No barbarous * Maid betrays her Father's truft 
Nor tears her Brother to fecure her Lull. 

No Bulls breath Fire, no Dragons guard the Prize,' 
Nor from the poyfnous feed Arm'd Harvejls rite : 

No Youth returning here renews the Old, 

Nor treacherous Prefents carry Flame in Gold. 

Nor will I ling the Babes Medea bore, 

Got by much Guilt, but ah ! deftroy’d by more. 

T be Theban Siege, the highefb Pride of Fame, 

Nor how the Town by Thunder fav’d from Flame 
Loft whilft it 2 conquer’d; nor how Spartans fought 
Round old MefJ'ana, lhall enlarge my thought. 

No Sons ? and Brothers (hall be joyn’d in one, 

Nor Mother bear a Granchild in a Son 
No Murder'd Babes 4 (hall feaft their injur’d Sire', 

Nor Days break off, and frighted Suns retire. 

None (hall defy the Sea , the Floods enflave, 

Sail o’re theMountains 9 ,and walk o’rc the Wave: 
No Afian King?. And thee, O mighty Rome, 

Thy Arms, thy Conqucjls, and thy World o’recome 
Thy Laws, thy Wars, thy Leagues my Verfe refufe, 
Thofe claim the leifure of a greater Mufe. 

H 2 


Smooth 
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Smooth Seas the Artlefs Sailer fafely tries, 

And Flowers undrefs’d in fruitful Gardens rife j 
He works fecurcly, who in Gold defigns, 

When e’en the rude unpolilht Metal Shines} 

On fpecious Subjc&s common Wits compofe, 

For where the Matter takes, the Fancy flows } * 

And every vulgar Author writes with eafe, 

Secure of Credit, where the Themes can pleafe. 
This way fome take to Fame: Thro’ Words mi-' 
known, 

And things abftrufc my Mufe goes boldly on, 
Obfervcs all Interchange of Times, compares 
The fatal turns, and views the Leagues of Stars, 
Things fo remote, fo intermixt, and wrought 
With Parts in Parts*, they are too fine for thought. 
To know them is too much, but to explain 
How great! to bind in Vcrfc Ihews more than Mm. 

Then coinc, who e’re thou art thatbring’fta Mind 
To know high Truth, and patient Thoughts to 
find '■> 

Hear folid Reafon, and go on to gain 
True ferious Knowledge, but neglcft the vain : 
No Kings at Aulis fworn, no tales of Troy 
With Priam’s tears, or Helen's fatal Joy, 

Nor hope fvveet Vcrfc.and curious turns to find, 
l’il leave thy Pafiions, and inltruft thy Mind : 
And tho’ fome Words of foreign Stamp appear, 
Seem liarfii, untun’d, unealie to thy Ear } 

This is the SubjctP s not the Writer's fault, 

Some things areftifl,and will not yield to thought? 
I muft be plain : And if our Art hath found 
Ex’preflions proper, it negleds the Sound. 

Thy Mind well purg’d from vainer Cares com- 
For now my MuJ'e is eager to difclofc, (P™* 
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The nicefl Secrets; which obfei v’d, impart 
Fateh Laws, and prove the fnreJt Guides to Art. 

When Nature order’d this vafl Frame to rife 
Nature, the Guardian of thefe Myfteries, 

And fcatter’d Lucid Bodies o’er the Skies’} 5 
When fhe the Concave , whence diredily fall 
Streight Lines of Influence round the folid Ball, 
Had fill’d with Stars y and made Earth, Water, Air.’ 
And Fire , each other mutually repair} 

That Concord might thefe differing parts controul, 
And Leagues of mutual Aid fupport the whole } 
That nothing which the Skies embrace might be 
From Heaven's fupreme Command and Guidance 
On Man the chicfefl: Objedf of her Cares ('free. 
Long time fhe thought,then hung his Fates on Starr, 
Thofc Stars, which plac’d i’th’ Heart of Heaven, 
difplay 

The brightell: Beams,and Ihare the greateft fway *, 
Which keep a conftant Courfe, and now reflrain 
Tk Planets Power, now yield to them again j 
Thus fometimes ruling, fometimes rul’d, create 
The ftrange and various Intercourfe of Fate. 

To thefe her Powers wife Nature’s Laws di- 
fpenfe 

Submitting all things to their Influence : 

But then as Emperours their Realms divide. 

And every Province hath its proper Guide, 

So ’cis in Signs \ they have not equal Shares 
Of common Power, cacli Fortune claims its Stars." 
Our Studies, Poverty, Wealth, Joy and Grief, 

With all the other Accidents of Life 
She parcels out} to proper Scars confines 
The Lots in number equal to the Signs. 


The ttveh 
Lots of ib 
twelve 
Signs. 


Thefe 
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Thefe grac’d with proper Names and Place contain 
The various Fortunes incident to Man, 

Yet fo contriv’d, that they are always found 
In the fame 6 Order, in the fatal Round. 

Yet are not Lots thus fixt to Signs to lie 
Pofleffing the fame 7 Station in the Sky} 

And from one place dirc&ing down to Earth 
An equal Influence work on every Birth ; 

But ftill the Ttme of every Birth confines 
Thefe Lots to Seats, and makes them change their 
Signs, 

That every Lot from every Sign may now, 

And vary the Nativity below. 

But left Confufion too much Change produce, 
And make the Art too intricate for Vfe ; 

’Pis ordered thus > 

That when the Birth’s firft Minute hath decreed 
The firft Lot's Station, then the reft fucceed 
In following Signs y each Fortune takes its Seat ; 
Jn proper Order, till the Round's complcat: 
Take thefe Ihort Rules till flowing Verfe dilate, 
Unfolding all the Myfteries of Fate. 

Thefe Lots which thus decreed to Signs contain 
The various Fortunes incident to Man ; 

As Planets joyn with a malignant Ray, 

Or Kind } or as the rolling Skies convey 
To different Hinges , fo the Fortune fpreads, 

And well or ill the whole Dcfign fucceeds: 

Their Names and Kinds obliging Afo/e rcherfe,| 
And fing their Titles in no vulgar Verfe, 

That late Pofterity with Joy may throng 
To Themes unknow n^nd crowd to learn my Song. 
Fortune's the firft : This Name our Art beftow}, 

And what it fignifies the Title Ihows. 

• • Hen 
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Here Houfe it found, with all that may conduce 
To Houfe, either for Ornament or Ufe: 

What train of Servants, what extent of Field 1 

Shall aid the Birth , or give him room to build: 

When large Foundations may be iafcly laid, 

Or Hmfcs roof’d * if Friendly Planets aid. 

Warfare** the next: And ’tis in This decreed Secondly 
How every Native fliall jn ^irms iucceed: 

What Dangers wait them when abroad they roam* 

To pick; up Follies which they mifs at home. 

Civil Employments in the Third we find, Tbbiur 
Tho thofe too juftly may be ftylM a kind 
Of Warfare , when two different Iaterefts jarr. 

Oppos’d in tides, and make a fort of War. 

Here’s Patronage, and here our Art deferies 
What breaks its bands, what draws the clofer tiesjj 
Shows what Rewards our Services may gain. 

And how too often we may court in Vain: 

All this as planets friendly Aids confpire, 

Or temper Signs with their unlucky Fire. 

Proceed^ my JHuft; for in the next appear Fourth lot. 
Th$ Court Concerns, and Fortunes of die .Bar, 

The pleading Patron with the fearful Throng 
Of trembling Clients hanging on his Tongue. 

Thedlnoatb Peitfwador who fhall teach the Laws, 

And fettle Right ? whilftT*uth fupports theCaufej 
For from this lot the Planets Rays difpenfe 
The various Powers of winning Eloquence. 

The Fifth to Marriage Sacred yet pretends Fifth lot. 
To Guefts, Acquaintance, Company, and Friends; 

Here we difeern the Common League that binds 
The Equal Souls, and joyns agreeing Minds. 


Fourth Lot,. 


But 
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Here /Aw/e is found* with *11 that may conduce 
To Houfty either for Ornament or Ufe: ^. r - 

What train of Servants, what extent of Field ’ r ‘ 11 

Shall aid the Birth, or give him room to build: 

When large Foundation/ may be wfely laid. 

Or ftofex roof’d if Friendly Planets aid. 

Warfare the next: And ? tis in This decreed Stands 
How every Native flwll in Arms fqcceed: 

What Dangers wait them when abroad they roam. 

To pick up Follies which they mifs at home. 

Civil Employments in the Third we find, Third Lot, 

Tho thoie too juftly may beftylM a kind 
pf Warfare - 7 when two different Intereft* jarr. 

Oppos’d in Jides, and make a fort of War. 

Here’s Patronage , and here our Art deferies 
What breaks its bands, wfiat draws the cloferties^ 

Shows what Rewards our Services may gain, 

And how too often we may court in vain: 

All this as Planets friendly Aids confpire. 

Or temper Signs with their unlucky Fire. 

Proceed, my Atufcy for in the next appear Fourthly. 
Th? Cow# Concerns, and Fortunes of the .Bar, 

The pleading Patron with the fearful Throng 
Of trembling Clients banging on his Tongue. 

Tne,iffnoGtb Pcrfwadcr whofhall teach the Laws, 

And fettle Right^whilft Tenth fupports the Caufe * 

For from this Lot the Planets Rays difpenfe 
The various Powers of winning Eloquence, 

The Fifth to Marriage Sacred yet pretends Fifth Let, 
To Guefta, Acquaintance* Company, and Friends; 

Here wedifeern the Common League that binds 
The Equal Souls, and joyns agreeing Minds. 


Fourth Lit* 
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SkitM. But in the fixib, rich Plenty takes her Throne, 
With Prefervation •* And from this tis known . 
What ftores of Wealth ihallcome, how long their 

As Planets tamper with their ruling Ray: 

. The Seventh in horrid Dangers (hall engage 
jT Uh The Birth, if Planets not correct its Rage. 

1 '. The Eighth Nobility pretends to claim, 

^ Where Honour fits with her attendant Fame, 
Where Family ereft maintains her Place, 

And finding Favour with her winning Face. 
Ninth Lot: The Ninth the doubtful Lot of Children bears? 

' With all the Pious Parents hopes and Fears, > 
The Tutor' s Induftry, and Guardian s Cares. j 
Tenth Lot. The mx { to this the Aft °f Fife contains, 

And fhevvs how far a good Example reigns: 
How by their Mafters form'd Slaves % take their 

wa y 

To Tasks aflign’d, and cheerfully Obey. 

Ei iV mtb The following is a Lot of high concern, 

Lot. For hence the ftate of flrengtb and Healths learn. 
When griev’d, we live obnoxious to Difcafe, 

Or free from Sicknefs, and confign’d to Eafe 
Let none who value Health, this refufe. 
When they would time for wholfomeP^M 
For hence we are with molt exattneft taugh 
To gather Drugs, or mix the favmg Draught 
T»:ifth The Laft, and which the Round concludes, con 

Lot. « tains , _ . 

The End of all our Wiftes and our Pams, 

Shews if to what our feveral Aims addrefs 
Obtain’d, (hall crown our Studies with Succefs, 
Whether with faumng Arts we court the Great, 
Or'fimnning Crouds, to Privacy retreat^^^ 
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Whether we Plead at the Contentious Barr 
Or Plough the Sea, and gather Wealth from far; 

Or tear the Earth, to crowd our ftorcs with Grain 
Or bring unruly Bacchus to the Prefs again * 

For thefe, if Planets profper the EfFeft * y 

You may fit moments, and fit Days expeft > 

From this one Lot , and all the reft neglect j 
Thefe Planets 8 Powers, and how their Rays 
mfufe, 

Or Good, or Bad, fhall then engage my Mufe, 

When their EfFe&s fhe Sings-_ 

But now left hudled things confufedly wrought. 

Diftraft thy Mind, and difeompofe thy Thought • 

Let Verfe in Method orderly impart 
The /ingle naked Elements of Art \ 

And fince my ventrous Mufe hath bound in 
Rhime, 

The various Labours of the Round of Time, 

(Whit Greece calls Athla t happy Greece in Song 
Are now call’d Labours in a meaner Tongue ) * 

Which to Twelve Lots conveniently aflign’d 
Determine all the Fortune of Mankind .- 
Her Theme purfuing, (he will next comprifc 
The Feveral Signs with which the Labours rife $ Iv - 
For to one Seat they are not always ty’d, tbt 

Nor from one Sign at every Birth prefide ; toboMuJ 
They change their ftation, as the Round they toihtSign,. 
move, 

Yet /till their Order is the fame above. 


But left you fhould imperfeft Schemes coraplcat, 
Nor juftly fuit each Labour to its Seat ", 

Firft find the place by Fortune's Lot pofieft, 
(Fortune the firft, and Leader of the reft; 


That 
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That done, to following Signs in order join 
The Lots , and give each Labour to its Sign : 

And to (ecure thy fearch for Fortune s place 
Two Rules (hall guide thee, and enfold the Mile, 
The moment known when firft the Birth began,1 
Whtnfbt T^e planets join’d to Signs to form the Plan, \ 
Zs * And Scheme ere&ed for the future Man * $ 

Vaj> If then the Sun with an exalted Ray ? 

Above the Eaft and Weft commands his way, S, 
Then fafely fix, and give the Birth to Dm'. J 
But if through lower Skies he wheels the Light, 
The Day refigns, and yields the Birth to Night. 

This fettled, if the Birth belongs to Day, 

The Rule is (hort, and not obfcure the Way, 
From that Degree, where then the 9 Sm prefides, 
To that Degree where gloomy Lma ride.. 
Count thro’ the following fans, and1 as you pafs, 
Fxaftlv mark what Numbers fill the (pace. 
Thence from the Eafi cm point, which art ur « 
Hath (fil’d the Horofcope , an equal number of De 

rrkiinwins the circling Zodiack as it bends, 
Count thro’ theS^and where theNumber ends, 
There fix the Seat of Fortune y thence confine 
In order every Labor to its Sign. 

' Butif when N^bt-her fable Wings hath fpreail, 
uhtn to The Birth (tarts forward from his Genial Bea , 
a ilbt. j n different manner, then thy Numbers * an 6 € » 

wSVfi Order, let thy » MM cha go, 
The Moon, who imitates her Brother s Ugh, 
And governs in her own Dominion, AtfW, 
Obferve : Thence thro’ the Sim in order run, 
To find how far (he’s diftant from the u . ^ 
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The Native's Horofcope be next thy Care, 

And from that Point, begin to count as far 
As thole Degrees permit thy Thoughts to pafs; 

And where they (top, there fettle Fortune's place. 

And then to following Signs the reft confine 
In order, every Labor to its Sign. 

Perhaps thefe Precepts may appear too nice, 

For who can find the Horofcope in Skies H V * 

Immenfe, (till circling with impetuous force, find /be 
In Motion reftlefs, and fo fwiftin Courfe ? > Horofcope 

Yet this not rightly fix*, our Art can boaft 
No certainty, and all our Labour's loft : 

As wretched Travellers are doom’d to ft ray 
When thofc miftake, who (hould diredt the Way. 

Becaufe the Points which all the reft controul, 

Mifplac’d at firft, muft influence the whole, 

And fince the routing Skies move fwiftly on, \ 

A different Face is every moment (hown, / 

The Scheme muft be uncertain, and the Birth un-C 
known. j 

Yet tho’ of greateft Vfe, ’tis hard to gain 
This Knowledge $ and our Search is oft in vain: 

For who can in his narrow Breaft comprife 
The World immenfe, and who obferve the Skies, 

Winch with eternal Revolutions move, 

And Circling, meafure the vaft Orb above ? 

Wliat Diligence can e’re deferibe its Face,' 

What Art can fix in fo immenfe a fpace ? 

Thofe Points where Eafi and Weft exa&ly fall, 

Which Crowns the Top, and which fupports the 
Ball ? 

I know the Method, the » Chaldaan Schools r * v '-. f 
frefenhe, but who can fafely truft their Rules ? 

To fitted* 
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To each attending Sign, to find their Powers, 
They equal time allow, that time two Hours: 

And then from that Degree, from which the Sun 
Begins to Hart, his daily Courfe to run, 

Two Hours to each fuccecding Sign they give; 
Still thus allowing, ’till their fearch arrive 
At the Degree and Sign they feek, for where 
The Number ends, the Horofcope is there. 

But falfe the Rule; Oblique the Zodiack Iies,i 
The firfi And Signs as near, or far remov’d in Skies, > 
A'iumtHti obliquely mount, or elfe dircdtly rife: j 

wf. tbt in Cancer , fo immenfe his Round , the Ray 
lua£ ’ Continues long, and flowly ends the Day ; 
Whilfb Winter’s Caper in a Ihorter Track 
Soon wheels it round, and hardly brings it back.* 
Aries and Libra, equal Day with Night, s 
Thus middle u Signs to the Extrcams are oppofite> 
And Signs Extream too, vary in their Light. 

Nor are the Nights l?fs various than the Days 1 
Equal their meafure, only Darknefs fways, V 
In Signs adverfe to thofe that bore the Rays:) 
Then who can think when Days and Nights arc 
found. 

In length fo differing thro’ the Yearly Round, 
There fhould be given to every Sign in Skies, 

An equal Space, an equal Time to rife ? 

But more than this .* The 14 Hours no certain 
The Second fpace 

Arimtnt. Q f t j me conta i n> but vary with the Days: 

Yet every Day in what e’re Sign begun, 

Beholds fix Signs above the Horizon, 

Leaves fix below; and therefore Rules defpife, 7 
Becaufe the Hours no equal time comprife, > 
Which give two Hours to every Sign to rife, jj 
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The Hours in number Twelve divide the Day 
And yet the Sun with an unequal Ray ” 

Now makes a Ihorter, now a longer Ray.' 

Nay farther, tho* you many ways purfue 
To find their length you’l never meet the true, 

But thus: Take all that fpace of time the Sun 
Meets out, when every daily Round is Run, find "hi* 
Let equal Portions next that time divide; different 
And then thofe Portions orderly apply’d tf 

To Days, will flic w their length, from thence ap- SgT “1 
pears * h fadtk 

Their varying Meafures through the rouling Years. Hot* ‘ 
The Standard this, by which our Art Eflays fcope. 
Winter’s flow Nights, and tries the Summer’s 
Days. 

This mult be fixt, when from th’ Autumnal 
Scales, 

The Day declines, and Winter’s Night prevails: 

Or in the Ram whence Winter’s Nights retire 
The Hours reftoring to the Summer’s Fire : 

In thofe two Points, the Day and Night contain 
Twelve equal Hours. For with an even rein 
The Sun then guides,and wliilft his Care doth roul 
Thro’ Heaven’s midd Line, he leans to neither 
Pole: 

But when remov’d, he to the South declines 1 

And in the ** Eighth Degree of Caper (hines*, 

The Winter’s halty Day moves nimbly on 

Nine 16 Hours and half; fo foon the Light’is gone. 

But Night drives flowly in her gloomy Carr 
Takes fourteenHours and half for herunequalfliare- 
Thus twice twelve Hours in Day and Night are 
found, ° 

To fill the natural Meafure of the daily Round. 

Thence 




,08 MJNILIVS. Book III. 

Thence Light encreafes dill, as Nights decay, J 
* rill Cancer meets her in the Fiery way, > 
And fets fure bounds to her encroaching fway.j 
Then turns the Scene, and Summers day defeends 
Thro’ Winter's Hours, ftill lofmg as it bends: 
And then the Days of equal length appear, 

With Nights, W adverfe Seafon of the Year, 
And Nights with Days : For by the fame Degree* 
That once they lengthened, now the Times de* 
create 

Thefe Times our Art can fliew, but thefe belong 
To future Rhiraes, and claim another Song. 

Thus meafure thofe, who live where fruitful 
Nile , . 

With Summer Torrents fwoln o’reflows the Soil; 
Whofefeven large Mouths* the Skies can boafh 
no mote ( 

__ Of Planets , vomit with impetuous Roar, ( 

*nd set- And beat the Ocean from the foaming Shore. ) 
tint of the Now learn what '7Stadia, learn what timesinSkies 
sign firft. signs ask to Sett, and what they claim to Rife : 

#/ Stadia; obferve, fhort rules my Mufe, but full fhe bring?; 
and Hwr/. ^ rou i f r0 m Her, crowded up with 


Things . 

For Aries , Prince of all the Signs compnfe 7 
Putt forty Stadia, for his time to rife* > 

But Eighty give him when He leaves the Skies: J 
One Hour, and one third part his rife com* 

pleats, . 

This fpace of time, He doubles when He fets. 
The'following Signs to Libra rijing, claim 
tight Stadia more-, and Setting low the 

fame - And 
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And thus in order following Signs require 
Still fixteen Minutes more to raife their Fire, 

And lofe as much, when fetting they retire : 

Thus figns to Libra, 18 as they rife increafe 
And thu9 they lofe when they defeend to Seas: 

For all the Signs that do from Libra range, 

Take equal meafures, but the Order change j 
For Signs adverfe to equal times engrofs. 

But fetring Gain, and ftill arife with lofs. 

Thus Hours and Stadia which bright Aries gets 
When rifing, Libra lofeth when /he fets; 

And all the time, which when He leaves the 
Skies, 

The Ram po/Iefles, Libra takes to rife: 

By this Example, all the reft define, 

The following imitate the leading Sign. 

This rightly fixe, if you thefe Rules purfue. 

The Horofcope lies open to thy view •, 

Securely work, fince you can fix in Skies 
The times, and Stadia , for the Signs to rife: 

From that Degree and Sign, in which the Sun 
Begins to ftart, his daily Courfe to run, 

Count fairly on, and all the work is done. 

Another method, if you this refufe, 

Shall lead thee right, and be as plain to ufe: Anther 
For if the Horofcope you feek by Day, Mttbtd. 

Obferve thefe Rules, which ihew the fureft 
Way; 

Firlt find what Hour, the Birth is born, and 
then 

Add five to that, and multiply by Ten 
Add five, for every Hour the Signs afeend 
Thrice five Degrees, in the Celeftial Bend : 

This 
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Thisdoite, that Degree in which the Sign 
Then rouls the Sun, and to this Number join; 
From this whole Sum, one Thirty parts apply d 
To the Sun’s Sign, nor to the reft deny d, 

As following they in otder lie, will (how 
The thing you fought for, and defign to know: 
For where the Number erfdS, that Sign and Pdrt 
Is Horofcope: Thus fpeak the Rules of Art. 

By Night your learch demands a different 

To the Nights Hour, *• add all the twelve of LWy, 
From this whole Sum the Thirty parts apply 
To following Signs as they in order lie*. 

And where the Number ends, that Sign ^and Part 
Is Horofcope : Thus fpeak the Rules of Art. 

Thus you may find the Horofcope in Skies, 

And tho’ Oblique the Circling Zodiack \ ies. 

This Point determin’d, you may fix them all. 
What Crowns the Tog, and what fupports the Ball: 
The Signs tme Setting, and true Riling trace, 
Afiign to each their proper Powers and P ace, 
And thus what ftubbprn Nature’s Laws deny, 
Our Art (hall force, and fix the rowling Skie. 
Nor is o’re all the EaTth, the length of 

Third Ar ' And Day the fame ; they vary with the light i 
SJ'tfcNor, would the Ram alone and Seal's agree, 

In DV and Night ; in every Sign would be 
am. The Equinox , if as thefe Rules dcviie, 

Two Hours were given to every Sign to rile. 

Tot lemih In that Pofition where Diretih the Spheic, 

•f n*/’ And in the Horizon both Poles appear > 
avdNtthtSry. ‘jyjy maintains an equal length to NgMj 
Sphcc And that tlfurps not on the others Right: ^ 


Book III. MA NILIV Sf 
No Inequality in Skies is found, 

But equal Day, and equal Night goes round. 

Thofe Days and Nights which Spring and Autuma 
bear, 

They fee unvary’d thro’ therowling Year, 

Beeaufe the circling Sun in every 9ign 
Runs roundj and meafures ftill an equal Line ; 
Whether thro’Twer’s height he bears the Day ? 
Or thro’ the Goat oppos’d He bends his way, > 
The Day s alike, nor do the Nights decay. Y 
For tho Oblique the Zodiack Circle lies. 

Yet all the Zones do at right Angles rife 
Still Parallel * and whilft the Sphere is Right 
Half Heaven is Hid* and half expos’d to light. 
Hence take thy way, and o’rc Earth’s mighty 
Bend 

From this riiidft Region move to either End, 

As weary Steps convey thee up the Ball 
By Nature rounded and hung midft the All 
To cither Pole •, whilft you your way purfue 
Some parts jyichdraw, and others rife to view. 

|To you thus mounting as the Earth doth rife 
So varies the Pofition of the Skies, 

Afid all the Signs that role Dir eft before 
Obliquely mount, and keep that Site no more *, 

Oblique the Zodiack grows, for whilft we range, 

Fno fixt its place, yet ours we freely change j 
Tis therefore plain that here the Days muft prove 
. different Lengths, fince Signs obliquely move, 
wie nearer roul, whilft fome remoter rove, 
to ineafure ftill unequal Rounds.above; 

As nearer to th zAr flick Round you go 
Hie Hours increafe, and Day appears to grow 5 


In ah Ob* 

lique 

Sphere. 


On this 
fide the 

ArSick. 

Circle. 
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The Summer Signs in ample Arch invade 
Our Sight, the Winter life immerft m Shade , 

The mdre yon Ndtthrvdrd mbve, the mote yoof 

Their KfotftoftV they Kt ai fobn asrife: 

_ . . . But Da f s this Round, as you- your way purfue, 

Jralk Each sfgn Withdraw^ With 'S U 'S s < 2?| S 

Circle. Then Darknefcxomes, and chaceS Light away, 
Arid thirty Rights excludes the-Dawn of pay: 
Thus by degrees' D&y wafts,-Signs ceafe to rife./ 
For bellying Barth ftill riling up denies > 
Their Light a PaTagfe, and eonfihw o«r Eyes. 3 
Continued Nights, Continued Dbys»PP“^ 

And Months no more fill up the rorilmg Year. 
in « mfl, . Should Nature place us where the 
$r pjrtilel Creak round the Pole, and grind th p PP 8 » 

sphere. Midft g n ows eternal, where th /? 

Conceal'd leans forward on the frozen Air , 
Thc S W6rld would feem, if we fhrvey d the whole, 
Erctt and Handing on the riether Pole. 

Its fides, as when a Top fpins round, incline 
Nor herd nor there, but keep an even Line, 

And there Six Signs of Twelve would fill the ligh } 
And never fettirtg at an equal Wight C 

Wheel with the Heavens, and fpread a conitan ) 

And whifftthro’ tliofe the Sun direfts his way > 
For long Six Months with a contmoled Ray ? 

He chaces Darknefs, and extends the Day. J 

H But when the Sun below the Line defeends 
With full Career, and to the lower bends, t 
Tiipn one long Night continued Darknefs join, 
And whilft he wanders thro’ the Winter s Sign 


Th! 
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The ArCtick Circle lies immerft in Shade, 

And vainly calls to feeble Starsfor Aid : 

Becaufe the Eyes that frdm the Pole Purvey 
The bellying Globe, fcarce meafure half the way. 
The Orb ftill riling Hops the Sight from far, 

And whilft we forward look, we find a Bar : 

For from the Eyes the Lines dircftly fall. 

And Lines direft can ne’er furround the Ball j 
Therefore the Sun to thofe low Signs confin’d 
Bearing all Day and leaving Night behind. 

To thofe that from the Pole Purvey denies 

? is chearful Face, and Darknefs fiils their Eyes; 
ill having-fpent as many Months, aspaft 
Thro’ Signs, he turns, artd tilethto the North at 
laft: 

And thus, in this Pofition of the Sphere T 
Owe only Day, one only Night appear S 

On either fide the Line , and make the Yean 5’ 

* What different forts of Days and Nights are 
known 

In all Pofitions thus my Mufe hath' fiiown , 

Her Work goes on, and Ihe mult next comprifc?] 
What Signs appear, what Times they claimtorifcS* 
In all Pofitions of the moving Skies: y 

That when you follow Art, and boldly prefs ry 
To find the Horofcopc , a juft Succefs f 

May meet thy fearcli, and into knowledge raifeti 
thy guefs. 

But who can all their various times reherfe ? 
Compute fo much, and ftate Accounts in Verfc? 
Therefore this part let general Rules define, •y 
Letthofa that follow my advanc’d Defign > 
Apply them right, blit let the Rules be mine. Ji 


Where* 
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- 0 Wlierc-evcr plac’d; by thefe few Rules proceed, 

Another Mature fettled, and by Art decreed} 
my tofnd p* r a count how many aI Hours compleat theNight) 
th L eT c- ne or Dav, when Crtwer in the Summer’s height J 

Ihort darknefs bounds theUght A 
Setting by Day’s Hours by Six divide, one fixth devife 
Hours, rj- 0 following Leo as his time to rile : 

Niftht fo divided too one Sixth beftow 
On Taurus^ that his riling time will fhow: 

But then obferve the difference of the time 
Which Leo takes, and which the Bull to climb, 
That into Three divide, and thence apply, y 
Bcfidethe time which Taurus takes to mounttheC. 
One (ingle Third to Naked Gemtm. (Sky/ 
The like to Cancer , and the like Account 
To fiery Leo as his time to mount j . 

Then reckon all, you’ll find the Sum the fame T 
Which from the firft Divifion to Leo came, > 
.When one fixth part of Day was given to railed 
his Flame. 

By the feme Method tfrgd *s time define: 

But this Condition runs thro’ every Sign, 

The following keeps thofe Hours the Sign before 
Obtain’d to life, and vulgarly adds more: 

As thefe an orderly Encreafe maintain, 

So Signs from Libra llill decreafe again; 

But different Order they obferve in Skies, 

The Hours thefe claim to Set, thofe take to R% 
Br Stadia. But if you count by Stadia , (Range the Name, 

But keep the Method, for the Rule s the fame. 
Seven Hundred Txvcnty Stadia fill the Round, 

No more in Day, no more in Night are found: 


By Stadia. 


Hence 
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Hence take as many as compleat the Night, > 
When glowing Cancer in the Summer’s hight c 
Bears Pbcebus^nd fhort darknefs bounds the light. 
The reft by Six divide, one Sixth devife 
To fiery Leo as his time to rife} 

Night’s Stadia fo divide, one Sixth beftow 
On Taurus Take the Difference twixt the TwoJ 
That Sum divide by Three , and thence apply, j 
Befide the Stadia Taurus takes to mount the Sky, v 
One fingle Third to naked Gemini. 3 

Thus to the reft proceed, but ftill confine 
To following Signs the Stadia of the former Sign, 
With one Third Part's Encreafe} till Libra's Ray 
This Reckoning'(tops, and (hews another way; 

For Signs from Libra different Rules comprife, V* 
A different Order they obferve in Skies, 

The Stadia others claim,to Set they take to Rife,-* 
Thofe Stadia too in which the reft afeend 
Thefe Winter Signs in flowly fetting fpend. 

Thus having fixt th z Stadia, now purfue 
The Dorofcope, kis open to thy view } 

From that Degree in which the Sun doth mount 
Obferve my Method, and begin to count} 

Give proper Hours to every Sign to rife, 

And proper Stadia to afeend the Skies, 

Work by .thofe Rules which I have fhewn before, 
Securely work, for you can err no more. 

By what advance the Winter Months encreafe, 
(For they advance not by the fame Degrees 
Thro’ every Sign, till on the Ram they light, j 
Which equals Time, and Day adjufts to Night.) ] 
Mull nexf .be fhewn to all that prefs to learn, < 
Short are the Rules, but yet of great Concern, 


10. 

Hotv Days 
encreafe 
from Ca* 
pricorn f 
Cancer. 
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Fir ft take the mcafure of the fhorteft Day >' 
And longeft Night,-when with unequal Ray > 
Tlird’ Caper Phpbt* drives the narrow way. j 
Then count the » Hours which Day tnpft tyield to 
And in three Portions let the Sum be laid* (Shade, 

One of ehefe Parts to th’^d/<?#£wapply’d 

Shews the Increafe of Day on either fide: 

For as the FirJHs by ikeMdft furpafs’d 
One mU fo that’s exceeded by the lajt. 

Thus thro’ Three Signs ihcDa/s Increafe is mown, 
The following takes what to the£.aft was grown,? 
And adds an equal Portion of its own. p'. 

for Inftanee: To the Goriqueft Nightailjgn 
Full Fifteen Hours, and give tne'Day but Nine: 
Three Hours the difference. Now the Goat hath 
To lengthen Day the fpace of half, an Hour /Power 
One Hour Aquarius, adds, :the Fifb6s)oyn 
As much as Both,’ and With the reft combine; 
Thus three HourS: fill'd, adjufted Time they bring 
To Aries, and he equals Day and Night in Spring. 

The Sixth part pf the Time, or more or left, 
Whate’re it proves, is the firft Sign's Increafe} 
The Second doubles What the Firfi furpafs d, 

And givps it to be trebled by the laft. 

But from th g W Equihofiial point the Day 
Receives increafe, : but in another way 4 
for Aries takes as many Hours from Night, 

•As Pifces feiz-’d before in their own Right} 

And to com bleat the Rapine Taurus ‘joins 
One’Hobr, onefflhlfis added by the Twins ; 
Thus whilft thefe Signs the Time to Day reltoie, 
fright juftly lofe?,'as.it gain’d before. 

From CaferthmDecreafing Nights appear, . 
And Heaven turns up the right fide of the Year, 
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Tjie Day proceeds, to lengthen aU.the.way, 

Till high m, Cancer rais’d it finds a Stay 
The Soljlice. then: when Day and Jffjgqt. are found 
Equal to Night and J)qy that drove the Winter 
Then by the fame degrees again the Light (round. 
Decreasing, what it took returns to,Night 
Thus far advanc’t in Art my Verfe .defines 
Theproper Tears,Monthsjf(ours, and Days of Signs : 
Thele muft be fliewn/or Signs have Days &, Hours, 
And Months,and Years when they exert their Pow- 
Firft then,that Sign.in which the Sun appears/ers. 
(Becaufe the Sun meafures out the time) 

(Jlaims the firft Year: On following, Signs beftow 
Jhe following Years as they.in Order go. 

And fo the Moon, for as fhe rounds the Skies, 
She meafures Months, to Signs the Months applies. 
Of Dy/s mA Hours the Horofcopc poffell ’ (reft. 
0 f ; thefirft parts, to<following.Signs commits.Uie 
This Nature orders, all her Months and Tears, 
And Days , and Hours, (he parcels out to Stars f 
That as they run-their CoUrfe they alLmayfind 
The different Signs, and vary in their, kind. 

This Nature orders too *, and hence there fprings 
That various Difcord that is leen in Things; ' 

In one continued Stream no Fortune flows, 

Joy mixes Grief, -and Tleafui cs urg’d-by Woes: 
Inconftancy in every part appears. 

Which Wifdom never trufts, but Folly.fears. 

Thus Years from Years,and as they roulthe round 
The Months.from‘Months,and Days from Days are 
To differ : no returning Hours reftorc (found 
That fort of Fortune whieh they brought before: 
Becaufcthe 7lw;«,as round their Courfe they run, 
Meet different Signs, and are not bound to One; 

~ Tliq 


. it'. 

The Tears, 
Months, 
■Pajs y a»t 
I/ours of 
signs. 
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The pays and Hours their ruling Signs obey, p 
TheMonth’s the influence which they giveconvey> 
And temper all things by their fatal Ray. } 
. , Some Authors Write, (for who can hope to 

fi ' i I p p 

opinion. Opinions join, or find the World agree ?) 

concerning That from the Horofcope our Art defines 

the Tew, Q ays t j ie Hours, the Years, and Months of 

M°J b D*n ‘ Signs’♦, , . 

tfsiMi. From that alone let the Account begin, 

And all the reft will orderly fall m: 

And whilft the others, as before ’twas fhown, 0 
Three Heads of reckoning ask, theA#x>n,the Sun,> 
And Horofcope , thefc ftill demand but One : j 
Yet ftill as great, their difference muft appear, 
Month difagrees with Month, and Year with Year, 
And Hours and Days: For with uneven pace,^ 
Tho’ ftarting all together, they run the Race, > 
And never make Returns in equal fpace: j 

Twice to the Signs each w Hour the Days reftore 
Twice every Month, brings round the Days, and 

more.- , ' 

Qnce every Year the Months to Signs are born, 

An 4 when Twelve Years are run, the Years re¬ 
Refund. ?Tis hard to think, and Nature’s Laws rejefl 
One fmgle Time , fo differing in effedt: 

That when one Sign for Years and Months ap- 

Bad Fate fhould clog the Months , Good Crown 
the Years : 

Or that the Sign which thro’ the Months conveys 
Bright Fortune, Ihould with Black infeft the Days: 
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Or that the Star ^ which with afflicting Power, 

The Day oppreffeth, fhould exalt the Hour. 

Vain therefore their attempt, who fondly hope 
The Times to reckon from the Horofcopc , ’ 

And think becaufe with an unequal Date, 

They come to Signs 7 that thefe Returns creates 
Their different, odd varieties of Fate. 5 

Abfurd Opinion / which with fruitlefs pain, \ 

They ftrive to prop with mighty Names in vain,r 
It finks, and falls with its own ftupid weight a-( 
gain. J 

This fung, and Times to Signs apply’d, the **• 
Mufe How mnp 

Would beg releafe, and further Task refufe; J <nn ie \ 
But lo the Subject grows: The next muft fhow Sn “and 
What length of Times the feveral Signs beftow : station. 
This muft be known when in your fearch for Fate 
You mcafure Life, and fix the gloomy Date. 

Ten Years and One, but one third part with¬ 
drawn, 

The a s Ram extends the wretched Life of Man; 

Poorly he gives, as frugal of his Store, 

Whilft Taurus adds two Years to thefe the Twins 
two more. 

Full fixteen Years Eight Months, from Cancer 
flow. 

But two Years more the Lion *s rays beftow. 

From Virgo twenty Years, eight Months convey’d. 

Enlarge the Birth : The Scales give equal to the 
Maid: 

Scorpio's as much as Leo 's Rays difpcnfe. 

The Centaur equals Cancer's influence; 


Of 
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Of Years, twice feven, eight Months the Goat\ 

Though young .Aquarius hiineswith feebler rays, f 
Four Years he trebles, and doubles fix fcore Days,,/, 
To the fame fpace, with which the began, 
The PiO) plac’t, next extend the Age of Man. 

But farther yet, to not enough to know 
The length of time which Jingle fansbettovi-, 

For you may Err, when in your fearch for Fate, 
■You meafurc Life, and fix the gloomy Date; 
Becaufe the Heavenly Stations claim their fliare,T 
As Planets intermix their Force declare, i 
In this Contrivance, and make Lite tlicirfi 

Care. , . , * 

To Me nations now what Years belong, 
/With Planets join’d, they claim a another Song) 
In well wrought Numbers let the Mufe impart, 
And teach the fimpleR Elements of Art * 

This done, thefe things prepar’d and fitly jOin d, 
With greater Eafe, file’ll raife the Work defignd, 

If when the Moon is in the Hinge at Eajt, 

The Birth breaks forward from its native reltj 
Full Eighty Years, if you two Years abate, 

This Station gives, and long defers its Fate: 

But if in Heav’ns midR point, this large Decree 
She fhortens, giving fewer Years by three : 
With Eighty Courfes m the Zodtack Round, 
SubtoaaingFour, the 
The lowelt Hmge on all its Births, derives 
Yen s fixty two, and then concludes then Lives. 
vld.Fig.9t * ^ he ni l thi W hich makes upon the Right the 

*J yiflC • 

Gives fixty Years, and bates but One of Nine. ^ 
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The Fifth o’th’ Left, as frugal of its Rore; 

Gives fixty three, and can enlarge no more * 

Th’ uEleventh Ration, that which rifes high, 

Almofi: an equal of. the Middle Skie, 

Yields fix fcore Springs, and left that Giftfhould be 
Too fcanty, lengthens that vaft Summ by Three. 

The Third which lies at equal fpace below 9 
The Faftern point, doth fifty Years bellow, C 
Mean is the Ration, and its Gift is fo. ( 

The fecond Forty Courfes of the Sun, 

And two beRows, and when that term is donc,£. 

The Man goes olF, e’re half his race be run. 5 
The 7 jw//w. gives twenty three, then haRy Death, 

Comes on, and in his Bloom, the Youth refigns 
his Breath. 

The Eighth next o’re the Wefiern Hinge can bring 
But fourteen Years, nor adds another Spring. 

TJic fiteth 1 but Twelve beRows, then Death dc- 
Rroys 

The. Parents Hopes, and crops the growing Boys , 

Difcafes following, from their Birth create 
A feeble Frame, and fit: the Prey for Fate. 

Now nicely view the Tropick Signs that lie „ 
Oppos’d in the four Quarters of the Skie } The Tro- 

Call’d Tropick Signs , becaufe when thefe appear, pick Si^nt 
The World then Turns the Seafons of the Year .* 

Thus Spring in Cancer, in Autumnal Scales 
The Summer turns, an Caper Autumn fails; 

Thence fliivering Winter creeps congeal’d with 
FroR, 

•Yet melts again and in the Ram is loR .• 

Thefe loofe the Seafons, to their full Career, 

And make the Courfc of the Revolving Year 

And 
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Cancer. 


Capricorn 


And tliefe being Hingers of the World, create 
New Powers In Stars; and fix new Rules for Fate. 

In Heavens high Arch, and on the utrnoft: Line 
Of Summers progrofs, Cancer feats his Sign: 
There flrctches out the greatefl length of Day; 
And then declines, and makes it foon decay ; 

But all the time which, as he bears the Light 
He takes from Day, He ftili conveys to Night. 
Then Corn grows yollow on the fruitful Soil, 
And lufty Reapers bare their Limbs for toil: 
Then Seas grow warm, the Floods forbear to roar, 
And Billows languilh on the quiet Shore. 

Then Mars goes forth, nor is the Scytbtan Coaft 
From Roman Arms defended by her Froft : 

And whilfl their Pools and Marlhy Grounds arc 
dry 

Fearing our Force, the conquer’d Germans fly: 
Then Nile o’reflows, and Egypt s fruitful Plain, 
Rich Harvefls yields, nor needs the aid or Ram. 
Thus lies the World, when with exalted Ray, rj 
1 W Summer Solfiice Phoebus bears the Day ( 
Thro’ Cancer'S Sign, and drives the highelt^ 

Oppos’d the Goat in narrowefl founds of Lighh 
Wheels Winter on, but long extends the Night i 
Yet foon Amending, He con trafts the Shade, 

To Day returning all the wafte he made ; 

The Fields unwrought, then lie, unplough d the 


SC3S 

And Man in Quarters, lies confignM to £a/c: 
Rocks cleave with Froft j and by the Cold, op* 

All Nature’s Powers, are ftiffned into Rcft.^ 
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The next in Power are thofetwo Signs that rife 
With equal Revolutions of the Skies t, 

Which times of Day and Night adjufl, and bring Arid. 
The Autumn on, or elie advance the Spring. 

The Sun returning in his Yearly Race, 

To Cancer's Sign meets Aries midfl the Space, 

Seated between the Point,tfrom whence he bends 
His upward Courfe, and that in which he ends. 

There plac’d as Umpire in the midfl: oth’ way, 
Contrafted Night, he well adjufls to Day. 

And as thro* him the Sun goes on to climb 
The Heavenly fteep, He makes a change in time *, 

For Day, that fhorten’d in the Winter Bend, 

The Ram firft lengthens; and the next extend, 

’Till rais’d in Cancer , to the utrnoft height 
Of Summer's pitch. He wheels the longefl Light. 

Then Seas lie hufht: Then Earth grows bold to 
bear. 

And trulls young Flowers to the ferener Air: 

Then Beafts in Fields, and Birds in every Grove, 

Prefs on with Fury to confummate Love. 

With joyful Songs the vocal Forefirs Ring, 

And various Leaves adorn the gawdy Spring .* 

With fuch brisk Powers are Nature’s parts pof- 
feft, 

When wak’d, fhe roufes from her Winter's Reft. 

Oppos’d to Aries, Libra's Stars appear 
With the like power to fway the rculing Year, Libra. 
She equals Day and Night : But foon the Scale 
O’repois’d by Darknefs, lets the Night prevail; 

And Day , that lengthned in the Summer's freight. 

Shortens 'till Winter, and is loft in Night. 

Then from the burthen’d Elms, the generous Vine 
Defcends, and PrdTesover-flow with Wine: 

Then 
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Then Wheat is Town, whilfl: Autumn's heats remain 
To loofe the Clods, and mollifie the Gram. 
Thefe have their Powers, and as thefe Signs 
create 

A turn in Seafons, fo they doe in Fate : 

From Tropick Signs (for by their name, we guefs 
Their turning Natures; who can hope for lefs ? 

But wide in their miftake, who think to fee 
Thefe Powers fpread equally in each Degree 5 
What Dt- Not every Portion of the Tropick Signs 
grett in the Turns Seafons, and the Planets force confines, 
Tropick g ut 0 n tDay only* in the blooming Prime 
Signs are of % . in Autumn One adjufts the Time, 

fidmdT One Day in Aries doth to Time reflore 
Equality, and Libra boafts no more j 
One Longcft Day in Cancer s Sign is born, 

One Night of equal length in Capricorn : 

The other Days roul on with different Ligfu, 
Now gaining from, now loling time to Night. 

■ Thus One Degree in Tropick Signs creates 
A change in Heaven, and turns the Rules or Fates, 
No fixt Decree’s iccurc, their boundlcfs iway, 
Extends to all, and makes the Stars o hey. , 

But which that is that governs, Fatv s Decree,. 
There Authors differ, nor can Art agree *, 

For fome the Eighth , and forne the Tenth atTign, 
The Firll Degree —— is only Thine, 

Thine, but the Mufe with fcorn, tovbcars tlu 

Unworthy mention, and too mcanloi rani. 


The End tf the Ihird Bock. 
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NOTES. 

j. This and the feven following Verfes relate to 
the jfevcral particulars of Medea's ftory. 

2. I ufe this Interpretation rather than that of 
Scaliger and others, becaufe I think Manilius fpeaks 
only of that famous Siege of Thebes , when the 
(even Generals attacktit; and as the Story fays,' 
Capaneus had almofl: ruin’d the Town before he 
was ftruck with Thunder. 

3. Oedipus Married his own Mother Jocajla, 
and had Children by her j fo that each Son was 
Brother to the Father, and Grand-Child to the 
Mother. 

4. Thisrefpe&s the Story of Atrcus and Thy- 
(jin. 

5. Xerxes is faid to have dug a Channel round 
Mount Atbos, and to have made a Bridge over the 
Hellcfpont. 

6 . Thus, for inftance, in whatever Sign the 
Lot of Fortune is plac’d, the next that belongs to 
the next Sign, is the Lot of Warfare: Civil Em¬ 
ployments mull be given to the third, &c. 

7. For the Lot of Fortune being in all Nativities 
that belong to Day to be accounted for from the 
Sm, and in all Nativities that belong to Night 
from the Moon •, and thofe tvvo Planets not al¬ 
ways pofleifing the fame place in every Nativity, 
and the other Lots following the difpolitionofthat 
of Fortune j it is very evident that the fame Lot is 

not 
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not to be always applycd to the fame Sign. 

8. The Poet never finifht this part, or it is 

n °. For inftancfc, let the Sun be In the ioffc Dc- 
ereeof Aria, the Moon in the lotfc Degree of 
l,br„- from the 10th Degree of Aries (counting 
thro’ the following Signs Taurus, Gemini, &c) to 
the io tb Degree of Libra 3 are 170 Degrees: Let 
the Horofiope be the 10 tb Degree of Cancer', from 
that 1 otb Degree of Cancer, count thro the fol¬ 
lowing Signs, viz. Leo, Virgo, &c. and you will find 
the Number 170 to end in the loth Degree of 
Capricorn : Therefore in the noth Degree of Cj- 
pricorn place the Lot of Fortune : This I take to 

be the meaning of Mamlius.^ , f . 

10 Suppofc the Sun to be in the 21, 49> of Leo, 
the Moon in the 26, 31' of Virgo \ die I'^r# 
in the i, c r of Leo\ r lhe Moon is diftant fionj 
the Sun 325, 1 S', which number being diftnbuted 
amongft the Antecedent Signs, viz,. C“” ccr > 
mini, Taurus, &c. ends in the 5, 42 of Virgo, that 
there is the place of the Lot of Fortune. 

t [ To explain this Method which the Chalde¬ 
ans us’d to find the Horofeope , Scaligcr gives this 
inftance : Let the Sun's plate be the 13, *5 ot 
Libra, let the Birth be at the end of the Seventh 
Hour of the Day : Now becaufe every Sign hath 
thirty Degrees, and fifteen Degrees make one 
Hour, thcle Seven Hours are three Signs and an 
half or one Hundred and five Degrees: No\ 
reckon thofe Degrees thro’ the following Signs, 
viz.. Scorpiut, Centaurus, &c. The Number ends 
in the 28125' of Capricorn, and therefore that 
the Horofeope. SlC 
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12. Sic media extremis, <Scc. The middle Signs 
here are Aries and Libra, and thefe are laid to be 
oppofitc to the Extremes, Cancer and Capricorn , 
becaufe in them the Days are equal, but in the 
others .unequal to the Nights: This I take to 
be the meaning of the Poet, rather than what 
Scdliger and other Interpreters pretend. 

13. Thus in Cancer the Days are longeft ; in 
Capricorn, which is a Sign adverfe to Cancer , the 
Nights are of the fame length, that the Days 
were of in Cancer : The like holds in Leo, and 
A\mius, and fo in the reft. 

14. The Italians divided all the time betwixt 
the Rifing and Setting of the Sun into Twelve 
Hours, and all the time between the Setting and 
Rifing of the Sun into Twelve Hours: And there¬ 
fore, thofe times being various and unequal, the 
Hours mull likewife be unequal. 

15. According to the Opinion of fome Ancicilt 
Aftronomers, who plac’d the Winter Solftice in 
the Eighth Degree of Capricorn, the Summer Sol- 
iKce in the Eighth Degree of Cancer , and the E- 
quinox in the Eighth Degrees of Aries and Libra : 
Thus in the End of this Book, 

Has quidatn vires otfava in parte reponunt. 

16. Eudoxus wrote of the Sphere at the 3 6th 
Degree, Elevation of the Pole, and Aianilius fol¬ 
lows him. 

17. A Stadium in Manilius is half of a Degree, 
and therefore in the whole Zodiack there are 720 
Stadia. In the Zodiack arc 3 60 Degrees, to eve¬ 
ry Hour we reckon. 1 5 Degrees, therefore every 

K Hour 





■"fjrg 


Notes to the Third Book . Book III, 

Hour is equal to 30 Stadia , and for the fame 
Rcafon, each Hour containing 60 Minutes, every 
vt/tAium is eaual to two Minutes. 

18. The riling and Setting of the Signs ac¬ 
cording to Manilius. 


Rifing. 


on 
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Setting; 


Lib. 

40 

1 

20 

20 j 

Scorp. 

48 

1 

36' 

24 

Cent. 

JL 

1 

5 2 * 

28 

Capr. 

64 

2 

8' 


Aquar. 

72 

2 

24' 

3 * 

Pifces. 

80 

2 

40' 

- - . * 

40 

Signs. 

Stadia. 

Hours. 

1 ^ 

S’ 

1 * 

Deg. 


19. Let the Child be born in the Fourth Hour 

of the Day, add five to four, the Sum is 9, Mul¬ 
tiply 9 by 10, the Produft is 90. Let the Sun be 
in the 10 th Degree of Gemini , add 10 to 90, the 
Sum is 100, of this ico give 30 to Gemini , the 
Sign in which the Sun is, 30 more to the follow¬ 
ing Sign Taurus : 30 to the next u 4 ries, 10 re¬ 

main, therefore the 1 otb Degree of Pifccs is the 
Horofcopc. 

20. Let the Birth be in the Seventh Hour of 
Night, add to that the Twelve Hours of the Day, 
and that Seventh Hour will be the Nineteenth , from 
the Sum Riling: Then add, multiply, and work, 
as in the former Method, 


2r. Let 
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21. Let the longed Day in Cancer be of 1 6 
Hours, the fliorted Night of 8: Divide thofe 16 
Hours into 6 parts, each part contains x Hours 40 
Minutes: Therefore allow Leo 2 Hours 40 Min. 
for his Riling time : Divide likewife the 8 Hours 
of Night into 6 parts, each part will contain 1 
Hour 20. m. and that is the riling time of Taurus. 
The Difference between the Riling Times of thefc 
two Signs is 1 Hour 20 Min. Divide this Diffe¬ 
rence into three equal parts, each part will contain 
2 6 Min. 40 Sec. Add thefe 2 6 Mm. and 40 Sec. 
to the Riling time of Taurus, and the whole Sum 
makes up the Riling time of Gemini, viz, 1 Hour, 
46 Min. 40 Sec. To this add another third part 
to make up the Riling time of Cancer , w'~. 2 Hours 
1 3 Min. 20 Sec. And fo of the red, as in the 
following Scheme. 
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But it mud always be obferved, that the Sou- 
them or Winter Signs are oppos’d to the Northern 
or Summer Signs. The Rifing-time of the Sum¬ 
mery the Setting-time pi the Winter ; and the 
Setting-time of the Summer the Rifing-time of the 
Winter Signs. 

r 22 ;. T il c Example 'w\\ichManilius himfelf gives, 
lets this DoAnne in its true Light. Let the lon- 
geft Night in Capricorn be of 15,Hours, the Day 
consequently mud be of 9 . Thus the Night ex¬ 
ceeds the Day by 3 Hours. Divide thefe 3 Hours 
f 0 3 Parts, give one Bart, that is, 1 Hour to 
the M.ddie Sign, viz. Aquarius, and thence con¬ 
clude that in Capricorn the Day encreafes half an 
Hour, and in Pifces an Hour and half; Aquarius 
being the Middle Sign in which the Days encreafe 
one Hour. 

23. According to the Do&rinc of Manillas (let 
the Example be the lame with that in the prece¬ 
ding Note) in Aries theDay encreafes one Hour 
and half; in Taurus one Hour, in Gemini half an 
Hour. 

24. There being 24 Hours belonging to each 
Day, and but 12 Signs, more than 24 Days in 
well Month, and 12 Months in every Year. 




Notes to the Third Book. Book II!, 
2v. A Table of the Years and Months that be- 



26. This was never finifhed by the Poet, or is 
now loft. 
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The Fourth Book. 


After a, mo ft Refleftioii 'on thf iitin &f?s of 
‘ Maputof,'% irittis federal drgUifytifj to 
proved affci'L I. SeVefa'l fyatioUdMle'paf- 
fagesinfb'e Roman Grecian Ififtotles .* 
iy .^MMn Death, and Wheeled kScirvd* 
fflhxfitfttift' t'o ad the pope rs of'Jrtftnd 
Phyfct \' \.. The difference ietUelkthe 


»<?/}" 0/ ‘Worthy Men, and the cOrWnij of 
bedtf^'V. the tlf fuciteffes ofWifedni Good 


tv#, y. tie jpews 
whal ' Tempers and" TUcUhationi the "twelve 
Sigh M&fj. conjtiefd teflou), arid to 
mat'Arts (hey incliktX '10. Vnder the 
Ram, W adfoPts of Workers in Wool , 

BfeaHersfJjden of unfelted fortunes, fearful, 
imnflarit, and.covetous of Praife i it. Vti- 
B def 
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Jer the Bull, Plowmen, Afpiring , Refirvd, 
String, and Amorous : lx. 

Muicians, Songfters, Men of merry Term 
peri, and Afironomors: \x.Vndeftht 
Crab, Covetous Mows and Vfurors : 14 . Vn- 
Jer the Lion, Hunters Beekeepers 
Plain, Open-hearted, eaftly provok d, and 
ea/ity appeas’d: Vnder the Maid, Phdofi. 
phers. Orators, Notaries, jbamefacdjud 
indifferently good: 16. Vnder ■the Scales 
Meafurers, Gagers, Accountants,'Lasmvert, 
Lawyers, an! Judges: 17. Vnder tbetot 
pion. Hunters, Gladtalors , Men of War 
Ike and Military Difpofstions: 18. Vnder 
Sagittarius, Chariot-Racers, Horfe-i takers, 
Tamers of-Wild Beajls, Men ofacute Vn- 
Jerfiandings, and Strong andnssflle Bodies: 
in. Vnder the Goat, Miners, Ceyners.GelJ- 
fifths. Bakers, Breakers, Incopftant and 
J Mou, in their Tenth-, xo. Vnder Aw 
mh.-Men » makingAmMs, and 
Water-works, and-Spberes, and 6 M"> <M £.' 
He and pro'djgai : at. VnderVffm, M- 
’ finer}, PMs?Shipwrights, Royers,FiJhers, 


£Qj£jMM 


Cftbe Tenths if each Sign, andwhai Sign is 
Lord of each third part of every Sign . 
it. He encourages his Scholar to go on, 

the Taik,ferns to grow upon him, and tot 
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very difficult, becaufe ’tis a tfoble Study, and 
the Objeft truly great : 24. He Jhews what 
degrees of each Sign are hurtful, what not: 

He Teaches, that the tempers of thofe 
that,are Born when the Sign rifeth, are diffe - 
y rent from thofe that are. Born at other times: 
i 6 . He draws a Map of the Barth and Seas, 
and Teaches wljat Signs govern particular 
Countries: 27. He fbews what Sign,t are 
<vj//VEccliptick, and why : 28. Hepropo - 
feth fitch Objections as are made to deter Men 
from. this curious fitarch, and anfwereth 
them, 

W Hy fhouid our 'time run out in ufelefs short ke- 
years fltttmt oi 

Of anxious Troubles and torment- 
ing Fears? 

Why fliouid deluding Hopes difturb our safe* 

Vain to purfue, yet eager to pofTefs ? 

Wifh no Succefs, and no Advantage crown d* 

Why fiiouid w^ (till tread on tlr unjwijht Round/ 

Grown gray IrvCares, purfue the fenfelefs ftrife } 
Andfeeking hovy to We, confume a Life / 

The* more w? have, the meaner is our Store 5, 

The unenjoying craving Wretch is Popr: , 

But Heaven is kind,with bount^pus Hand it grants 
A fit fupply for Nature^ fober wants : 

She asks not much* yet Men prefs blindly on, 

And heap up riiore, to be the more undone ; 

By Luxury, they Rdyine *s Force maintain,- 
What that ferapes bp, flows out in Luxury agamy 
3 a And 



f M A in 't IV S. Book IV. 

And to be fquander’d, or to raife debate, 

Is the great only ufe of an Eftatc. 

Vain Man forbear, of Cares, unload thy Mind, 
Forget thy Hopes, and give thy Fearfc to Wind j 
Fpr Fate rules all, its ftubborn Laws muft fway 
The lower World, and Man confin’d obey, 

As m arc Horn we Dye , our Lots are cafi. 

And our firfi Hour difpofethof our lafi. 

Then as the influence of the Stars ordains, 

To. Empires Kings are doom’d, and Slaves to 
Chains. , 

Then Poverty, that common Fate cqmes down, 
(Few Stars are Regal, and defign a Crown) 
What make a Wit, a Knave , a Saint , or Dunce, 
Arc hudled then together, and fixt at once. 

The Ills that arc ordain'd we muft endure, 

From not Decreed how fatally fecure? 

Prayers are too weak to check fixt Deftinies, 

And Vows too flow to catch the Fate that flies. 
Whether with Glory rais’d,or clogg’d with Scorn, 
The State, that then is fetled , muft be born. 
j For did not Fate prclide, and Fortune lead, 

Tot firfl Had parting Flames the good * tsEnaas fled ? 
Argument Had T roy’s funk Fortune been fuftain’d by 2 one ? 
ftr fate. ^nd on iy Conquer’d then, when overthrown? 

And did not Stars the rife of States difpofe, 

* Had mighty Rome from fuch beginnings rofe ? 
Had 3 Shepherds built, or Swains without contronl 
Advanc’d their 4 Gottage to a Capitol ? 

Plac’d on whofe heights, our Cafars how furvey 
The lower F arth, and fee the World obey ? 

From their 5 burnt Neft, had Conquering 
Eagles flown, 

.And the World yielded to a ruin’d Town ? 

• Had 
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Had J.ove been ftorm’d * or Mutiul fafe return’d 
From baffled Flames, or Vanquifh’d wlulft he 
burn’d ? 

Our Towns and Bridges guard, had « Codes 

ftood, , ‘ 

Or the weak 6 Kir gin fwam rough ’Tiber s Flood . 

Had one 6 Horatius our funk hopes reftor d, 

Or Three have fall’n beneath a Angle Sword ? 

0 Glorious Viftory / what Arms before, 

E’re won fo much, none ever fought for more*, 

Rome and her hopes of Empire hung on One, 

His o’re matcht Lot was Hers, a Yoke or Throne, 

Why fhould I 8 Cannceh bloody Plains relate, 

And Africk *s Eofigns threatning at our Gate, 

How Tbrafymenc Drown’d Flaminitis's Shame, 

And after Fabius, wife Retreats o’recamc, 

The Conquer’d Carthage (hone with Roman flame. 

How Hannibal on the Campanian Plains, 

Rome's Terror once, then deftin’d to our Chains •, 
Whilft waiting on his Proud Bithyrjian Lord, 

Stole a bafe Death, and ‘fcap’t our Nobler Sword ? 

But turn and view the 9 Civil Wars of Rome, 

There opens wide a various Scene of Doom : ^ 

See Marcus ride with Cimbrian Lawrcls Crown d. 

Then in the Dungeon ftrctcht upon the groun d j 
Now Slave, now Conful „ Conful, Slave again. 

His Curule Chair, fuccecded by a Cham \ 

Now a mean Ruin on the Lybian Sands 
Defpis’d he lies, and ftreight the World Com¬ 
mands ? r 

Like Thunder from low Earth exhal d, he 101c 
From the Minturnian Pools, 

And fcattef ’4 Vengeance on his haughty Foes 

n ^ Thefo 
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Thefe wondrous Changes Fate and Stars advance. 
O mighty turns, and much too great for Chanct I 
Who 10 Pompey could (that law thy Conque¬ 
ring Fleet 

Regain the Seas, and Kings beneath thy Feet, 
Proud Pontus yield, fierce Tyrants make thy 1 rain, 
And crowding Monarchs beg thy leave to Ileign, 
That faw Vi&brious Lawrels Crown thy Head, 
And Worlds in thy repeated Triumphs lead *, 

And all that Glory which thy Sword had won, 
Fixt and fupported by as great a I 1 Son) 

Have thought that Thou, upon a Foreign Sand, 
Should’!!: Real a Burial from a common Hand } 
That fhatter’d Planks, the Sea’s dilhoneft fpoil 
Should hiz beneath thy Trunk, find be thy Pile ? 
That Thou, the mighty Thou, fhould’ft want an 
Urn, 

What Power,but JFVffe,could work fo ft range a turn? 

E’en 12 C/tfar fprung from Heaven, and now a 
Tho’ midlt the dangers of the Civil War, (Star, 
Secure He Rood, andcarelcfs of Repofe, 

Was ne’rcfurpriz’dby his moft watchful Foes; 
Yet Crown’d with Peace, in all his Pomp and State 
He fell a Vidim to o’re-ruling Fate : 

.No dark fufpitions, but bright hints were brought, 
He knew what Cajfius fpokc, and Brutus thought j 
How fat advanc’d, how far they meant to go, 
And faw the minute of the fatal Blow: 

Yet dark Oblivion did his Memory blot, 

He all his warnings, and Himfelf forgot; 

And in the Senate, whilft his Right Hand held 
The faithful Bill, which all the Plot reveal’d *, 

To prove that Fate will fway, and Stars controul, 
’• He fell, and with his I^lood defac’d the Scroul: 

' . : Q 
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0 mighty power of Fate, and prov’d too well / 

The Belt, the Wifeft, and the Greateft fell. 

Why fhould I mention Kings n and Empires 

Shew Conquering *3 Cyrus on the Sardian Walls? 

Or Creefus (hrinking at the riling Flame ? 

Or 13 Priam' s Trunk, a thing without a Name ' 
Unhappy Prince ! the Beads and Vultur s fpoil. 

His Troy was burnt, but Priam wants a Pile. 

The Wreck of *3 Xerxes, who woud fcourge 

A Wreck,much greater than the threatned Floods ? 

Or i 3 TuUush Reign, who by the power ot Fate, 

Was born a Slave, yet Rul’d the Roman State ' 

Or ihew 13 Metellus fnatch the Peftal Fire, 

And as he pafs’d, prophaner Flames retire ? 

How oft do fuddain Deaths the Healthy feize, 11. 
Without the formal warning of Difeafc. 

And yet how often from the Piles retire, 

E’en 14 fly themfelves, and wander thro the Fire 
Thus fome have from their Graves return’d, hnd 

Tm Lives, whilft others,' fcarce enjoy but One. 

A [mall Diftafe deftroys, whilft greater fpare, 

Good Methods fail, and Men are loft by Care. 

Some temperate Diet , with Difeafes nils. 

And Poyforis Innocent, when Phypck Kills. 

Some Children prove a mean degenerate Race, ^ 
Some (hew their Father s M\nd, as well as Face , 

In Q>ie, their Vertue, and their Fortune rife 
To greater height, and in JnotUr dyes. 

One IS mad in Love, to Troy wiH carry War, ? 

Or fwim the Flood,and view the, Torch from rar, > 

The Other is determin’d to the Bar. J 

B 4 A 
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A' Sort his Father, Father kills the Sort 
On mutual Wounds t\Vo headlong Brothers run ) 
Tltefe Combats prove the force of ruling Powers, 
For they are toqr unnatural to be Ours. 

iv. That every Age'no new Camillas breath, 
wth Ar- The i <5 Decij dye, or *6 Cato conquer Death, 
mint. vpis n ^j. k ut t j iat t | ie g ee( i can fl.jn rece j ve 

As noble Stamps, but Fates refufe to give. 

To fewer Days they do not cramp the Poor, 

Nor brib’d by Wealth,enlarg’d the Rich with more} 
There Riches lofe their force, the fhining Years 
Of glorious Tyrants mult be turn’d in Tears -, 
They dig a Grave for Kings, and fix the Day ; 
How great mult be that Power which Crowns obey! 

v. Succefslefs Vertue finks whillt I r tce prevails, 
fth Ar • And Folly wins the Prize when Prudence fails: 
vent, He argues ill that from the Fortune draws 

The goodnefs or the badnefs of a Caufe: 

Succefs or .Merit do not always Crown, 

Midlt good and badTVlen they are blindly thrown 
Without Rofpcft,- fixt fatally on One. 

For fome fuperior Povycr’s impetuous force 
Marks out our way, and ftill diredts the Courfe j 
The Years that we mull run, the length, the pace, 
And all the various turnings of the Race. 

VI. Befides, what Monjtrous Births, the Nurfes fear 
xth Ar - And MothePs fhame,haif Man, half Beall appear ? 
m(n1. Such wondrous Creatures ne’re from Seed began, 
For what hath Beajl that’s common to a Man ? 
And what mean Soul would with his Lull comply, 
• And Sin on purpofr for a Prodigy ? 

No Stars difpofe, they Counterfeit a Rape, 

And mix a Monjter of amazing lhape. 

* * • ' Befides, 
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Befides, were not Events by Fates enrol’d,- 
How can their certain Order be foretold ? 

How can the Prophets Sing of future Doom, 

And in the prefent read the Age to come > 

To this there’s one Objection j Fate denies 
Rewards to Vcrtuc, and mull plead for Vice: 
Abfurd for who lefs hates a Poyfonous Weed 
Bccaufc ’tis bred from Necejfary Seed ? 

Or who loves Corn the lefs who hates the Vine. 
Bccaufe by Nature rais’d, and not Defign ? 

Thus Virtuous Minds deferve the greater Love, 
Since Heaven confents, and all the Stars approve $ 
And we Ihould hate thofe more whom Fates have 


* 

VII. 
Seventh 
Argument, 

VIII. 

An Objefli-' 
on an- 
fiver’<t. 


To commit Crimes and fufter Punifhment(fent 
For how, or whence thefe noxious faults begin 
No matter, fincc each is certainly a Sin. * 

Nay this Opinion’s fettled by Debate, 

Tis Fate that we Ihould thus difpute of Fate. 

. This fettled, I mull now attempt to climb 
Cclcftial Heps, and run the Round of Time, 

The Zodiack travel, go through every Sign, _ 
Their Powers rehearfe, and fing how all incline. 

Firfl: Aries fliines, and as he oft doth' lofe 
His Fleefe, and then as frequently renews, 

Twixt fudden Ruin, and a fair Eftate 
He fixes the variety of Fate} 

He gets, then lofeth, then returns to Gain, 

Then Lofs Reals in, and empties all his pam *, 

He rears new Lambs, he doth encreafe the Fold, 
And makes the Rams to fhine in native Gold* 
Betters the Wool, and whilft the Subjedt grows 
He forms Mens Minds to ufe what he bellows * 

To Pick, to Card , to Spin , and Weave^ to deal 
In Cloath with gain j to Buy, Exchange, and fen : 


IX. 

The Influ¬ 
ence of the 
Stint. 

X. 

Of Aries. 
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AH ufcful Arts, whofc conftant Works fupply 
Mens real Wants, not only Luxury 
This 17 Pallas owns, nor doth difdain to claim 
Arachneh conqueft as her grcateft Fame. 

Thefe are the manner^ thefe the various Arts 
Which Aries Rays, and fecret force imparts \ 
To anxious fears he troubled Minds betrays 
And ftrong Defires to venture nil fpr Praife. . 

XI. . Dull Honeft Plowmen to manure the Field 
/Taurus. Strong Taurus bears, by him the Grounds are till’d: 
No gaudy things he breeds, no Prize for worth, 
But Bleffeth Earth, and brings her Labour forth: 
He takes the Yoke, nor doth the Plough difdain, 
And teacheth Farmers to manure the Plain: 

He’s their Example, when he bears the Sun 
In his bright Horns, the noble toyl’s begun: 
The ufeful Plowlhare he retrieves from Ruft, 

Nor lies at cafe, and wants his ftrength in Dull. 
To him the 18 Curij , and to him we owe 
The brave Serrani , he i’th’ Fields did Rods beftow, 
And fent a great Dittator from his Plow. 
Referv’d, afpiring Minds, Limbs flow to move p 
But ftrong in Bulk his .powerful Rays improve, 
And on his. 19 Curled Front fits wanton Love. 3 , 
xrr. Soft Gemini to eafier Arts incline 
f Gcmi- For fofter Studies fit an Infant Sign. 

'• They tunc rough Words, or they incline to Sing, 
To flop the Pipe, or ftnke the fpeaking String j 
Through Reeas they blow the Natural Sound in 
Meafurc, 

Gay their delight,and e’en their Pains are PIcafure; 
Wars they avoid, Old Age they chace with Song, 
And when lateDcath o’retakes them they areYoung. 

Sometimes 
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Sometimes to Heaven they mount, and trace the 
Stars, 

Then fix in Globes , or turn the Signs in Spheres: 

Their Wit reigns o’re their Nature, and refines 
Its Powers 5, This is the Influence of the Twins. 

But glowing Cancer (where the Summer Sun xiii. 
With fiery Chariots bounds the Torrid 2 one, 0/Canccc. 
Drives fiercely up, then with a bending Rein 
Sinks down, and runs in lower Rounds again.) 

As clofe in’s Shell he lies, affords his Aid 
To greedy Merchants, and inclines to Trade : 

His Births fhall fail, through Seas and Dangers toft 
To reap the Riches of a Foreign Coaft. 

What thrifty Nature hath but thinly fown 
In Many Countries, they fhall bring to One ; 

Intent on gain ne’re heed the Poors complaint 
But thrive on Scarcity, and live on Want: 

For Wealth undaunted gather every Wind, 

Out-fail good Fame, and leave Repute behind. 

And when their greedy Hands have feiz’d the Store 
Of this, fearch other Worlds, and feek for more. 

Or elfe at home prove griping Vfurers , 

Complaining at the flownefs of the Years, 

Wifh fwifter Suns, and fet too vaft a .rate 
On Time it felf, to mife a quick Eftate : 

Their Bodies fhall be Strong, inur’d to Pain, 

Their Wits Contriving , and intent on gain: 

What Inclinations Leo’s Rays difpenfe Xiv. 

, Is quickly known, ’tis plain to Common Senfe, Of Leo. 
He'gives his Own \ for he the Woods infefts 
The mighty Terror of the meaner Beafts: 

He lives on Rapine, ranges all the Day, 

And fullenly at Night groans o’re his Prey. 

Hence 
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Hence he inclines Mens Minds to Hunt, and fills 
Our Nobles fpacious Halls with grinning fpoyls • 
There Skins and Horns do fpread a difmal grace 
And /land as certain Heraulds of their Race • ’ 

This Beall was mine, and that my Father’s Game 
They cry, thefe are the Annals of their Fame: * 
That generous Youth which Ranee and Spain did 
Now prove the Humble Terror of a Deer.' (fear 
Nay fome in 20 Towns purfue this wild delight, 
There barbarous grow,and breed up Beads to fight; 
Then bring them out for fight in Theaters, 

And feafl their Luxury with Bruit//}. > Wars j 
Cruel in Sport; Their Pop aregrac’t with Spoyl, 
And they get fhameful Honour without Toyl: 

He makes Men warm, their Paflions quickly rais’d, 
Like Boys foon angry, and as foon appeas’d: 

But Plain and Honeft all their Thoughts finc'erfe; 
Pure as the Sun, and like the Water clear. 

XV. But modeft Virgo's Rays give polifht parts 
v,r 8°* And fill Mens Breads with Honedy and Arts • 

No tricks for Gain, nor love of Wealth difpenfe, 
But piercing Thoughts, and winning Eloquence} 
With words perfuafive, and with Rhetortck drong 
They rule, and aree’en Monarchs by their Tongue, 
Through Nature’s Secrets tpo, they boldly prefs, 
Tho’ deeply hid, and meet a juft fuccefs *, 

In Short-Hand skill’d, where little Marks comprife, 
Whole words, a Sentence in a Letter lies \ 


And whilft Obedient hands their Aid afford, 
Prevent the Tongue, and Fix the falling Word. 
But baffiful Modejly, calls down their Eyes, 

The bed of Vices, yet ? tis dill a Vice, 

Becaufe it difles, checks, or nips like Froft 
A blooming Vertue, and th? Fruit is loft. 

Bcfidcs, 
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Bcfides, though llrange fuch Influence fhould come 
From Virgo's Rays, fhe gives a fruitful Womb. 

Libra, whole Scales,. when Autumn turns the xvi. 
And ruddy Bacchus treads the juicy Vines } (Signs, °f Ubra> 
In equal Balance, poize the Night and Day, 

Teach how to meafurc, and indruftto weigh : 

And Rival 21 Palamcd, (who Numbers found, 

And into Letters fram’d unpolilht found •, 

To Hitn the Art of Words, and Speech we owe, 

Till then Men only SpOak, but knew not how.) 

Befides, He’ll know the Niceties of Law j 
What guard the Good, and what the Guilty awe. 

What Vengeance wait on Crimes, with Skill de¬ 
clare, 

His private Chamber, Hill fhall be the Bar. 

What He determines, that for Right fhall ftand. 

As Ju/tice weigh’d her Balance in his Hand. 

This Rul’d at 22 ServiuPs Birth, who firft did give 

Our Lam a Being rather than Revive 

The Tables teem'd Old, Reverend Senfelefs Lines, 

Mcer waxen Things, and fit to ferve Defigns, 

As Fools miflook, or Crafty knaves would draw ■, 

Till He infus’d a Soul, and made them Law. 

Bright Scorpio Arm’d, with poys’nous Taif xvil. 
prepares, Scor ’ 

Mens Martial Minds, for Violence and Wars p ‘ 

His Venom heats, and boyls their Bloods to Rage, 

And Rapine fpreads o’re the unlucky Age. 

Yet,when the S/m drives there,Men tear the Earth, 

And call their Seed to an increafing Birth, 

As if he led miftakert Men to toil, 

And fweat for Matter for a future fpoil. 

Yet ’tis not Prey they feck, as much as Blood, 

For e’en in Peace they fiercely trace the Wood, 
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O’re Forefts range, and every Plain infeft. 

Now Fight with Man. and now Engage with Beaft. 
To pleafe the Crowa, they unprovok’d engage, 
And fell their Lives, to the diflioneft Stage ; 
And when calm Peace doth Publick Reft beftow, 
Yet ftill to Fight, each feeks himfelf a Foe. 

They fpend their leifure Hours in fierce Alarms, 
And all their Recreation is in Arms. ’ 

XVIII. The double Centaur different Tempers breeds, 
OfStgiiti- They break the Horfe, and tame the fiery Steeds} 
riu». They love the founding Whip, the Race, the Rein, 
And whirl the Chariot o’re the dufty Plain j 
Nor is their Humor to the Fields confin’d, 

They range the Woods,and tame the Savage Kind; 
Young Bears they break, and Tygyrs heatsaffwage,' 
And hear Young Lions roaring without Rage. 
Difcourfe the 23 Elephant , and Teach the Mafs 
A mimick Aftion, and a decent Grace ; 

To Aft in Plays, or raife th’ unweildly load, 

To Dance, and be the Darling of the Crowd. 

For in the Frame, in double forms expreft, 

The Man is ttppermoft , and rules the Beaft j 
His Bow full drawn implies, his Rays impart, 
ftwngth to the Limbs, and rigor to the Heart. 
Qiiick aftive Motions, full of warmth and heat, 
Still prefilng on, unknowing to retreat; 

Xix. Put Sacred reft a guards thy fatal Fire, 
of Capri- And thence ’tis gucfsM,whatMinds thy Rays infpire, 
corn. Contrafted Goat ; by thee that Art’s infus’d, 
Which Fire alfifts, and where a Flame is us’d j 
By thed the Miners burn the Womb of Earth* 

And fee the place of Metals fatal Birth : 

By thee they melt -, by thee they work the Mould, 
Refine, and Stamp it into mighty Gold: 


By 
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By thee, the Silver, Iron, Gold, and Brafs, 

The Forge difiolves, and forms the eafie Mafs: 

By thee, the Ovens heat, and Baths acquire. 

And Happy mCbytnifts blow enriching Fire i 
Thy Cold (for thou o’re Winter Signs doft reign, • 

Pull’ft back the Sun; and fend’ft us Day again) 

Makes Brokers Rich, for whilll: you fpread your 
Ice 

Their Wares go off, and they enhance the Price: 

From thee our Youth unconftant Tempers prove. 

And eagerly purfue unlawful Love, 

’Caufe Goat above v but thefe the Fijh behind 

Correfts in Age, and fixes the foft Mind. Q ^ 

Aquarius pouring out his Urn, imparts c r A n M . 

An ufeful Knowledge in refcmbling Arts, ri»i. 

To find out Springs, and with new Streams fupply 
The Barren Countries,‘and refrefh the dry ; 

To raife in Pipes, or to extend in Beams, 

And in high Rooms imprifon Foreign Streams j 
Affront the Sea, for State, not ufe, reftrain 
The Waves with Moles, and curb the raging Main*, 

Or Engins raife, whence Waters mount above. 

And mix the lower, with the higher Jove. 

A thoufand other Arts, which Waters fway, O 
As Channels lead, or elfe as Pipes convey, • > 

Depend upon the influence of his Ray. J 

And to his Births the World oblig’d mall owe 
Spheres, Cycles, Orbs, and turn neve Skies below. 

Soft, eafie Tempers, loving Coin for ufe, 

Not fordid, but inclin’d to be profufe 
Not pincht, nor yet too fwelling in Eftate, j 
Thus flows the Vm, and fixes this for Fate. 

Laft double Pifccs, from their finning fcalc, ^ Pieces*, 
Spread vvatry influence, and incline to Sail*, 
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* To truft their Lives to Seas, to plow the Deep 
To make fit Rigging, or to build a Ship. * 

. Infhort, what e’re can for a Fleet be fram’d, 

A thoufand Arts, too numerous to be nam’d. 
Befide to fteer, obferve the Stars, and guide 
As they diredt, and never lofe the Tide; 

To know the Coafts, the Winds, the Ports, and 
Shores; 

To turn 1 the Helm, of ply the bending Oars; 

To fweep fmooth Seas with Nets,to drag the Sand, 
And draw the leaping Captives to the Land, 

Lay cheating. Wires, or with unfaithful bait, 

The Hook conceal, and get by the deceit: 

To fight at Sea, to Rain'the Waves with blood, 
Whilft War lies floating on th’ unftable flood : 
Fruitful their Births, or Pleafure fond, engage 
In Lovej are quick, but changing witli their Age, 
XXII. Thus rule the Twelve^ thefe Powers they finely 
The Tenths own, ' 


and the And thefe would give if they could work alone. • 
But none rules All its own degrees, they joyn 
pamfeach Their friendly forces with fome other Sign, 
fan! As ’twere compound, and equalparts receive 
From Other Signs, as they to Others give: 

Thus each hath Thirty parts, and each«refigns 
Two Thirds of thofe degrees to other Signs: 

We call thefe portions (Art new words will frame,) 
The Tenths,2 5 the Number doth impofe the Name: 
So hid is Truth, fo many Vails are fpread 
Coy Nature's Face, and hide her Gloomy Head, 
So many are the little Niceties, i 
So intricate, and puzling are the Skies} 

Not ealie to be read by common Eyes, 
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For one appearance in another lies, 

Conceals its Powers, and Afts in difguife; 

And that which Lurks, and fubtly interferes 
Hath different Powers from that which then appears. 

Not Day, but piercing Thought mult clear this 
The Labour of thy Mind^ not of thy Eye ; (Sky, 
fiefs bravely on, and pais thd Gloomy Cloud, 

Enter, and vifew the irifide of the God ; 

The Path is dark, and left thy Mind fliould ffray 
I’ll boldly lead, ancf fhew the neareft way; 

I’ll Sing what League the different Parts combines, 

And fhew how others Rule in other Signs. 

Tor inftance, Aries /hakes liis /hinlng Fleece, of Ariel;’ 
And governs the Firft Ten of his Degrees : 

But next the Bull, and next the Twins do claim 
The fecond, and third Portions of the Ram : 

Thus three times Ten Degrees the Ram divide. 

And He, as many others as prefide 

In his Degrees, fo many Fates affords 

His proper Powers being temper’d by his Lords. 

Thus lies the Ram, next view, the threatning d/Taurus. 
His ca/e is different, he hath none to Rule : ( Bull, 

For,in his Firft Ten Parts the Crab’s obey’d, 

1 ’th* Second Lea, and i’th’ Third the Maid, 

Vet he feems ftubborfl, and maintains his Throne, 

And all Their Powers he mixeth with his Own, 

The feeble Twins juft Libra’ s Scales poflefs, of Gerni- 

Thcn Scorpio , and the reft of their Degrees n, « 

Bold Sagittarius fubjetts to his flame, 

With Bow full drawn, as to defend his clairfi; 

An equal fhare in Empire all maintain, 

But keep not the fame order in their Reign. 

For Cancer’s Sign, as in the Goat he fways, Of Cancer,• 

Rcfigfis his firft third Portion to His Rays: 

’ C For 
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For when he bears the Sun oppos’d in (ite. 

His Day is equal to the Others Night: _ 

This is the Reafon why thefe Two combine, 

Arid each hath the fame Portion in each Sign. 

His fecond part the Vrn with watry Beams 
O’re-flows, and Pifces rule in the Extreams. 

, The Lion minds his Partner in the Trine, 

°f Lco * And makes the Ram firlt Ruler m lus Sign * 

And then theM, with whom he makes aiSwwrO 
1 ’tlT Second Reigns *, His Sexttle Tiwm declare > 
Their Third pretence, and Rule the other mare, j 
In Cancer. The Crab is chiefly Honour’d by tteMatd, 

The firft place his, and there his Sway s obey d \ 
The next is Leo\ and the laft her own, 

She Rules unenvy’d in her petty Throne. 

. ... ra The Rain’s Example Libra takes, and bears 
A likenefs in this Rule, as in the Years y 
For as He in the Spring, Her Scales do weigh 
In Autumn equal Night with equal Day : 

The firlt She Rules her fclf, next Scorpio s plac t, 
And Sagittarius Lords it. o’re the laft;: 

In Scor- I n Scorpio's firlt Degrees the Goat prcfides 
pio. Next Young Aquarius pours lus flowing 1 ides, 
Next Pifces Rules, for they in Waves delight, 
The Flood purfuc, and claim an .ealie Right. 

Jn Capri- The grateful Goat doth Cancer’s Gift repay, 
corn. pjis Fir ft Third part refigning to his Ray y 

p t h’ next the Lion fhakes his flaming Mane, 

.The laft feels model!: Virgo 1 s gentle Rein, 
r a mn The Young Aquarius Libra's Scales command, 
HT Rcihain hisYouth, and check hi, turning Hand ; 
The next Ten parts bright Scorpio s Rays enjoy, 
Then Sagittarius Rules the giddy Boy: ^ 
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Pifces com'es laft, and Ihcds a watry flame, In 
Its Firft Degrees religning to the Ram : 

The Bull's >thznixt, his own the laft are found, 

Content with the laft Portion of the Round. 

This thing confider’d well thy Mind prepares The *fei 
To know the fecret guidance of the Stars y °f 

They interchange their Powers, they mix their J 
And all agree to make one Common Caufe 5 (Laws, t h e ukk. 
For thefe Divifions do unite the Sky, 

The more they part the clofer is the Tye. 

But now, left Error Ihould thy Mind furprife. 

Believe not the Appcarante of the Skies * 

They make a (hew, they fpread a Glaring Light 
To lead thee on, but never guide thee right y 
Let ACtive Thought aflifting Senle purfue 
Goy Truth’s retreat, and take an open view: 

What ever Tilings are born, their Minds receive 
The fatal Temper which that Sign can give 
That governs in the Tenths, the Foreign Ray, 

Tempers the Mafs, and forms the ealie Clay. 

A Thoufand Reafons for this Truth appear 
From different Births belonging to One Star j 
Of all thbfe Creatures, that at once do fee 
The Light, fcarce Two can perfedtly agree y 
But different Tempers all the fhapes adorn. 

As various as the Bodies that are bornf 
For though one Chiefly Rules, yet others joytt 
And change the proper influence of that Sign : 

Thefe Interchanges all our Thoughts diftradt, 

We think on other Signs, whilft others Adt. 

Thus neither fingly will the Ram bellow 
A Love to Cloathing, nor the Bull to Plough y 
To Hunt the Lionfn or the Crab to Trade y 
Learning the Twins, nor Eloquence the Maid y 

G a The 
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The Scales to weigh, to meafure, and to gage. 
Nor Poys’nous Scorpio arm unhappy Rage j 
The Fijh to Sail, nor the Youth' s Urn mfpire 
To work in Water, nor the Goat in Fire. 

But many joyn, and thefe mixt Signs bellow 
Mixt Inclinations on the Births below : 

A fubtlc and furprixJng Task is fhornt , 

£**"*;. Much have I pafi, yet {tillyou lead me on ; 
mtnts to Thefe things feem dark , xohilft I the reft explote , 
thU Study. Enjoy my Precepts, and complain no more.- 

’Tis God you fearch for, by my Aid you trie 
To climb, and view the infide of the Sky i 
Confin’d by Fate, you fearch its boundlefs fway, 
And feek to know the Laws you mult Obey : 

The narrow Bounds of your own Bread you pals, 
Enjoy the World, and rove in the vail fpace : 
Painful, but always noble things are ham. 

Great is the Task, but equal the Reward : 

Nor let the various Maze thy Thoughts rcprcls, 
Enter, and you arc certain to poflefs. , 

Is Gold .thy Aim ? What mighty Pains attend . 
Mountains are levcl’d, and the Mines delcend 
Through Earth's deep Center} though flie hides 
her Store 

Wc tear her up, and reach the hidden Oar: 

For fhining Gems we cut the burning Zone, 

Such Dangers are the value of a Stone : 

The fearful Farmer makes his Yearly Vow, 

And Paid Hill prcileth the deceiving Plow : 

In War no Danger’s fhun’d, we fight for Spoyi, 
E’en lazy Luxury leads 11s on to Toy T, 

For Food (and Cloaths from Baft to Weft we run, 
And Spendthrifts often fweat to be undone. . 
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Are pertjlmg Goods worth fo much Pains and Cod, 

Hard to be got, and in injoyment loft ? 

Then what mull Heaven deferve ? *6 That Gold , 
that buys 

The reft. how dilproportionate a Price! 

It asks 3 higher value, and to gain % 

The God , lay out thy felf j The Price is Man : 

Thus Fate 1 s difpos’d, but yet the Work’s not xxiv. 

* doney Thc G ° 0< j: 

For though the Powers of all the Signs are known, 0 r 
And how they joyn, how each rules every part, eJbSign* 
The Skill is final], and incompleat the Art: 

Obferve the numerous parts of the Degrees 
What Heat doth fcorch or.wliat the Cold doth 
freeze, ■ 

(Unfruitful'both) where too much Moifiure flows, 

Or Drought doth drain, and various Fates difpofe: 

For different Qualities in Signs controul, 

There’s nought all-over-equal in the whole. 

For view the Earth, the gliding Streams,or Flood, 

Faults are on all fides^ Bad is mixt with Good. 

Thus Barren Seafons midft the Bcfl appear. 

And a finall Turn blalts all the Blooming Year. 

A Port turns Shelf and the inglorious Sand 
Forfeits-that Praife which once its Safety gain’d. 

Now Streams through Plains in fmooth Meanders 
play, 

Then Roar o’re Rocks, and force a rugged way. 

Such Inequality above appears, 

And thus the Sky is vary’d in the Stars} 

As Sigh from Sign, fo from it felf the fame 
Doth difagree, and fpread unequal Flame *, 

And Signs, whofe Sovereign influence Births do 
In One Degree, are in the next unkind : (find 

C 3 Thofe 
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Thofe. things thcfe pa^rts o’re-niiQ,. no Jpyjlhall 
Or little Pleafure ov,er-wixt .with Woe. ; (know 
The digI Tbcfe parts, if fuchcan bp to Ve^fe confip d, 

cutty of put- My JL/t? muft Sing, and cafe my tyoijblcji Mind, 

{&4& For though ’tis I*J* 

To words but/eip, and ^ of 
* • r/ * - so that it mult he me^n, it muft refefc 

The turn of Verfe, though faftipnd.by & Mufe. 
And that, though labored, Line muft bald appear 
That brings ungrateful Mufick to the F^r. 

But fince I mult the E ate 

The fettled Mam muft direct my YW, 

No Room for Fi&io'n, I muft things deflat e, 

Not as they may be feign d, but as they arc. 

It is enough the God is barely (hewn. 

Rich in himfelf he (bines, and S rcat ^^ n ® : , 

Nor firould the W,orld be fo to Wards betray d 
, As to be thought ennobled by their Aid. 

This fours me on, and I forget my hale, 

The World muft be obljgM,tfmd 1 P leafc7 

I muft, if plainly 1 thqft.paf^ comprife 5 
Then learn the noxious portions of th s Skies 
^ , fl The Fourth, and the Stxth Portions ; of the Ram 
the hurtful hurtfijl an dfpread unlucky flame ; 

Aries!* n Nor doth the Seventeenth Qr the next difplay 
A kinder face or fhed a milder Ray : 
riTrwcnty Firjl,, Fifth, Seventh fpreacf, noxious 

The Twelfth, and Fourteenth leaning tp fcxtreams. 

r Tiuf US The m ' s Nmtb P ° rtion7 did 1 V Sign depend 

fnTaurus, ^ fhould never ihine upon a Friend : 

Add Three to Ten, or double Ten and, Throe, 
Take Two from Thirty, all thefe parts agreej^ 
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Twice Twelve, .and twice Eleven count, and jdyny 
The Seventeenth part as noxious in . this Sign, £ 

Nor is the Thirtieth better than the Reft. j 
The Twins Firjl partdoth hurtful Rays difpPnfe,/h Gemini. 
Nor dotli their Childhood prove their Innocence 5 
They’re froyyard, pettifh, and unus’d to fmile. 

Their Third, and Seventh Degrees agree in Ill: 

The Fifteenth equals thefe, and. Twenty fees 
Clofe on each fide immoderate Degrees: 

To Twenty reckon Seven , or f ive, or Nine, 

And all are hurtfuf ^portions of .this Sign. 

Should Cancer boaft a kind and gentle Reign, in Cancer. 
The Firjl, and Third) and Sixth would plead in 
vain j . , ... 

The Eleventh, Fifteenth, and the Eighth Degrees, 

The Twentieth too could hope no more fuccefs : 

The Twenty Fifth , Seventh , Ninth, fevercly fway,p 
The Seventeenth too. vvith a malignant Ray > 

Rules o’re the Birth, and ftamps the eafie Clay.J) 

The flaming Lion in the Firjl we fear, h Leo. 

Nor doth the Fourth a milder Image bear 
The Twenty Second, the Fifteenth, Tenth prefage 
With th’ Eight and Twentieth an unhappy Age. 

With hurtful Powers the Twenty Fifths s Curft, 

The Thirtieth too as noxious .as the Firjl. 

The Firfti : and the Eleventh of the Maid, j„ virgo. 
The Sixth, the Fourteenth, Eighteenth parts are bad: 
ThefTspenty Firft, and Fourth this Sign difgrace, 

Thirtieth Ihew a 1 better Face- 
Next view- the Scales, the Seventh, , and Fifth In Libra. 
Is b &4 add. Eight to Ten, or Ten to Three : (degree 
To Tentwice* told 1 add Seven,: or Four, or Nine, 

AlUike >' the Thirtieth hwtth\ in this Sign. 

' ,J . C 4 Pth* 
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y„ Scorpio. l ? th’ Firftj Third, Sixth, md Tenth black Scor¬ 
pio’s Claws 

And in the Fifteenth make Malignant Laws^ 

The Twenty Second, Eighth, Fifth, and TVwfr betray 
His poys’nous Rage in an unhappy Ray : 
in Sagitta- Would fate allow thee choice, forbear to choofe 
rws. 'phe Centaurs Fourth Degree, the Eighth refine •, 
The Twelfth, the Sixteenth , TMntietb parts portend 
A wretched Lifc^ and an untimely End : 

The Twenty Fourth, Sixth, Eighth Degrees molclt, 
Nor is the Thirtieth better than the Reft. 


Jn Capri- The Thirteenth of the Goats, contracted Star, 
corn. Nor Seventh, nor Ninth (hall be fny earneft Prayer 
Nor that which Twenty doth of One deprive. 

Or Three, or adding gives it Six or Five. 

(n Aqua- To Ten add One, or Five, or Nine, or Three 
lius. And you are furc to find a bad Degree: 

Add One, Five, Nine to Twenty, hurtful Streams 
flow from the Vrn, and fprCad unlucky Beams. 
in pif«s. The Fijhes clofc the their parts confelt 
As noxious, and as guilty as the Reft j .... 
For Torce, Five, Seven, or Ten when joyn d witli 

Seven, r t n \V \ 


Of One, mark hurtful Portions of the Heaven. 
Five multiply’d by Five is hardly clear’d. 

And Seven to Twenty added’s to be fearu: 

All thefe are noxious Portions of the Sky, 

Too Hot, or Cold, or elfe too Mot ft, or Dry* 

* xv v This known,thc Work is not compleatly done, 

s&A* The Labours ftill increafe as you go on* 

win ibey The Time makes difference, as they Rtfc, new force 

fife. They gain, and after lofc it in their Gourje. 

. . Thus when the Ram a'fcends, and proudly turns 

•• •“*• His bending backward Neck before his Horns ^ 


Book IV. HA^JLIVS. 'ey 

To Mortal Eyes,’ the wretched Births are Gttft 
With Ravenous Tempers, and ihflam’d with Luft: 

All Modefty frail be to Gold betray’d, 

Nor Parents Care fecure the eafie Maid : 

Thefe Teippers are his own ; as Fancy leads 
He roves, and waritons o’re the floWry Meads: 

Forward to pufr, and as the Grafs renews 
His wafted Strength* he Courts the willing Ews. 

To Travel he iiiclines through Lands unknown, ^ 

He Ploughs new Seas, and makes the World his 
own: 7 

This he prefigur’d when his Back convey’d 
Young Phryxus fafe, and loft the falling Maid. • 

The Bulls bright part that firft appears, creates Taurui. 
Vile Pathicks famdals to the Other Fates. 

The Caufe, if ; it be fit to fearchfor one 
When Nature works, may eafiltfbe fhewn * 

His Back-part firft appears, in chat he bears ; 

The narrow Cloudy Train of Female Stars: 

And thus the' Pofture, and thenar combine 
To Ihew the Influence of the rifing Sign: 

He bends to Plow, and o’re the Fruitful Plains ■/ 

The Labouring Ox grows Fat upon his Pains. ( 

But when thdir Feet the rifing'Tm/m do Ihew, • Gemini 
And half appear Move, half ifobelofr, ] < • [ 

The Births are 1 liafppy, all theirwts refind,- 1 ' * 

And Arts enrich the TreafuieSbf their Mind ♦/• 

Ready their . perfuafive is their Tongue, t 
In Muftck skilPd, and excelleHt in Song : 

Thefe are the Powers their rifing* Rays difpenfe, ■ 

Jhey Wit beftdw, and fix that) WiP with Senfe. 1 
When rovdihg Cancer rifeth vaild in Clouds, Cancer, 
fth’ Skies as deeply hid as in the 5 Floods, 
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Th« Moon refilling when, depriv’d of Light; 
The Birth$ Blind, and wilh ifi vain for fight: 
By Fates a Verfe condemn’d to dottle Death, 

Dead whilit >Vtive, and Buryed whilit they breath: 
Leo. But when ftw ftews his ravenous Jaws 

Prepar’d/for, Rapine, and unfluaphs his Paws, . 

A SpenAhiffawPh- w ^° minds,hiipfelf alone, 

Hp wrongs his father, and he cheats his Son \ 

His Race ii> vain with expeftatjqp-wait, 
fpr in Idtnfelf ^buries nisLftafo,* . 

So vail: his Gluttony, his Luffc fo wild. 

That he dmraurs/biflifelf,, yet is npt fill, d: 

And pvhilfl his. Appetite proceeds to crave 
, „y He eats h&ftuiw, and-he fagfatos Grave. 

*.When rtrga (who wfoifc Wit prevail’d 

v g0 * Rul’d here befo^i retreating wh?rut fail d) 

To awfof HopprSipU the Births . m|ift rife 
Profoundly skiJlMin SacredMyfteries: 

Good , Pim, umisM ^ ^*S C 

And great Examples to the loofer Ag c: 

Libra But when 'Aufm*d : Scales do appear ) 
Happy the Birth he fhall be known from far, ? 
The Glory ,of MiBencb, and of the Ban * 
He jufteft Laws (hall make, and LoO and Death 
Depend upon thP ^dhes of his .Breath * _ _ 
Him Towns Miftaft the Earthobfcxyz his Nod, 
And after Eart^he Heaven enjoy;?, God- i 
scomio Tims AdHhqfe,Signs, but»M^ Tayl difplays 

P * A double InfhmeJfrom his i r. . 

For when tlianfii^ appears,. thq-^r^/«LGluld 
Shall Cities, Batfe^ and be inclinedWibjuW i 
The World fee him with his aft Plow furround 
The place, dcfigtfdj and mark the fatal. Bound r: 
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Or he fhall waft what qthers Pains did raife, 

Where populous Cities flood, there Beafls fhall 
g*m v. •• •' 1 ' 

Or Harvpjps grow '■> He lends to. thefe Extmms, 

And Pom agreeing Waits Upon his Beams.. 

Bqlff jflgittamf, when he fifft appears,,!' Sagictari- 
Heats the gay Birth #nd makes him fem’dfor Wars us * 

In Triumphs great, the Wonder of the Crowd, 

By Captive* carry’d, he almoft a God 
Shall climb the Capitol *, bright Fame pjirfiie, 

Old Cities raze, or grace the Earth with New : 

But ili fupcfefs, (his Forehead’s wreathU with 
Frpwh$) ; > i, !> -d\ii 

Shajl woft bis Famp, and blaft his gathered Crowns. 

Thus Conquering Hannibal , by this Sign betray’d 
Before flight perceiv’d Ms Wreaths tooftkfe, 

He paid for Trebia *s and for Canna ?s fame, - 
And reqojnpenc’d oUrLofles by his lhame.', 

But when the narrOw Goat eredts his Tail Capricor? 
He drives to Sea , and much inclines to Sail , ^ 

Ignoble Trade then Ploughs, the dangerous Main, 

And preens Life is naeanly flak’d for Gain ; 1 

The Good, the Pious , and the yuJF are both- 
When firft Aquarius .pouts out his, Vrn. o ' - r Aquarius. 

But could ! rule, could Ii the Fates deltgn, ' rif CC s 
The riling Fifties ne’re fhould govern mind y * y 

They givU & Hatefulp Prailing, Railing yoxigixep 
Still foil of fFenom r always, in the wrong} v 
That up Jqaloufies^ arid heightens Fom’s^ 

By mutterring Poyshtous'.Whifpprs- in Mens EdrL 
Faithfefti the Births, and follof wild delire; 

Their Faith it Treachery, and tbeiPLoveii& Fite. 

For when the Skies gtfew.weak, when £?i«*Hte ftrove, 

And fnaky Typhon fhook the Throne of Jove } 
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The; Moon refen?l?Ung wtadepriv’d of Light; 
The Births ^reE/iW, and wifti in vain for fight : 
By Fates a Verfe condemn’d to double Death, 

Dead whilft Mvq, and Buryedwhilft they breath: 
Leo. But when jfe j Uon ftews his ravenous Jaws 

Prepar’d/tor fopine, and untafhs hjs Paws, . 

A Spen4WW\$?i&> who m|nds,hupfejr alone, 

Hq wrongs his father, and he cheats his Son \ 

His Race in vain vith expedation wait, 

fpr in hipifelf j^bpries his. Eftato ? 

So vait his Gluttony, his Luft fo wild : 

That he devours hiipfolf,, yet is npt fill’d: 

And wh.ilft his. Appetite proceeds to crave 

.v He eats his fiwA and-he tods, Jus Grave. 

' ' When yirjrQ rifts, (whp whdflr^!# prevail’d 
v g Rul’d here belp*y,i retreating wh?n it fail d) 
Toawful Honorsiall tfie firths, mpft rife 
Profoundly ski}W m Sacred Myftcries: 

Good, Piw, 3H#r\9wout r unus’d to Rage 
And great ,Examples to the hw/^ Age: 

Libra But when <MWM l Seales do felt appear ? 
Happy the Firth he lhall be Knownfromfar, ? 
The Glory «of .the, Bench, apd of the Barj> •>, 

- He jufteft Lawa ^all make, and Eif© and Death 

Depend uppn.t^iTues of his ;Preathi _ 

Him 7hipnx Mifar, the E^h^hferve his Nod, 
And after EautMie fflawi enjoys God. . i 

^coroio Thus Aft-thaft,Signs, but; Storm a Tayl difplays 

P * A double li$usoflpiromhis 

For when.that'find appeals,, tkqfeacefulCluid 
shall CiwsiW^andboinchtfdt^bmi •; 
The World ihafafeehira with his aft^low fiirround 
The place, dcfignfd* and mauK the fatal Bound 
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Or he lhall waft what others Pains did raife,< 

Where populous Cities flood, there Beads fhall 

g*?%- 

Or Hanvpfls grow i He leads to thzfe Extmms, 

And Popfff agreeing waits Upon his Beams.. 

Bqld jflgittarw, when he fifft appears,< 1» Sagittari- 

Heatsthqgay J?/^,and makes him fem’dfbr Wars \ us * 

In Triumphs great, the Wonder of the: Crowd, 

By Captives carry’d, he almolt a God 
Shall climb the Capito /*. bright Fame pprfiie, 

Old Cities raze, or grace the Earth with Afar: ’ ; . 

But ilj ifupc.eefs, (his Foiiehead’s wreath^ with 
Frown$) ; « u I'; 

Sliajlyyaflt his Famp, and blaft his gathered Crowns. 

Thus Conquering Hamibal , by this Sign betray’d 
Before fiis llight perceiv’d lds Wreaths toT&d'e, 

He paid for Tr chiefs and for Can ira’s feriie^ : 

And reficunpenc’d our Lofies by his lhame.'; 

But when the narrow est ereds his Tail Capricort 

He drives to Sea , and much inclines to Sail, n ** s » -f 

Ignoble Trade then Ploughs the dangerous Main, 

And prepiOt|s Life is, meanly ftak’d for Gain; / 

TheoW, the-Plow, and the Juft are bofh~ 

When firft Aquarius ,pouts put his Vrn. r Aquarius. 

But couldl rule, could Ifthe E^iw defign, ' pifccs 
The riling Fijhes ne’re Jfhould govern mind y • • v 

They give! % Hatefulft'Prailiqg,Railing Tonguey 
Still full; of Venom, alwaysim the wrbng j x - 
That ^/cwf iUp Jealoufiesy'dridf heightens Fears, 1 .. 

By mutterring Poy$' > mus\Whift)$rs:in MensEdrk 
Mtblefsl the Births, and folhof wild delire v 
Their Faith is Treachery, and tbeir' Lorve >i& ■ Fife. 

For wh^a the Skies grewWeak, when G^dWtr ftrovc, 

And jfnaky Typhon fhook the Throne of Jove 
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Fair V fled, and in'a Etjh's fhape 
(This Syria knows) fecdf’d her mean efcape *, 
Then did fhe through the Scaly Kind infpire 
New Heats , and with the Ocean mixt her Fire. 
No fingfr Births, for when this Sign begins, 

Twins ihall be Born, or thofe that fhall have Twins. 
NoWlcarn what <Stgns o’re different Lands 
cdotrole, •' 

But firft take this fhort figure of the whole : 

The Winds Eaj}, Weft, and North ., And South, on either fide, 

tMtdCx- Thefe Quarters lie oprios'd, 'the World divide: 
As many Winds from'theft four Quarters flic, 
And fight and rattle, thro’the empty Sky : 
Roughtforaw from itife! North, bears- Froft and 

Sno.ws, :* 

And' from the Eafl, thdlgentle Eurus blows. 

Wet s^uftcr from the totfrfd South is thfown, 

And pleating Zephyr us tools the fetting'Sun. 
rbeCoOate. ’TWixt thefe two othorWinds their«Seats do 
ral winds. '•.-.Claim, • - 


Alike in Nature, different but in Namci * 
Around the Earth the liquid Ocean plays, 

The Ball enciofing with a foft Embracev ; 

But yet on many parts* -Earthh bending Tides, 

Or open Bays receiveItheiflowing TideL ; i" / 

_ ■ The Sea admitted from! the'WeJlerri 'Shores, 
Jawean' Doth onthe Right Hand w'afh'the fwarthy Moors) 
Sea and And Lyfc/^s Sands,whereoncegreatC4r^ flood, 
and the fe- Then o’re the Syrtes Whirls the rapid Flood * 
vaalpnrts And thence; t0 Egypt. it directly flows, ; * •' v ' _ ■ 

*** Where what dry HeaVen denies, the Afifebeftows. 

The Left Hand Sea by Spain and Tr#W*«x>tends, 
And .follows Conquering Italy as it bends-; 
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Till into Streights the barking Sylia draws, 

And whirls it round Charybdvs greedy Jaws j 
Loos’d from thefe Streights, the Flouds fpread 
wide again, 

And freely flow in th v Ionian Main : 

Then on the left they turn ? - and winding flow. 

Fair Italy furround, and drink the Vo. 

Then make rough Adrians Gulph; the other fide 
I llyrium walhes with a gentle Tide, ■ •» ■ 

Sees Epire's Cliffs, and Corinth's lofty Towers, 

Then winds round plain Moreah open Shores. 

Thence Northward intOivafl recelfes toft 
The Sea confines the Learn’d Acbaid > s Coaft: 

Thence .North and Eafiwatd the unwilling Flood 
Confin’d by St reights,ancj ftain’d with fJcllc\ Blood 
To fam’d Byzantium cuts its winding way. 

And joy ns Propontis to the Eux'tne Sea j • 

Behind whofc back th^Lake Meotis lies 
Receives full Tanais, and the Seafupplies. 

Hence when the Circling Waves return again 
The weary Sailer to the Open Main, 

He cuts tlf Icarian , and th* c /Egtean Tide 
By Afid s Coafts, and wonders at their Pride: 

And whUft the left hand Courfehe ftill purfues 
As many Trophies , as he places views j 
A thoufand Nations,^ Taurus mount,that threats 
The Floods, the Bay that from the Sea retreats 
Parcht Syria's Plains, and the Cilician Seats, 

Till he at laft to Egypt turns his Oars 

And fees the Waves dye on the fwarthy Shores. 

Thus ruling Nature draws her bounding Lines, 

Checks midland Seas, and all their Rage confines. 

Yet midft this Sea a thoufand Iflands rife \ ' *jr Mt . 

Shap’d like a Foot the low Sardinia lies dtterrane• 

Near s an. 







The Cafpt- 
an Sea, 
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Near Lybia 7 s (hate*} fmairld fiffd with Fires; 1 

But juft a* off from' Bf jjR " ' C 
Andadveffc Greece EUbtedn Cliffs admire. j 
foveh Birth-place Crete appears, a goodly Me, 
And Cyprus beaten bythe adyrtfe Me - 
A thouftrid lefftr ifles Qommand thefe seas, 
Rhodes, Delos y artdth Cyclades ^ ^ 

Fa {m’d'AtMs'j TefUdds^M by ^r^M^ s fide 

Lies Corfica , and breakk 1 the coming Tidej^ 

Near the Streight*s Mouth the Baledres ^R^ign, 
And ftrohg Ehtfus TtiumphS'Cfre 
Ten tholfand (mailer Rot k* tfhfc Waves difperfe, 
Too little to be nam’d, toomeah for Verfe. 

Nor doth the Ocean but ohe fingle way 
Attempt the Earth,' atld force an'open Bay; 

It tries on every fide, bht Mountains bouhd 


lnfulting BilloWs, arid 

For ’twixt the Summer hajfM^ them Po e 
Through narroW ChaflrieUTecret Waters real, 
Till fpread at laft upori the open Plam 
They make the Cdftian like the Euxtne Main. 

n, Pern- sLbtard encroachmg Watcrs doub^ profs,' 

•n a«ifh. O’refloW the Earth and m a vaft recefc 

One part nidre Eafi runs on, a " d ^%fJ n L■ 
Through Ptr/W's Brinks; and makes the Per/miiHay. 
n, Arabi. More Weft the other fdft *<*!»' both 
an Guiph. herb Ihccnfe grows, and pltafing Oddr ? > 
Which fends us GUms foft Luxury to pleaf, 

And reconcile the angry Deities : . ,. 

Strange that the fanie, when differently apply d, 
ShouW calm the Rage of Heaven, and ferve our 

This Bay h dalPd th’ Arabian Guiph, the Name 
The Country gives it, and tis great m Fa ^ 


The Per fl¬ 
at) Guiph. 


The Arabi- 
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Thus lie the* Seas; Earth! midft. this mightyl Africa. 
Flood 6 7 

Contains, firft Afric},whcte proud/ Carthage good j 
Once great in Arms, and whofe, extended fway 
O’re Libya ftretcht, and made the Spams obey: 

When Hannibal wrapt Alban i ToWnsiri flame. 

And eterniz’d the blobdy TrebuCs Name j 
When led by Fate he March’d, to .overcome,. 

And pour’d his fwarthy LibyawpotiRomer. 

When gafping. Co#jW4 groan’d on eVdry Plain, 

And Canned* Fields were burd’ned With the flainJ 
Here Nature angry with Mankind prepares 
Strange Monfters, Inftruments.3° or.future Wars y 
Here Snakes,thofeCells of Poyfbn*take their Birth,. 

Thofe living Grimes and grievance of the Earth j 
Fruitful in its Own Plagues,, the Defarfc Ihbre 
Hears Elephants y and frightful Aim roart*, 

Serious.it feems in allthefe Monfrrous fhapes. 

But fports in the. lewd Limbs of. Mimick Apes. 

The Country’s large, the Barren Plains extend 
A mighty fpace, and then in Egypt end* 

Thence Afia fpreads, aifrnitfuliSoil^the Streams 
Roul Golden Sand, the Ocean fhines with-Gems j 
The Trees drop Balfom r and.on all the Boughs- 
Health fits, and makes it Sovereign as jit flows. 

Thence India lies*, a. Land more; large than 
thought, 

The Parthians oft, though not fecurely fought! j 
They flying ftill delude,£owt?s firmer PoWersi, 

And yet Command a different World from»Ours. 

Thefe Taurus bounds, whofe threatning Mountains 
To awful Hights,and wound the lower Skies j (rife 
A thoufand Nations lie by Tafiais flood 
W hich cuts the S<ytbia\ftmtdd with humane blood 

By 
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By Lake Meotis, and the Euxine Tidfe 
Which Hatuire lets as bounds to Ajja s Pride. 

SuroPf . Europe remains, which fir ft the Beauteous load 
£ p Receiv’d *f»nd where the Bull confefs’d the God; 
Hence came its Name, in that the grateful Jove 
Hath Eterniz’d the Glory of his Love: 

Here Greece is feen, with Rum d Antient 7Voy, 
And fhew’d what Fates attend unlawful joy : 

A Country Rich in Men of wondrous parts, 

The place of Learning, and the Seat of Arts: 
Here Athens Rands, which makes the beft pretence 
To Sovereignty in Wit and Eloquence j 
For Courage Sparta, and for Deities . 

Fam’d Thebes, whofe Heroes People half the Skies: 
Epirus, Thejfaly, whofe lafting Praife 
One fingle Pyrrhus, and Achilles raife. 

To thefe lllyrium joyns, and Warlike Thrace, 
The Seat or Mars, and breeds a ftubborn Race. 
Thence 3* Germany, a mighty Country runs. 

And wonders at the vaftnefs of her Yellow Sons. 
Thence South and Weftward in a fertile Plain 
Lies France, for Tribute fam’d, for Battels Spam : 
But Italy Crowns all, whom Rome hath given 
Command of Earth, and joyns 3* her felf to 
(jcEVcn * 

Whatsknt Thefe Bounds the Earth, and thefe the Seas con- 

tiver n each fine, . 

Cm And God allots to every part a Sign-, 

No Land is free, no ftately Town deny d 
The kind Protection of a Starry Guide: 

For as in Man, the work of Hands Divine, 
Each Member lies allotted to a Sign j 
And as the Body is the common care 
Of all the Signs, each Limb enjoys a ware: 
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(The Ram defends the Head, the Neck the Bull, 

The Arms bright Twins are fubjeft to your Rule $ 

Pth’ Shoulders Leo, and the Crab's obey’d 
Pth’ Breaft, and in the Guts the modeft Maid 
Pth’ Buttocks, Libra± Scorpio warms defies 
Pth 'fecret parts, ana fpreads unruly fires .* 

The Thighs, the Centaur, and the Goat Commands 
The Ktteis, and binds therti up with double bands. 

The parted Legs, in cold Aquarius meet, 

And Pifces gives prote&ioA to the Feet.) 

So in the greater Worid ? the Members flrirb 
Ccleftial Rulers^ and enjoy their Care: 

Hence different Mep,in different Climes w.e view, why iifft* 
They vary in their fhape, or in their Hue, JJJ* 

The Matter’s common ? and in all the fame, Zofdif* 
But private Stamps, diftin&ly mark the Frame, ferent 
Vaft Yellow Offsprings are the German's Pride, shapes ant 
Whdft Neighbouring Frante is nbtfo deeply dy’d: 

But hotter Clifiiates liafrower Frames obtain, 

A^d low-built Bodies are the growth of Spain : 

Hejperiq mixeth fweet with fiaany Grace, 

Ana temper’d Mars appears in every Face: 

Whilft adtive Greece produceth finet parts. 

Their looks betray their Exerdfe- and Arts: 

Short Curl’d up Hair the Sons of Syria grace, 

Whilft Ethiopia's Biackueft ftains the Face, . 

With Horrid Shapes llie does her Sons expofe, 

Diftends their fwelling Lips, and fiats their "Nofe; 

Lefs India blackens, lefsit Crufts the Mafs, 

And mixeth Colours in the Tawny Face: 

But Egypt's fiimy Plains dffe£t the fight 

With brighter Colours, and approach to White. 

Pareht Lybia burns her Sons, the vileft Shapes 
She (hews* and fcarce divides her Men from Apes ; 

o wrn 
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WhiUt Mauritania ,doth difguR the Eye, 
(He'r^arae betrays it) with the bkckeft Dye. 

\ Tho’ each Speech Organs fram’d alike employs, 
How many Languages confound the Voice ? 

How' different Vertues Reign, how difterent 
Crimes? . 

Mens. Manners are as various as the Climes. 

Like Trees tranljplaated by the Farmer s Toyl, 
Vice turns to Vertue, in another Soyl. 

Tho’ Seed the fame, yet different Fruits are born, 
Thus Yellow Ores yaries in.hpr Corn. 

Nor doth the Vine .on every Hitt produce 
Like Grapes, hoy Bacchus, prefs ari eaual Juice. 
Rich Cmmon r Kot every Country bears. 

Nor are aU Fields bedew’d with Myryha s Teais. 
Nor is this great yaiiety expreft s 

'esasMtssSKui 

As many parts,, fo many Worlds appear, 
^"pLTthdrlSeac^ the,CoUnt™ 

A rtcSK PWng WrSgns, the S 

5*TST Jmm^ St hcmt%^o>rewUhefww 
govern'd by when from the Mothers Rage, his Fleece convey 
Ariel. 'phe Brothers fafe, and dropt the falling Ma \r , 
Content he fwam, and with his Burthen pi ^ 
He mourn’d his Lofs, and griev’d to be fo eas d. 
The near Propontis too his Beams obeys, . 

And Syria feels the Influence of his Rays. 

The loofe Garb’d Perfms, know his gentle Rule, 
Their Garments bear Relation to his Wool^ 
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With JSUe that iwells at Fiery Cancers Beams, 

And E^fdrown’d'by its endowing Stream?,•• 

1 Cold ^WsRock^^^’sweaithy Groves, 

And powerful Taurus Empireproves,. pb, Taurus 
Rich in their Corn, and Wt»ftin'jbeir Lov^j 
The boyiterous EumeMffollto&ythian bows,p: By Gemi- 
Beneath the /hw fubjowiori-'gladiyjflows, . >ni. 

And theyiof Ganges infant.-Streams difpofe, v i 
The fwarthy Indians fkryGamtSmyt, O B/Canccr, 
His Rule the Blacknefs of their Hue betrays, 5 » 

And E^'o/M’s heated with hteR^y. 

The Phtfrtfln Htins ths tersg^Bttbynian Woods 
The S 3 SeH®lpOf CheiMother of tilie Gods, ; 

The Lion own, 1 the Cappadocia* 1 Shear By Leo. 

With fierce Armenia, hear the Lion Roar. 

And Macedm* That all the’ World fubdu’d. 

Submits to/the Great Monarch of the Wood. 

In happy Bbodv the gentle Maids ador’d. By Yirgo* 
Rhodes, the (retirement of Our fiitjure 94 Lord; 

Bleft I Hand truly Sacred to the Sun,' 

E’re fince in thee the GlofxmCaJdr Shone, 

The World’s great lights whom with exposing 
Mankind defires, and longs to fee him rife. (Eyes ', 

The Dortch 1 Plains, the rich -Ionian Towns, 

Arcadia Rival to the waining jMbons i . 

With W arlike Carta high in .Ancient Fame 
Owe all Subjection to her modejft Flame. 

What Sign, could you difpc\fe the Signs, lhould Li |, ra> 
fall . 

To Latium's fbare, but that which poizeth all j 
To which by Nature, it muft needs belong 
To value things, and feparate Right from Wrong. 

In which the Times are weigh’d, and Day with 
Are met,the DarJcnefs equal to the light: (Night 
D a The 
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The Scale* tale Italy, where Some Commands, 

By her, and Laws are Cent to be °beyd: 
Hw^fom^Natlorfs ft* Others rife! 

B/Scor- The following SB# rules Carthage Conquer d 

9i °‘ SubieaThw’Ue, to Scorfio’s Scaly Powers;' 
With lybiah Sandi .and Ipi?t ftu® So^ 

The (limy 3 6 Gift of the o’re-flowlng Vile. 

‘ urgS Bounds, but yet too narrow to coiifme 
The vaft Ambition of this cravirm Sign, 

He claims the Hies of the Itdtoi Main, 

_ - . An 4o l %Z‘ t£c5i?mateanhSclaim, 

riu>. 8 "“ And Hill tops «P *•>« ^“hafronfi^ ‘ 

It bore a Centaur once, and that confines 

The Ifle to the fame Figure in the Signs. 

To him their Skill and Darts, the Cretans owe, 

And imitate the furenefe of his Bow. 

Trinacria follows, Crete’s Example draws 

Her Sifter Ifle, and yields it to his Laws, 

And A 4 I.WS Shores, which narrow Friths difO 

Here* baffle Nature, and in him combine, f 

Nor wduld be differenc'd by another Sign. J 

*. a,,-. The Weft, and Northern Parts, rich fra* 

r.n.SteS are fubjeft to thy Reign, 

And Germany, (race 

A Seat for Bcafts, and fit for Man no more 
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This monftrous Sign hath varioufly engroft, 

(He Rules at Sea and Land) thy doubtful Coaft,^ 

Now Earth appearing, now in Water loft. J 
But Young Aquarius with his watry Fires, f/ us A<lua ‘ 
From Egypt to the Clydes Ifles retires j 
The ftout Cilkians , and the Neighbouring Plain 
With Sailing tyre are fubjeSto ms Reign. 

When Heaven grew weak, and a fucccfsfulty Nfas. 
%ht ' * 

The Giants rais’d, and Gods wereTavM by flight 
From Snaky Typhirn' s Arms, a Fifhe’s fliape 
Sav’d Vkms % and recur’d her from' a Rape: 

Euphrates hid her, and from thence his Streams 
Owe all Obklience to the Fijh's Beams, > 


fakes 


Wide Parthia 's Plains confin’d by mighty Rocks, 

The Nations round, long bent untb its Yokes 
With Tigris Streams, the Red-Sea's [billing Shores 
Are Subjedt to the Heavenly Fifh's Powers. • 

“Thus Earth's divided, thefe the Signs that fway wh*t influ 
Its Portions, and the Parts their Beams obey ■> e " ce th $ e 
Thefe Signs the Tempers, of their Empires (how, 

The Parts above, directing thofe below, r viral enn 

Their Powers innife: And thus as Ruling Signs tries 
Are now Oppos'd, and now agree in Trines^ to tbtir 
Or other Site maintain, which i’/fe direfts Ritle ‘ 

Their Fatal Influence, various' in Effe&s \ 

So Towns with Towns, and roaring Seas with 
Seas, 

And Land with Land, or differs or agreees. 

And as thefe Signs dire<ft, fo Men fhould choofe 
This Town, this Country^ or that Seat refiife j 
Here Hate expeft, there lureft Friendfhip prove. 

As Heaven directs, and Stars decree above. 

D 3 But 
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XXVII, But now attend, for Signs Ecdiptick'daim 
wbatsigm T$y Care, and. fear# .the Reafon.of the Name: 

are Ecclip • pdr fom& & W theiy L'*T ce » 1 

'**> Grow teftlir, «. nor keep^rf^«. 

■ Nor is this ttMogriufor tiiiBWg^' rti* ral W' t y 

There’s notbiog.tbu^Q&tiinUQS ip 

As Years whe$l; toihuM ebang? W& **ed* 
Things lofe their former State and take * new. 

NWrW witb^.'thrf^fo^bcar, 

Now unmanur’^, pn^entf e . • 

DilatediVappWTfl/saBthe *arfe 

tsssaBSSSRs**? 1 “• 
sssite;a?ss«»- 

flowed, __ • ri.i« fn 0 </«n 2 J<iM fl-nnd 


Whan Mankind’s fingte Haiti vfflwafc* ftoo<1 
On deep Pattutjfvt, » repair sk<i Stock, • 

The.fpacioinWWid] floflefling; m QDPHock- 

And “heabdldffefMf. Wl ’rS fiSHotft- 
The Chariot filled; and .drove 
The Earth took Bro, : .Hcavqn 6w the Stars recoil, 
And frighted Nature fear’d one, common p '^: , 
so much as Years, foul rounds ithe mighty 


ay muni oe * - — , 

Is chang’d yet ftill returns to be the fame • 

And fo *the Stars, whilft they revolt thm : Courfe, 
Now loft their Power, and now regain th 

, Thelteafon’s plain,for when depriv’d of Light, 
Slit The Moon Ectliffi, lies vail'd in fudden Nighty 
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Whilft hindring Earth diverts her Brother’s Ray, 

Thefe Signs Eccliptick feel the fame decay ; 

They feeble grow, they hang their bending ft cad, 

And mourn* and pine, as if tlh MooH were dead. 

Now Signs Eccliptick (fee the Name betray 
Unufual Languor, and a weak decay,) 

Grow weak by Pdvis^ and-thofe not Neighbouring 
But Oppofttcy for thus our Art defines, (Signs, 
Becaule the Moon then only feels decay, 

When Oppofite unto her Brother’s Ray. 

^Nor is this.Lahguor, nor thefe Times of Grief 
Alike to All* fbittdquickly find relief; 

Sonic- Langoifh long, and e’fe their Mourning’s 
. don^i'it , v •’•' 

The Sun goes round, and all the Year is run. ^ 

But when their Grief is o’re, the next in turn 0rJer ti 
Begin toTJanguilfy and prepare to Mourn ; t Eccliptl 
The next in; turn, that are in Order placet fucceed 
On either, fidey the Twothat Lattguiftft laft: ^tber, 

To fpeak diftin&iy, i 38 thofe two: Signs that view 
And leave the before th£ former two. 

, Not that the Earth doth nbxiohs Powers dif- 
Or Subjedb Heaven to its dull Influence; (penfe, 


Not by Earth's Influence, but by tffefr place. - J 
But whkfc avail'my- Songs, if ; all rdfyle XXVII 

Theprofer’dAidof my obliging MUfe ? 

If puny fear- forbids our HojbeS tb life, citlu 

To enter boldly , 1 and enjoy the Skies ? map be 

What .Nature’bides, (for thus Obje&ions teach) tam'd. 
Is deeply hid, too deep for Matt toreach. 
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Vaft the Recefs! Though ftubborn Fate IhouldN 

And weltnow this, yet all the fearch were vain,f 
Since none can find the Links that wake the Chain. J 
Fond Mortals! why fljould we our felves abufe? 
Norufe thole Powers which GV permits to ufe ? 
Bafely dctratt from the Celeftiai mind. 

And clofe our; Eyes, endeavouring to be blind f 
We fee the Skies; then why fliould we defpftir 
To know the Fatal Office of each Star ? 

To open Nature, to unvail her. Face, 

Go in, and tread the Order of the Mate ? 

Why lhould we not employ the Gifts beftowd 
jfy Heaven, in knowing the kind Author of the 
Good ? 

Qur Work grows ffiort, wemay furround the Ball, 
Make the whole World onr own, and live in all: 
Through what remains, we now with Eafe may 
Take* and enjoy the Captive Univerfe: (pierce, 
Our Parent Nature we, her parts, defcry, 

And Heaven-born Souls affett their Father Skie: 
For who can doubt that God refides in Man, 1 
L That $ou}s from Heaven defcend, and when the t 

V Chain., I 
of Life is broke, return to Heaven again ? J 
> As in tlie Greater Wqrld afpiring Flame, 
fertli,'Water*,Air, make the Material Frame; 
But through theft Members a Commanding Soul 
Infus’d, (&<;$:£ the Motions of the whole * 

So His in Matty ; the kfler World,, the Cafe 
Is Clay, una&ive, and an Earthly Mafs 7 
Bloods Circling Streams the Pnrple Soul convey, 
The Ruling Mind uniting to the Clay: 
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Then who can wonder that the World is known 
So well by Man, fmee he himfelf is One ? 

The fcmo Gompofure in his Form is fhew’d. 

And Marts the little Image of the God. 

Nbwother Creaturesview,how mean their Birth, 
The'Rubbifh, and the Bordens of the £arth: 
SomelSttg in Air, fome float upon the Waves, 

Bom for our ufe, and bred to be out Slaves. 

AlF&eir Enjoyments are confin’d to Senfe, 

The eafie Works of wary Providence. 

But fince they Rcafon want,their Tonguesare mute. 

How mean, hoW low a Creature is a Brute ? 

No Myfteries diftlos’d, commend their Parts, 

Not are they Subjedls capable of Arts *, 

How hard the Labour, yet how often vain 
To bring them foolilhly to Ape a Mail ? 

But ruling Mari extends his larger fway 
Beyond himfelf, and makes the World obey; . 
Wild Beafts are tam’d. The Fields are forc’t to 
And Recompence the Labours of the Share, (bear. 

In vain the Sea disjoyris the diftant Shores, 

His SaiIs the Winds command, the Floods his Ores. 
Alone eredt his Form doth nobly rife, > 

Up to the Stars he lifts his Starry Eyes, > 

And takes a nearer Profpedt of the Skies: J 

Re fearches Jove, and whilft his Thoughts do trace 
His kindred Stars, in them he finds'Tus Race. 

No outfide Knowledge fills his vaft Defifes, 

The more he riftth, he the more af^ites. 

Wc think it Reafon that in Augury' y 
We lhould. on Birds, and flaughter’d Beap rely *, 

And Can the Fates be lefs in Star* expreft, 

Than in a Bird, or Entrails of a Beaft ? 


When 
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When God, his Mind in meaner tilings declares, 
Should he negled the Glory of the Stars ? 

Befides, the World is eager,to be known. 

Our fear ch'provoking ftilH for routing on 
It ihcws.p* nllits parts, difplays its Light, 

Ttatif m wifi »*} mu ‘%«: 

He draws (Mir Eyes,' nbr doth ou. r leared foMbnlj 
What Powersrhe hidesnotvho^onidijot have hid: 
Then who can tljink it impioiuly bold ■ 

To fearchwbat we’re eneouragM to behold. 

Nor think ; thy force too fmalb too 
Becaufe toGlay unequally conhO'di {Mn* 
Its Power is wondrous Great j 
Of Gold or Gems* exceeds vaft Heaps of Brafs. 
How li<*Je is,the Apple of the Ew? 

And yet he takes in half theSky . 

Nor,dreads ,theidiforoportion to tshe Senfe, 

The Organ fm&Hv the ObjP& ^menfe: 

And from tie narrow lipids,of the Heart, 

The A#iTS.Swd doth vigorous^ ^patt 
To all the Limbs, its Sway the Members own. 
Wide is itsEmpire from, its petty 1 h ™ n ®-' . v ^ 
/ Man knowthyi Power fj<andnQt obferve thy 1 

Thy no^eiPower in piercing Roafon lies, f 
And Rttfm CDrtqners all, 

■&zsgz£ss&?»p£z 

A Star»» rais’d* the ^ 
And/A/KWtiwtHM 1 <®cr«& jvhilft Cafar RogW; 

The End of the Fourth Rook. 




N O T E S. 


’, ’ i t ■ >' , 

i The Pdet did not think of' the' ^kl/^MW as 
Scaliger imagines, but only of the Fire at Tr&y, 
wftieh pkited to let tMneas ga thtbtt^h'With his 
Falser, .and bis.Honfehold Gods.) h ' ' 

z Manilius makclonlyfhorfi Reflfe&lOittOfl Hi- 
ffoty,/and therefore is i frequently obfeure: He 
fays hefa that it; was, impofilbleon^iibgle tAi- 
tieasi fhould have raised the Glory and Refutation 
ofrein’diTrojv andnmade it ihencortqiiefv when 
iewas Overthrown^', by building i&Ort^wKh?hfub- 
du’d thCi Whole World j for Rome rdfe oiitof 
theRuins of Troy j unlefs fome' oVer-ruIiftg Tower 
and Fate had ordain’d'ic. fhould belfo. r i 5 
3 Romulus and Remus , the Founders of Rotttc, 
were;but Shepherds.. ; • 1 v 

• "4'. Lchnfc toread jluxiffent Culmina rather than 
vepijfenfy >or duxiffent Fulmnaj and render Cul- 
mim h iCottage. ; ■- 
5 If Manilius be fiippos’d to keep the Order of 
Timein/his : WiftcndcmriR»ftedSonS,'T itiuft own 
I have not hit ■ his mcanihg in this' plioeyfor no 
4 ouht: Jie had an Eye upon the Whfsbe&weerf the 
Sahim and Romulus] but then, I krahnot) imagine 
what .thOfe Words Captus &' k ■ Ctetptis > Ovbis fotet 
raedim I cannOt i think'.wich ticaliger 1 and Huetius 
that Ueiruns back t&Troy i which he hfiRf left feve- 
ral Veiiferbefofej add,therefore applyrthis pafiage 
to. the taking and burnirtg’of Ronie^ and the be- 
lieging the Capitol by the Gauls : And ’tis certain 


i 












44 Notes to the Fourth Book. 

' the Poet in his following Reflexions negleXs the 

Order of Time very much. , „ . 

6 The'Stories of Mutius Scavola, Horattus 
Codes , the Virgin ClaliOy and* the Combat be- 
tween the three Horatij on the Roman, and 
the three Curidtij on the jilban fide, are well 

^^Short RefleXions on the great Accidents in 
the Second and Third Cdrtbaginian Wars, toge¬ 
ther withthe Deathof Himnibal 

p He goes on with the Rontan Hilcory, the 
unaccountable Fortunes of the Great Mmus 

10 Pompey the Great, was a very notable Ex¬ 
ample of the variety of Fortune, T*mg on a hid¬ 
den rais’d to the bigheft, and as foon thrown 
down to,the loweft Condition m the World. 

11 * Cum jam .etiam pojfes alium eognofcere Mag¬ 
num-. 1 hope d have given this Verfe a better 
Scnfe, than the other Interpreters have done. 

1 7 Cafar is faid to be fprung from Heaven, 
becaufe he was defeended from ^£»eas the Son 
of renus x After his Mnrther an unufual Star ap¬ 
pear’d, which the Flatterers of Augttfius faid was 

the Soul of his Father Cafar. 

*« xhe Poet dofeth his Examples with Re- 
fleXions on th? overthroW of Craefus, the Famous 

wealthy King of Lydia, who wa 8 “ k ™ty c K‘’ 
on the y/retchcd Condition to which old i’rMm 
was rediidt.y . on the unaccountable overthrow ot 
Xerxes i ;on the Advancement of Servius Tvltus, 
who was; the; Son of a Bond-Womam and yet 

came to be King of Rome, and on the Conduft ot 
MettUus, who broke into the Temple of ftp* 
when it was on Fire, and brought out the Image 
oftheCoddcfs. r—xM«rt» 


Notes ft the Fourth Both. 

1 4 - Mortes fcf, iffx rurfus fugiunl, or- 

rantq\ per lines. 

j< To reconcile the different Interpreters, I 
have hinted at both Paris, (or rather Hercules ) 
and Leander. 

16 Fttrius Camillas was the reltorer ot Rome, 
after it had been taken and burnt by the Gauls: 
Of the Family of the Decij there were Three, 
who voluntarily devoted themfelves to Death, 
for the Good and Profperity of their Country: 
Cato Vticenfts, who kill’d himfelf that he might 

not furvive the Liberty of Rome. 

17 Alludiqg to the Tryal of skill between > Pal¬ 
las and jdrachne, deferib’d by Ovid, in the Sixth 
Book of his Metamorpbofis. 

18 Mo Curius Dentatus and Sen anus were 
both fetcht from the Plough, to Command the 
Roman Armies, fought bravely, and Triumpht. 

,.i 9 For this the Poets fancy’d to be the Bull 
that carry’d Europa into Crete. « 

20 Scaliger thinks Manihus means fuch as keep 

Beafts for publick Shews, and to fight in the 
Theaters; and this Interpretation I rather follow 
than that of Huetius, who fancies the Poet means 
by this pompous Defcription no more than inno¬ 
cent, honeft Butchers. _ .. 

21 Palamedes is faid to be the firft Man amonglt 
the Greeks,'who invented Cyphers, and taught 
Men to caft Account: I have enlarg d his Cha- 
raXer, and taken notice of his invention ot Let- 

22 Servirn Sulpitius , the Great Lawyer, and 

Acquaintance of Cicero. q£ 









ffcttt t* tieJPeurth Both- 
i. Of the Docility of Ekfhduti, we meet with 
numerous Examples: Seneca mentions one, that 
nlav’d at Ball: Another* that would Dance on a 
Rone 4rc. The Travellers in the Edft are full of 
ftrmme Stories concerning thole; Animals; and 
S to his EpiftleS) will furmfhany Man with 
more Stories than he will readily believe. _ 
id. If dikbymy was more . Antient than Mdnt- 
Jia, as Huetim himfelf grants, 1 fee noReafon 
whi the Poet might not fpeak of the Alobymfi,: 
The Interpretation l have given, lam tore, founds 

better than that of Huetius. 

The Tenths : This is a new word, but an- 

fwers to Decanica in ManiUus: Decmca figmfjes 
Ten Degrees, and the Decams is Lord of Tea 
Degrees: The feveral Lords are thefe. 


< 

In Aries < 

i 

J Taurus p 
J Gemini J 

la Taurus < 

< 

• Cancer p 

> 

: J 

1 

la Gemini • 

r Ltlra 9 

) Scorpius / 
C Sagittar. J 

< 

. In Cancer < 

r. '1 

* Capri cor. 1 
> Aquarius p 
IPifces J 

In Leo 

^ ThKW* J 
£ Gemini , 

) 

>■ InPlrgo • 

f • CTwccr 7 

{ > 

C 3 

In Libra 

f Libm j 
* Scorpius J 
i Sagittar. t 

> 

j In Scorpius• 

C Capricor.") 
< Aquarius > 
jJ/’j/w v 
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C Aries y 

In Sagittar. « Taurus >In Capricor. 
C Gemini j 

f Libra 9 

In Aquarius «< Scorpius vjn Pi fees 
C Sagittar. \ 


1 Cancer 
Leo 
, Tirgo 

Aries 

Taurus 

Pifces 


26 Quantum eft quo veniat Omne , I have fol¬ 
low’d the Interpretation of Scaliger , but do not 
rejeft the Opinion of Huetius : Though of lels 
force than Scaliger* s. 

27 The Hurtful Degrees. 


In Aries 


InGemini 


In Leo 


In Libra 


4. 6 . 12.9 
14.17. i8.p 
,21.25.27V 


In Taurus 


1 1, 

|i 5.19.21.Sin Cancer 
,25.27.29.3 


1. 4.10.9 S If o’ U *< 

5. 22.25./dn Virgo <14- l8 * 2I *{ 
18.30. ^ CM' } 0, • 

5 - 7 -* 3 -? . $ T * 3 * 6 ’ ( 

18.24.2,7. >In Scorpio* 1 o. 15.22. < 


I4J29. 30. 


25.28.29 


r 4. 8.127 . C 7 - 5>.*3-} 

In Sagittar.* 1 . 20.24. pin C apric .< 1 7 - 1 9 - 2 5 * J* 
£26.28.30.3 C 2tf. > 







Notes to the fourth Booh. 


In jiquarius 


ii. 13.15.O 
1p.21.25.> 
! ip* « 


In Pifces 



3 * 

1. 


17.25.f- 
27. J 


,0 Alluding to the Cuftom of the Romans , 

1 when thev delign’d to build a City, took a 
g* td made M&r a where the Walls wem 

la his Obfer ' rations on Cm>Ws ' 
F. 204. R wd6, mimnum 

,o Py Jhmma deufe both of EltfhwA ^ 

Snakes, in his Wars againft the Kama. 

,, Germany, which comprehends all the Nor- 

•r.'mKSSaSfS-sf *f». 

the 3 Gods rode in a Chariot drawn by two Lions. 
thc a S being under thedifpleafure of 'Am- 
fius? was fent to the Ifland Rhodes , and Uv d there 

fOI 35 out Of his Ancient Manufcript Reads, 

Ouapenitus Cafarq\ nteus gw to cotot 
% £ l Zow vLta igna may Mar another 

Senfe, but this will do as well. 

’ Whonn in the time of Aguftus, the Get- 
mmi deftroy’d, and cut off all the Legions he 
Commanded. 


Thus when Aries and Libra are Eccliptick, 
the two next -Eccliptick are PiftetanAtfW 
3? Alluding to Julius Ctfcir, Deify d by^k- 

£ U P’- MAN l- 


The Fifth Book. 

(laving explain'd the general influence of the 
Twelve Signs of the Zodiack, and given a 
particular account of their interchanges with 
one another fund how they incline when they 
rife i after a Jhort Preface, in which he tmg- 
nifies his own Induftry , and unweary d dili¬ 
gence in this Subjell : He goes on, 1. To 
flew what Confle Nations rife with the feveral 
Degrees of the Twelve Signs } and then what 
Tempers they leflow , and to what Studies 
they incline : For in(lancc 7 2. The Northern 
Rudder of the Ship, rifeth with the fourth 
Degree of Aries, and thofe that are then 
Born , JhaN be inclin'd to Sail , and prove good 
Pilots : 3. Orion rifeth with the fame De¬ 
gree of Aries, and thofe that are Born under 
his Influence , (had be Men rf ty* e , a ^ ive 
Tempers , Solicitors t cringing Parafites and 
Flatterers : 4. Heniochus or the Driver, 
rifeth witfl the fifteenth Degree of Aries, and 
bakes Charioteers t Horfc-Racer s % and Men 
E skill'd 
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skitJ in all forts of Horfemun-jhip t S-With 
the Twentieth Dtpee of Asms, the Hffidi 
or the Ms'rife, ™* <H\ Utugyuutou 
Stars, produce nothin.g that ts t'ertum or 
nolle: Their Births are wanton, light, and 
luflful, and never Couragtom, but in purfiit 
ofLe /hamefnl lewd Pleafnre s feme of the,, 
Births are peculiarly delighted m feeding 

andkeepingGoats: 7. With the Twentrfe- 
ve Jh Degree of Axles, rife th,Hy*l<x, 
And their Births are always turbulent and 
renditions prone to Falliont,. rejllefs Th 
natT’ot'lfe, they give their Minds,0 
fountry Affairs, feed Cattle, of turn Wag- 
Its- 7 - With the Thirtieth Degree of 
Aries, the Goat rifethi and thofe that art 
Born under that influence , fhatt be fearfr, 
iealous, fufpicious, and tnconflant, or J 
Inllidd to Travel: ^e fays the ^ 

rife with the fixtb Degree of Taurus, an 
f L Men that are then Born, flail he l A h 
and humorous, witty, but ton effeminate and 
foft winding nothing hut Drefs, Gate, dnd 

Love* 9- The Hare ri fi th Wit - h the t ) 
venthDegree of Gemini or the Twin* I*j 
her Births are alhve and nimble, PU orM 

oort ad feats of aOivity, and flight 4 

hand • 10. The Afles rife with the firf 
fee of Cancer * and thofe that are Born » 
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Jer their influence, flail he employ'd in all 
forts of Hunting and Fifhing : u. With 
the twcnty-feventh Degree of Cancer, Pro- 
cyon or the little Dog rifts , and that pro¬ 
duced fuch at weave Nets, make Spears, and 
all other Inftruments (f Huntfmen : it. The 
Great Dog rifeth with Leo, and being him- 
felf a Conjlellation of exeejfive heat ; thofe 
that are Born under his influence, flail be 
full of Paflion. Hate, JealouJie, and ungo¬ 
vernable fufpicion, and given to excefs in 
Wine; their Heat flail lead them on td 
to dangers, and engage them to hunt wild 
JBeafls. 13. With the lafl Degree of Leo, 
the Bowl appears, and inclines to plant and 
drefs Fines ; the Births flail be feme what 
intemperate , tnclind to Merchandife, and 
to trade in thofe Commodities, which cannot 
be brought to perfeiYion without moiflute: 

14. With the fifteenth Degree of Virgo, the 
Crown of Ariadne rifeth, and then the 
Births flail be*Plorifls $ they flail delight in 
making and perfuming Garlands, be Gay ; 
Amorous, and affeft neatfiefs in their Habit . 
i . The Sheaf rifeth with the tenth Degree of 
Virgo, and inclines Men to look after Corn, 
to build Burnt, to Grind and Bake Grain, 
and make it ujfcful: 1 6. With the eighth 
Degree of Libra, the Arrow rifes, and then 
E » are 
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5 " are Bom expkrt Darters, and god Bow- 
Men,, fitch as Phitoaetes, Teucer, and 
Alcon 17- «* Golt «r Hffidus, 
with Tome part of Libra, W P tt J* e,, l r ‘"\ 
Laud and 'Five, fit for Bufinefs <tnd 

covetous of Employment: 
honefl to their Country, and Enemies to 
Knaves. 18. The Harp rifiug mtb fom 
part of Li bra, heeds Sontfters and Mufiti- 
ansi finch as affetl to Sing in Company, and 
are always hamming to themfelves. 19-The 
Altar r f.no with the eighth Degree of Scor- 

, FrfeA ~ y if (Walks 

andfuebas take care of and 
, w. Yk Centaur "h 'J 

twelfth Degree of Scorpio, ^ # 
Men, Charioteers, and Farriers. ii.W 
the fifth Decree of Sagittarius, ArSurus 
appears, and breeds JiktUrs of Cuftms 
Freafurers for Kings, or Stewards for 
mate Mens Eftates. ai. With the thirtieth 
Decree of Sagittarius, rfc Swan nfes ; 
Xen are Born all kinds of Fowlers; 

fuck as Teach Birds to /peak, to 
■ (W &c. all their Employments Jbeil l 

' about Birds. »,. WW A t*. £% 
pricon, Ophieuchus, or the Snake-holder a 
(ctb and produceth fuch as are skill dm 
fating poifond Perfons, and fuch as cannil 
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be poifon d themfelvis. .24. With thelajl 
Degrees of Capricorn, //^ Southern Fiili 
fifing, breeds Anglers*, Divers, Fifhersfor 
Pearls, &c. or at leaf . Traders for Fifh 
and Pearls. With fome part of (dnyi ri- 

corn the Harp, (or rather'the Strings of it, 
for of the Shell Manilius tafr already fpoked) 
rifeth, and produceth fubtle Accufers\ Jufii - 
ces that fhalt examine nicely, and determine 
jufily ; or fuch as fhall torture, and force the 
Guilty to Confejjion. % 6 . With forrie ^Degree ' 
of Capricon, the Dolphin rifeth, ahdbreeds 
all forts of Swimmers, fuch as are nimble and 
aflive, andperform fisats of ailivity, either 
in the Water , or on Land. 27. tophehs 
rifing with fome Degree of Aquarius, breeds 
Men of Morofe Tempers, fichas are defigdd 
for Guardians, or Tutors, Tragick,Poet s', and 
fometimes Comedians, Stage-Players, Pan¬ 
tomimes, and all forts of Afters, 28/ With, 
the twelfth Degree of Aquarius, the Eagle' 
rifeth, and breeds Men of the mo(l violent 
Tempers, head-firong, and bloody, greedy of. 
fpoyl, and deflroying every thing that oppo- 
Jeththem ; under’Officers in an Army, and* 
Armor-bearers to a General. 29. Cafliopeia 
rifing with the twentieth Degree of Aquarius, 
breeds Founders in Metals , Goldfmiths, 
Jewellers, &c. 30. With the twelfth De¬ 
ft 3 • gree 
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.ft, of Pifcet, Andromeda rifith, ml 
tree ft Gaolers, 0*1 aUfists <f Exnotjmrs, 
%&' pitilefs an! tlooly■ }*• f ik , h , th ‘ 
Decree of Pifces. the Hof le 
rifeth, a*l keels pong. vigorous, aline 
Men, excellent Horfemen, either for the 
■ Race or War, Farriers, 0*1 Phyfitm. 

With the thirtieth Degree o/ lMcts, 
the kneeling Conffellotion, or Hercules ap¬ 
pears; a*l his Births ore lewd, Treache¬ 
rous Filloins, given to «o uftful Artsy at W 
-pullers a*l Rope-lancers. 31 ' ,■ the 
fie Degree of Pifas, the Whale rifeth, 
anlprolnceth Fifhers r Fifhnongers, makers 
of Salt, See. 34. The Bears- (Mandius 
tells us, what bemoans ly their rfing) are 
jowl with Leo Scorpio, tmlkeedfatb 
as are employ d hi keeling Beofts, and par¬ 
ticularly Bears. 35> There follows a frag¬ 
ment, i* which the Poet Treats of the fever 
ral magnitudes op flees if the Stars, that 
make up the fever,al ConpUatiohs. 

It is contels’d that Manilius (hews, no great, 
exaclneft in the agronomical part of this 
Book, hut the Ajlrobp is perfect and, mj 
for the mofi part it apply '1 to the' mofl cor- 

fed Apopomy. 
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H Ere At the Signs, thofe Paths of yearly The tefn 

light, eft he Fiji 

Weak Minds would Hop; nor dare a far - B ® 9 ^ 
ther flight: 

But through the Planets Orbs would take their 
Courie 

At onefull ftoopfrom Heaven find mm'k their force y 
What Mercury defign’d, what Mars did dare, 

Or Luna thought on in her Gloomy care : 

What Sol would work,how Saturn look’d on Jo:a\ 

And Venus manag’d her Intricgue of Love: 

No farther would their feeble Thoughts alpii e. 

And other Stars bad roul’d unheeded Fire. 

But flnce Pm once on wing, and rais’d on high. 

Pit boldly foar, and compafs all the Sky •, 

I’ll vifit every Star , and ftrive to know 

Their proper Powers, and how they Rule below: 

Avoid no labour, and no toyl refafe, 

Wliilft conftatlt Induflry can aid' my Mufe. 

Here vaft Orion Heaven’s great par t, the Streams, the s* 
Whofe Spacious Windings mix agreeing Beams y tfo™ c<m 
The Hero's Ship which now niidft Stars doth Sail,^ 4 "'^ 
The frightful Centaur, and the gdf>irtg Whale Y 
The Dor,whofe Firdso’re all 1 the Wblld are Could, 

The watchful Keeper of the growing Gold y 
And Heaven’s high stltar grac’f With Gifts invite 
My eager Mufe to take a larger flight. 

There where the Serpent twines betwixt the The No 
Bears tf}trn 9 " 

Where fouls the and ftill minds his Cares ^ tllalms 
Where flow Bootes drives his lingring Teams, 

Or jdriadneh Crovm fpreads HeaVertly Beams: 

E 4 Where 
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Where Perfetts foars with Gorgon's Spoyls above, 
And wsilds liis Fauchion tofecurelus Love; - 
Where wretched Cepheus and his Wtje beliqe 
The fair Andromeda ftill Gyrfe their Pndc •, 

Or where i oppos’d the fcaly Dolphin lies 
To the fwift Shaft ., or where the Eagle flics, 

Or Starry Horfc ftill runs, my Mufe muft move, 
And boldly viiit every Star above. . 

Thcfe I muft Sing, their proper Powers explain, 
How when they rife, how: when they Jet they 
Kci i, n; 

And what Degrees they claim from every Sign, 
And what extend their force, and what.confine: 
For wheathe World was Fram’d, the Mighty Caufc. 
ThefcPowers beftow’d, and did Ena&thefe Laws, 
How Signs ihould fingly work, how Stars agiee, 

And fettled all things by a firm Decree. 

Ir Firft Golden Aries Shines, (who whdft he fwam 
Loll part of’s freight, md gave the So a Name; 
fieilaiioni whofe '2 Skin deftroy’d himfelf, whofe Golden 
rife with Spoyl 

Aueu Forc’t fierce Medea, from her Native Soyl ; 

Then Mamck Arts to Cholcbis Shores comma 
Rrft sMobro a d,and Poyfon fwell'd the Wad:) 
And now as Vftpr o’re the Conquer d Deep 
T:t shi h He keeps hisPoyver,and ftill Commands the Ship , 
For when* the i Northern judder rears its Flame, 
A'ndin the fourth Degree, firft pyns the : 
Who ever’s born, lhall be to Sail meun d, 

He’ll Plow the Ocean, and he’ll tempt the Wind, 
He o’re the Seas lhall Love, or Fam? purfue i 
And other Months, another 4 Phafis view: 

Fixt to the Rudder, he lhall boldly Steer, 

And pals thofe Rocks which s Ttphys us d to to 
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Had no filch Births been bom 7 Vo/S Walls had 
flood, ., 

Ho f Wind-bound Navy, bought a Galp with 
Blood \ 

No 7 Xerxes Perfia o’re the Ocean roul’d. 

Dug a new Sea, nor yet confin’d an old. 

Ho Athens funk by 8 Syracufian Shores, 

Nor Lyhiah Seas been choakt with Puniek Oars, r 
Nor had the World in doubt at Attiumfi ood, • 

Nor 9 Heaven’s great Fortune floated on the Flood: 

Such Births as thefe their hopes to Seas refign, 

Ships fpread their Sails, and diftant Nations joyn, 

The World divided, mutual Wants invite 
To.clofe again y and Friendly Ships unite. 

But when Orion on the left doth rife, . In * 

Orion io the large Portion ofthe^Skies y iim ' 

At whofe appearance Day the Night invades, 

And frighted Darknefs folds her Gloomy Shades :■ 

One fit for Bufinefs, quick of Mipd is wrought, 

Of Body nimble, and of Adtivq Thought: 

As if he were the 11 People , all the Town 
He lhall inhabit, every Houfe his own: 

And one Salute, when 13 Morning peeps, extend 
Through every Street, to All a Common Friend, 

But when the Jfaw firft Ihews-thrice five De- 

^ , 

The Driver rears his Chariot from the Seas; chu«?I^ 
And climbs that Steep, whence bluftenng Boreas tht DrJwr . 

flis North-Eaft Blafts, and fhakes their freezing 
Wings. 

He keeps his old Concern, and thence beftows . 

Thofe various Arts which here on Earth he chole. 


. MtV. 

** To drive tte H Chariot, to dlrcft the Courfc, 

And hang with forward Lafhes on.the Horle j 
S dirW now trte 41 «taWy round, 
Sr p thTwinJ, nor wife the dully Ground ; 
nfrlSs athwart, and force the reft to yield, 
DUperfe tht Orowd, and 
Andtho’oucfltipt, yet 

Rnt drive oft Hope. and leave behma 

Or midft the H?ce from -4 Hbffe to Horfe to 

• snorttfro their Bhdts, andfirthedangeromllep: 
tv finely mounted' break the Foaming Jaws, 
Thmwlwell the DM, and force' * )«ft applaufe. 

Hefell, andbyhisfad Ernmjjldtovd 

y&x zskf* 

SSSgfessr't 
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No temperate Srtpi# s, whofe obliging Charms 
The Spaniards Conquer’d,and excelPd their Arms: 

Too great a work for them, their Rays xnipire * 

Soft I//itC} then heat that Ltyve to fierce Defire : 

StiH urging pn, they boyl that Lufi to Rage. 

And not Courage , make the Youth engage: 

By Death bafe Pleafure is ignobly bought, 

And the d/«/ort«M^hightned by the Fault : 

By them are fome to keeping Goats inclin’d. 

The Kids being always mindful of their Kind: 

Thence Gbatherds rife., whofe Pipes in every Vale 
Soft Love infpire, and tell the moving Tale. 

But when the Ram hath doubled Teh, Degrees vt 
A nd joyn’d feven more, then rife the modes y ’*** Hya- 
Whofe Births delight in Tumults, hate fofc Peace, dcs * 
Seditions leek, and live averfe to Eafe: 

The Desks the »7 Gracchi, Souldiers crowd the 
Town 

They love to fee, and fcorn the peaceful Gown, 

They feek Contention, and when none appears 
They heighten Jealoufies, and nourifh Fears. 

Or meanly bent, they o’re the fruitful Plain 
Their Cartel feed, or drive the la2y Wain: 

Such Minds thefegive, fuch Tempersthefebeftow, 

Curft Inflbence! rais’d. toOr high, or bent too low. 

But when the Ram hath trebled Ten Degrees, vii. 
Shines all above, excluded all from Seas V the Goat, 
The Goat (whole Bruitifh Dugs did once improve 
The mighty Babe, and nurft the growing, >z/e y 
Who gave him ftrength to Thunder) firit appears. 

Breeds timorous Births, and fills their BreaSs with 
Fears. 

On flight Occafions, they with Doubts are Curft, 
Sufpicious, jealous, fearing ftill the worft. 


Or 
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Or Travellers bent op foreign LanAs.they breed; 
Thus o’re the Rocks Goaf s Wander as they teed ; 
Now feek this Plain, and then as faft P'tfj® C»®w- 
What tempts their fight, leaveold, and (eize the 
Thus far the tfa/w’i concern’d^ and next the Bull 
Joyns other Stars, and, varies in its Rule . 

For mounting upward in his backward rife 
When Six Degrees appear,, and grace the Skies, 

■ He fhews the Pleiades : Whofe Rays mcline 
To Joys of fenus, and the Charms of Wine- 
Feafts their delight, where witty biting Drolls 
Raife Mirth,' and Health fwiras round m flowing 

Such arShefe Stars gay Births j their Face, their 

_ p V * . 

They chiefly mind, and ’tis their workto pleafe- 
Offended with their Sex their Manly flwr. 
With Pumice kill, and Curie thofe 
Female .they feem i now borrow d Curls mult 


Their Heads,, and Love mult play m every Maze 

Now Gems muft bind them up, now loo^ bebmd 

Their Lock* mult flow, and wanton in the Wmd. 

Affedted in'their Gate,, grow Fops by Rule, 

Yet high'Ambition, and J Third toplearc 
, /The Narhfe bf Verturi.to.Vers the Difeafe .) 

STteS*’ Breafts; ,nov from their Sonjste- 

They^would 1 not only but would .be known 

IX. Th?&fi>c«ed,^whenthc^nttDe- 
What Con- Sw j ms r ifing o’re the Surface of the Sea , <4 

flotations ' ■■ 

rife with ■ 1 - 1 

fir Twin*. 
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The Hare appears, whofe active Rays fuppjy the Hare. 
A nimble force, and hardly Wings deny : 

The Wbirlbats felling Blow they nimbly fhun; 

And win the Race, e’re they begin to run. 

Let Feafts unbend the Clowns, let Labour yield 
To Sport and Mirth, and Paftime Crown the 
Field; • 

None give lo fure* and none avoid the Fall 
So well; or catch and turn the flying Ball. 

To vigorous ftroak their active Arms command, 

Or with their Foot fupply the place of Hand. 

Or when in Sport they fhdll the * 8 Balls divide 
Frorii Hand to Hand* arid tofs on every fide 
Now throw the flying Globes, and now retain* 

Or play them back upon themfelves again: 

Now back* now forward, round* and every way^J 
O’re all their Limbs the adiive Balls lhall play, 

As taught to know their meaning, and obey. 

Whilft Crowds admire, and think the conftant 
Of Art effedfc what is the work of Stars. (cares 
Wak’t whilft afleep, they tame by adtive Plea- 
flire 


Their growing Troubles, and Sports employ their 
leifure. 


Thus thofe agree. Arid next my Songs com- x. 

prile What Con 

Stars near the Crab, with whom the AJJes rile : 

Then Births appear,whole Skill infeftsthe Woods, cincer. 
Lay Snares for Beafts * nor do they fpare the The Artis. 
Floods: 

On all they Prey, they boldly featch the Caves j 
Nor are the Filh fecure in deepeft Waves: 

Then »9 Meleager rofe, whofe fatal Brand, 

And Life too wafted in his Mother’s Hand * 

Unhappy 
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Unhappy Noble Youth ! who muft attone 
Hcrwretchad Brothers Slaughter by-thy own ! 

Half butY^d whilft alive! Whom Love betray d 
To give the fieroh Honors to the Maid , 

To rob thy jealous Uncles 6f their Fame, 

And by their Death fe^re ^ Beauty sekm. 

Then jitalatite rofe, who ptelt for Fame 
Through thickeft Woods, hud fewand overcame^ 
Her Dart firft reacht the Boar, arid wan thePriz , 
She Conquer’d with her Arrow, and her Eyes i 
The Monller groan’d and 
As much difquiet, dnd as deep a Wound; 

Some pitch ftrong Nets, and forae the Woods 

Withwfwof Death, or flip the faithful Hound: 
Some dig the treacherous Pits, fome fprfead the 

Or hSwVth Sprats, and Grace their Honfe with 

Another puts to Sea, infeits the Lattes, 

Draws monftrous Fiflyand ftarts at what he Takes. 
Whilft fome through Nets the wandrmg Water » 

Their Game they folltiw thro’the pathlefs Main, V 
Where.no, Scent lies, yet feldom Hunt: m vain./ 
As if the Earth were not profufely ftor d, } 
They fly to Setts, they fearch what Floods afford, C 
AndJ Vereus firom his Waves fuppUes the Glut-^ 

J£ 0B Bufwhe^Crab hath doubled Tin Degrees, 

^ reardfcven morc * ^ right Pro<yon leaves thQ 

His Influence mean j fcut tho’ his feeble Flame ^ 
No Hunters breeds, yee it fupports the Game.-^ 
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Inclines to Weave ftrong Nets,to Train the Hound, 

To know the Breed, and to improve the Sound. 

To ihave the Spear, and follow every Trade, , 

That Love of Sport, and Hope of Gain perfuade. 

But when the Lion's gaping Jaws afpire, xir. 

The Dog appears, apd foams unruly Ffee, Wto 

In Caves fcprcht Neptune mourns contracted 

Floods, tfie IMso* 

Herbs dye. and Beauteous Greennefs leaves the lit pm 
Woods*, Do*. 

To other Climates Beafts and Birds retire, 

And Feverifl* Nature burns in her own Fire. 

So yaft the Heat, fuch Flames increafe die Sun, 

As if all Heaven’s great Fires were joyn’d in one. 

Air’s turn’d to Dull, the Earth’s low Entrails 
And dying Nature fears one common Urn. (burn. 

When this appears, his riling Beams preflige 
Ungovern’d Fury, and unruly Rage; 

A flaming Anger, univerfal Hate 

With Jealoufte make up his Births unhappy Fate: 

Each little Caufe doth marching Thoughts inipire. 

Their Soul’s inflam’d, and Words break out in 
Fire: 

Yet crowd fo faft, they juftle as they rife. 

And, part flies out in Sparkles through their Eyes* 

Tiieir Tongue’s on Foam, and with their Teeth 
they break 

Their Words, and Bari when they deiignto Speak. 

Befides, excels in Wine inflames their Fire, 

And Bacchus makes their Fury blaze the higher. 

They fear no Rocks, nor Woods,butlove to Gore 
The furious Lion, and the Foaming Hoar, 
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4 They dread no Beate,but with Wind Warmth en- 

And ttftltelr natural lkrcngth lnfufe their Raw: 
KTnv ie !** ffranne that froiti his Beams fliould rife 
J for above through yielding Skies 

A vtl tXace he cuts his forious way, 
AYerfeto P , intent upon his Prey. 

xm . Att ^S“;indwith P his left the M 




r^iWjTuj 


nf*l It liitfiiliM 


wMmm. 

Uf^ainuuprordr^g ways tha^Art h^hfought, 

C fJS Cares, and all their Wilhes drown ; 
They* largely Ml’enioy their Fnuts^nor rparc 

H , \ftWs 1 tt«;tat n S I ftill force them oh; 
The, ? U Flow the Ocean, and forfake their Fields 
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Till toft by Storms, they midft the Waves refigrt 
Their baffled Hopes: Arid thus the Bowl inclines; 

Next Shines the Maid, and when the Maid #iv. 
afcends Whatccti* 

Thrice Five Degrees, the, glorious Crown attends. 

The Crow, fince fhefeut firft his Faith betrayed, Virgo* 
The M 6 nument of the forlakeri Maid: TheCrMi 

They give Soft Arts, for here the Virgin Shines,'} 

And there the Virgin’s Grown, and each com- C 
bines C 

Soft Beams agreeing in the fameDefigns. J 
Births influenc’d then fhall raife fine Beds of 
Flowers, 

Arid twine their creeping Jafmirie roufid their 
Bowers ; 

the Lillies, Violets in Banks difpofe, 

The Purple Poppy, and the blulhing Role: 

For Pleamre Blades their riling Mounts fhall yield*. 

And real Figures paint the gawdy Field: 

Or they fhall wreath their Flowers, their Sweets 
entwine, 

To Grace their Miftrefs, or to Crowtt their Wine 3 
The Odors fair Arabia 's Groves difpenfe 
Sovereign for Health* or grateful to the Senfe* 

Shall bath theft Wreaths; for when the Sweets ih 
The new Adultery heightens the delight; (nite, 

Befides they’ll ftudy Neatnefs, learn to drefs. 

Affected grow, and think it Art to pleafe : 

The prefent Pleafures Court, and gay defires; 

For this the Virgin’s Age* and this the Crovyn re¬ 
quires* 

When with her Tenth Degree, the Sheaf ap- 
pears* 

Shews her full Corn, and fhakes her loaderi Ears: 

F . The 
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‘ n b.». g. <s sc,;:, 

WK&^trsSiw 

In d,atthe Co™ l.es6fe to c ^ ra . n . 

A proper ciidcrcn . only known, 

How Weft the Woild, Wt™ ^ alone! 

Had Odd lam hid, .u could Want foffice, 

Then Men were rich,when mey com 

Alone, thole At 5 f or Common good 

Which S* e M G 33 Bake and wm-k it up to Food. 
Grind, Mould, an > . Southern Skies 

3tvl. Now !^5 h b SS^ t 5 rife: 
W" c ‘ n * with S Eigktl Degr ti Arts bc . 

Sfsr otow, 

Or Ring the Bullet; from the lofty Clouds 
The fatal force of the unemnb St^.^ bdoW 

tgffigSStte* 

"•jssi ts;, ■ > .i».» * 

TwiXond his Child, aod S»ckt the Bleed!.; 


Prey > 


Vcntur’i 
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Ventur’d to Ihoot: The pious Arrow fled 
As fent by Fate, and pierc’d the Dragon’s Head: 

To be a Father then was Art ? and Love 
By Stars unaided, had but vautly ftrove; 

They drew the Bow, reftor’d the flying Breath 
To the loft Boy,and wak’dthe Youth from Death. 

But when the heedlefs Goat =>4 Exalts his Beard, xvir. 
Alone, as ftragling from the other Herd ; T/v Goat * 
Then Tempers quick, and piercing .Minds are 
wrought, 

With Cares unweary’d, and of adive Thought: ;; -v 

They fcorn that Reft, which private Minds enjoy, 

But fawn upon the Crowd, and Court Employ j 
That’s their delight, and they’re enlarg’d by Fate 
To ferve the Many, and be Slaves of State. 

Whilft they furvive, fmooth Knaves (hall fear to 
Cheat 

In hopes of fcapeing, or of grownig Great j 
They fliall efpoufe their injur’d Country’s Caufe, 

And be fevere, yet not exceed the Laws; 

Itnprifbn Cheats, or clfe with rigorous Fines 
Break their Eftatcs, and curb their lewd Defigns< 
i Happy this Temper, would they (till purfiie 
Thefe ufeful Pleafures, ahd afted the True \ 

But they’ll from Bufinefs, and from Court retire, 

(Loofe are their Words, and loofer their Delire j) 

Lewd Love and Wine indulge, and waft their Age 
In Mimick Dancing, or affed the Stage. 

Next /hines the Harp , and through the Liquid xvnf. 
The Shell as lighted, firft begins no rife j (Skies Tlie Har P* 
This when fweet Orpheus ftruck, to liftning Rocks , 

He Senfes gave, and Ears to wither’d Oaks j 

F i Parch’d 
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parch’d Pl««’s »5 Checks grew moift, and Deolb 

W ith n voke 5 Their Hands Ihall ftrikc the fpeak- 
. ln ,? r Hcafts they ihall the Guqfts delight 

Their Mournful Laps,Ihall give 
Low Murmurs Ihall employ their watbling l ongue, 

And their own Ears Ihall h Kig%L te 
xix. Below fierce Scorpto, wheia his g - # 8 

What Con- i nnears the Altar nfeth from the bea • , 

JjetS' NoLightning arm’d Jove's Hand, no Thn 

Scorpio. . toard . ■ , and . ador’d ; 

Tit Al«r. Till here as Frie J'^^ m rf cd clouds did fwell 
'Then Powers unknown aiiutcQ, 

^SgtSSSw* 

That Hymnin Holy’Qhircs, toow f* 

xx . Al \Vith°Twclve £g£ t*&«••* Form * 
■ r " 
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Or he Ihall ftudy what Difeafe infefts. 

And Eafe apply to uncomplaining Beafts ; 

Or he Ihall keep them found, his Art be mown 
In fore Prevention, nor expett a Groan. 

Next Sagittarius mounts with threatning Bow, 
Whofe Fifth Degree doth bright Artturus ftow : 
And he that then is born fhall ne*re be Poor, ,, 

To him rich Fortune Ihall entruft her Store ; si 

King’s Treafures he fiiall keep,, and Reign alone, ui 
Whilft thofe fit only higher in the Throne: 1 

Or if a Private Houfc confine his Care, 

Bleft he (hall live, and fee the thriving Heir 
In Wealth increaft; Or he Ihall ftill defend 
The People’s Right, and be a Common Friend. 

But when this Centaur hath advanc’d his Fire 
Thrice Ten Degrees and (hews his Horfe entire; * 
The Swan difplays his Wings ; And then by Fate 
The Birds for an Enployment, and Ejlate 
Are given to every Birth : Nor can the Skies 
Make better claim to every Fowl that flies; 

And hence to feize their own, they oft declare 
Againft the Sky it felf an open War; 

They take them flying, or they fet their ToyL ^ 

On Boughs or Fields, and catch the Feather d 

Sometunesbeliegc theirNeftswich treach’rousReed, 
Or draw the Net, and take them whilft they feed. 
Thus Luxury toyls; bold Luxury ventures rar 
To Foreign. Lands, and Travels more than War. 
Numidia’s Plains, and Cholcos Woods afford 
Delicious Tribute to the Glutton’s Board. 

Or Nature’s ftubborn Laws their Art (hall bleak, 

Enlarge Converfe, and teach the Birds to fpeak. 
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The a< 5 Swan ftill Ihrouds a God, ’tis more than 
The Feather’d part confines a noble Soul ; (Fowl, 
And when cold Death comes on, the God dilates 
His Powers, and foftiy murmurs o’re his Fates. 

Or they on Doves (hall all their Cares employ. 

To make them Thrive, or teach them to decoy. 

Or carry Meflages; the Birds convey 
Their Mailers Orders, nor iniltake their way: 
They know this Star, and they this Influence own, 
Who carry fpovtive Birds about the Fown ; 

Who with one Syarmv wretched Life maintain; 
Thcfc arc his Powers, and thus inclines the Swan. 
XX ill. When Opbieucbus mounts, and jdyns the Goat, 

I t'nb Ca- Thofe that are born lliall live an A ntidote 
prico.-n -p 0 ftrongeft Poyfoiv, they may fuely take 
rl l e . ,h The frightful Serpent, and the Venom’d Snake 
phieuchiis. Inw th ^ Bofom . whil(l the Coulter’s Cling 

About their Bodies kils their fierceft Sting. 

XXiv. When the South Fijh cloth leave the Floods, and 
Tv-e Sontb To Airy Seats, and fwims in Liquid Skies •, 0 >ie 
y * ! L Thofe that are born in every Shore IhalLlay 

Their Lines and Hooks,and catch the hanging Prey; 
No Filh in their own Shells (hall fiafely live 
By Nature fortify’d, whilft thefie can dive, 

All Ml be dar’d ; and they immerft /ball rove 

Thro’Depths, defpair’d, and loll to thofie above; 
Till with their dancing Prey they mount again; 
So fiinall is the reward of all this Pain! 

Or Filh for Pearls, for Azmice cheats the Mina 
By valuing Things not for their Worth , but 
Vile Shells, which Nature mldlhlfie Floods hath 

A (hom’d of the mean work that Ihe hath made> efl 


7 l 
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When drawn up hither equal Provinces; 

Nor can the Land now bear the Riches of the Setff: 
Such are the Tempers, and Succefis that waits 
On thefe Stars Influence,and compleats their Fates. 

Or free from danger they incline to gain 
By Merchandife, what others get by Pain. 

Before I fungthc Harp's Commanding Powers, 
And taught the Influence of its fatal Hours; 

Back to the fame my Mufie doth now retire, 

Pleas’d with the founding Vertues of the Lyre: 

For when its gay Harmonious Strings appear. 

Let Sin grow Pale, and Villains learn to feai : 

For fubtle Judges, whofe Demands (hall draw 
Pale fculking Guilt within the reach of Law, 

Shall then be born; or elfe the Births Ihalldaic^ 
To ferew the Rack, and make the Wretch lus l 
Sin declare; \ 

Steel’d againft: Pity, and averfe to fpare. J 
All Pains inflid, be Cruel without Hate, 

And make Hern Juftice wield the Sword of Fate: 
Or if foft Methods can prevail, the Caufe 
They gravely (hall determine by the Laws: 

As Wifdom gave the Sentence, Strife (hall ceaie. 
Both (ides be pleas’d, at leafl: confent to Peace. 

But when the Dolphin’s Fires begin to rile 
With Stars like Scales, and fwim in Liquid Skies; 
It (hall be doubtful which lhall molt Command 


xxv. 
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Strings -if 
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The Dol¬ 
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The Inclination for the Sea oxLand : 


Both (hall confpire, and in one Mafs combind. 
Now this way draw, now that way force the 

Mind: ... 

For as the Dolphin mounts, now dives again. 

Now turns, now leaps, and figures all the Mam : 

F 4 5,0 
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7 * * Sothofethat (hall be born fhall now divide (Tide j 
With wide ftretcht Arras, and beat the fwelling 
Now thruft them downward, and with fecret Oars 
Their Bodies row, an d vifit Foreign Snores ; 

• Now tread the Water, with their Feet maintain 
Thcmfelves Ereft, and wade the deepeft Main, 

As t’were a ihallow ; like the firmeft Field, 

The Floods fhall bear them, and refufe to yield: 
Now on their Backs or Sides fccurely keep 
One coqftant place, and lie upon the Deep : 

No Oar to Boy thepi up * bat Floods forget 
Their natural yielding, and fuftain the Waght: 

Or they fhall dive, through boundlefs Oceans go, 
And vifit JNfemw, and the Nymphs below ; 

Or take up Shipwracks, Merchants Spoils yeftore, 
And rob the greedy Ocean of its Oar. 

Tothefe joynthofe, who from an 27 Engine toft 
Piercethrough the Air, and in the Clouds are loft; 
Or poize on Timber, where by turns they life 
And fink, and mount each other to the: Skies: * 
Or leap through Fire, and fall on hardeft Giound 
As onToft Seas, unhurt, and fafe from Wound. 
Tho’ void of Wings, their Bodies boldly rear, 
And imitate their Dolphin in the Ain 
Or if they want the skill, yet Nature s part 
• Perform’d, they (hallbe nimhlc without Art: 
Not run, but rather fly, be f w»fdy horn 
O’rc Fields of Wheat, nor bend theftandmgCorn. 
tfXVir. When with Aquarius Cepheus mounts, requite 
Mwcon- No fportivc Tempers from fo grave a Fire: 
piiMknt Rllt fiifr morofe, fevere, affected Fools, 
rife »i>b with Looks as ftarcht, and heavy as their Souls. 
S'm.' Whofe Guardian-s roughnefs, or an Uncles forts 

' ! W prate, yd in Cato's Sentences Difcourfe: 

J * 
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Defign’d for Tutors, whom the noble Heir, 

Altho’ he keeps them, fhall be forc’d to fear; 

Shrink at their Nods, and of their Looks afraid, 
Worfhip th’ Imperious Idol he hath made. 

Or Tragick Poets Thofe whofe Style mult flay 
In Paper, and be Barbarous in a Play : 

Who muft kill Heroes to-delight the Crowd, 

And feek to pleafe with Horror, and with Blood: 
Antigone 28 muft fall the Tyrant’s Spoil, 

And Brothers difagree upon their Pile: 

Thyepcs eat his Babes, the Sun retire, 

And jealous Rage the mad Medea Fire; 

Her Father, Brother, Sons muft Murder’d lie, 

Whilft Dragons bear her through the Guilty Sky: 

Or fhe muft Youth renew; fuch Themes as thefe 
Shall raife their Thoughts, and make them ftrive 
to pleafe. 

But then if fofter Themes their Fancies move 
In Comedy , the heated Youth fhall Love ; 

The Maid be jtoln, the witty Slave defeat 
The covetous Father, and enjoy the Cheat. 

Thus fam’d 29 Menander in immortal Rhymes 
Expofeth Humour and inftruds the Times; 

Nature to him her Parts might fafely trult, 

His Words expreflive, and his Thoughts were juft; 

And When he copy’d her, fhe hardly knew 
Her own Original; he wrought fb true. 

But if unequal to a Poet’s Rage 
They cannot Write, yet they fhallJferve the Stage. 
Their graceful adtion and their voice fhall taife 
The native value of another’s Plays; 

The School’s Simplicity, the Court’s Addrefs, 

The Souldier’s Huff fo decently exprefs; 

As 
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As if they atted not another’s part* 

And all was Ample Nature, and not Ait. 

In one fhort view they lhall prefent to fight . 
Whole Crowds, make Kings engage, and Armies 
Before the pleas’d Speftators Troy lhall lye (fight. 

In ruins, and the wretched Prim dye. 

But now the Eagle mull: my Songs employ, 

He fliines upon the left hand of the Boy, 

Whom fir/from Earth he did to Skies convey, 
MdTow with wide ftretchtWings hovers o’re his 

ThisBird, the Armour-bearer of the Skies, 1 
Brings back thrown Thunder, Jove with Arms ( 

And^with the Youth's twelfth part begins to rife, i 
And to Ml fpving a vjolen.• —« 
Eager to rob, and purchalc Spot with Bloo“ 

On Men and Bealls with equal Lull to 'eiw 
Nor make a difference between War and Peace. 
Their Friends and Enemies alike they awe, ? 
Thev cverv thing to wild contention draw, r 
Thcu-WilUhcii Rnlcr^nd theirSword their Uw. J 
But if their Violence aright they place ,, 

Their Vice turns Vertue^ conquer d Spoils lhall 

Their Spy Country *, when in Arms they dare, 
Ws fhSl wait, and Victory crown their War. 
But fincc the Eagle is employ’d above 
Not to throw Thunder, but to wait on Jove , 
And bring him Arms, they hope in vain to bearO 
The highlit Office, and Command in War; £ 
They mull be meaner, equal to their Star. J 
Wail on a General, bear his ponderous Shield 
And ferve him bravely in the dangerous Fmld 
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When mourning Caftopeia , grac’d with Stars, 

Upon the left hand of the Youth appears, 1 w * 

And joins twice ten Degrees, her Beams impart 
In Metals skill, and fill the Births with Art: 

The precious Matter they fliall nobly mold, 

And raife the native value of the Gold , 

Hence fhine our Temples, and our Roman Jove 
Fills here a Heaven as bright as that above; 

Happy this Art employ’d on things Divine, 

To frame a Statue, or adorn a Shrine •, 

But now how low her Head file ftrives to hide, 

Whilfl: chain’d to Luxury, and a Slave to pride 
Now precious Metals common Roofs enfold. 

Rival the Temples, and we feaft in Gold. 

But great Augujlus doth its ftate maintain. 

Shews its old worth, and makes it rife again j 
His Temples lhine, and now fiich Works are 
wrought 

As Mitbridates loft when Sylla fought •, 

The Sun’s outfhone, and Cafar's glorious Gems 
Excel the native luftre of his Beams: . , 

And hence with joy we view that wondrous Prize, 

The Monuments of 3 ° Pompef s Viftoriesj _ 

Though thofe did firft a Luft for Gems infpire. 

Which ftill burns new,and fpreads a growing fire} 

The Ornaments of Kings now ferve to grace 
A fiiape, and raife the value of a Face * 

Now Neck,Feet, Hands are deckt,and every Drcfs 
Shines with the Spoils of groaning Provinces * < 

Yet ’tis the Ladies Sign, their wants fupply d 
Advance its worth, they love what decks their 
Pride »* 

Left want of Matter fliould the Work reftrain, 

The Art grow idle, and the Sign bejgin, 
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By the fame Powers are wretched Men decoy’d 
To die for Oar, and work to be employ d, 

To turn theGlobe tofearch where Metals breed, 

And fee voung Gold firft bluftnng m its Seed, 

Harmlefs ft Ues,’till the miftaken worth 

Deludes poor Man, and brings the Monfter forth. 
And left Temptations too obfcure (hould lye. 

Too far remov’d trom eyery common Eye, 

M^t with the Sands they ihine on every Shore, 
Thefe he fhall gather, and cxtraA the Oai, 

Dr dive for lewels, and, intent on Gam, . 
pierce thrc>theFloods,and fearch thedeepelLMam; 
SSw Gold and Silver from the Waves embrace. 
And work them fingly, and adorn the Mafs, 

Or in Elettrutn both ignobly join : . 

Theft: arc the Powers and Tempers of this Sign. 

Nett Ihines Andromeda, flic leaves the Sea, 

A i ‘ .u. night joins Pifccs twelfth Degree. 

' Bright^(he appears, and gay with fparkling Fires, 
As when yming Ftrfiut firft felt warm defires. 
Unhappy Maid! expos’d to rage Divine, 

* * r 3 1ilia victim for her Mother s Sin : 
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Hence fly my Mufe, and on the naked Shore 
Leave the poor Maid, and dare to look no more ; 
’Twill melt thy Song to turn again to view. 

The weeping Parents bid their laft adieu ; 

To fee her letter’d, and expos’d to pain, 

Defign’d by Nature for another Chain: 

To fee her hang on Rocks, and by her fide 
Grim Death appear, and point to the fwoln Tide. 

Yet turn, and view how fhe her Shape retains, 

How fair fhe looks, and glorious in her Chains: 

With what becoming fear her flowing Veft 
Forfakes her Limbs, and leaves her naked Breaft: 
What hidden Beauties are expos’d to fight, 

Like Lightning glare, but muft be loft in night. 

By her the Halcyons mourn’d, and round the Coaft, 
That fo much Beauty fhould in vain be loft, 

The Nymphs repin’d ; and Nereis from the Deep 
Bewail’d her Fate, and did confent to weep: 

The gentle Breeze that fann’d her golden Locks, 
Turn’d into Sighs , and murmur’d to the Rocks: 

All Nature feem’d concern’d, defpairing Grief 
Was general, but too weak to yield relief. 

Then Perfeus , glorious with the Gorgon's Spoil, 

By Love diredted to a nobler Toil, 

Kind Fortune brought ; and at the wondrous fight 
He checkt his Horfi , and ftopt his airy flight; 

His Hand fcarce held his Spoil, Medufa’ s Eyes 
He bore, but now grew ftifF at this furprife; 

The Chains that held her, and the burth’ned Stone 
He happy call’d, and envy'd joys unknown. 

Amaz’d a while he hung, her Form fhrvey’d, 

Then heard the Story from the weeping Maid; 
Streightin his Breaft high generous thoughts were 
To fpoil the Ocean to adorn his Bed & (bred, 
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And rtiould a thoufand frightful O'or^;ri fey 
fie would oppofe them for fo vaft a Puze • 

Hxt on thefe Thoughts he leaves the mournful 

Her cheats, 

Was granted foon, and nobler warmth mfpir’d. 
Back he returns: Now teeming Seas did roaj, 
w fSthe Manlier, and o’refiow’d the Shovc^ 

%& d M f rA f Js&r ’ 

Date btokc: 

S- „UHina Tail o’re half the Main was fpvead. 
His winding l o n rks fear’d and Mountains 
The Ocean groan d, Rocks rear u, “ 

? e ^ : »» _; j i t-houeh fuch an Aid was near, 
WhaMlnd^tow furptisM with for? 

Rfssssass- 

SH^siS* 8 ” 

A i&^SS&Akldpfeends -dhid^ 

^xi;r«'S’**r A r 

Hangs in the Sky, and aims a furer Blow . 

Se prcfc on, -.^^'^StTwo’und. 
Ttaiwlfe sis to Heaven, touts 

At his high**, and drmnt him m the Cloud, - 
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The Maid beheld this Fight, and, grateful grown, 
Fear’d for his danger, but forgot her.pwn; 
Doubtful which way the various Fate, inclin’d, 

In Body lefs fufpended than in Mind .\ 

Her doubt not long; for now Succefs did prove 
The great advantage, and the force.of Love }. , 
The Monjlcr groan’d, and from his Wounds, there 
flow’d - 1 ■ i 

A mighty Stream,and ftain’d the Seas with Blood. 
Down deep he finks, but foon he floats again, 

And his vail Carcafs covers all the Main 
Breathlefs he lay, yet then his fhape did fright} 
Tho dead, he was too dreadful for her fight. 
Now big with Conqueft, from the cleanfing Flood 
Bright Perfeus rofe, and more Auguft he ftood i 
Then to the Rocks with eager hafte he flies, 
Unbinds the Virgin, and enjoys the Prize. 

And hence Andwneda now fliines a Star, 

The Caufe, and the Reward of fuch a War, 

As freed the Ocean , and reftor’d the Main 
To Neptune's fway, and fixt him in his Reign. 

And he that fees her rifing Beams, (hall draw 
The Sword of Jufticc , and fhall finite by Law j 
Dungeons (hall be, and Whips and Racks his care, 
Steel’d againfb Pity, and averfe to fpare. 

At his fternfeet (hall wretched Wives complain, 
And weeping Mothers tell their grief in vain: 
Though late at night to kifs a parting Son, 

And draw his flying Soul into his own? 

A Father fues, in unrelenting Ears 
His Prayers are loft, nor fhall he yield to Tears. 
Or lean pale Hangmen ihall her Beams create, 
Thofe folemn Murderers and Slaves to Fate: ^ ^ 
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^“-viStr ns - 

fsils^ 

2 aSittl boldly dare 
SIXaL. and lead the Crmi to War: 
Ordfcband move 

With greater jwiftncfs tj»n a flying j f . 

Send both w. h h‘r AdV « t,| th 

XXXI t. a \ 

Tt* Jw h ^appea« ^^Xn, 

83& &Ty’re fSXJ mifchief fpoil ^-'. 

They <«* 

HSSSft-** 

»T^Tdlr&ea pnrfl^ 
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With eager halle, as thro’ the injur’d Flood 
The fair Andromeda, and ftill thirffs for Blood. 

And He that then is born (hall be inclin’d 
To fpoil the Sea, and kill the ■Sta/y Kind, 

No Fifh fhall fwira fecure whiilf Nets can fweep 
The troubled Ocean, and confine the Deep: 

Thofc that but now could wanton or’e the Main 
Shall lye fall bound, and wonder at their chain j 
Till with a touch He fhall the Cords command. 

And draw the Dancing Captives to the Land. 

Or whilfl He Ihoals expe&s e’en midlb the Flood 
Delbroy, and ftain the Ocean with their Blood. 

Yet then his works not ccafe, or pains decay, 

His various Arts encrealing with his prey : 

For on the Shore He fhall his fpoil divide 
For different ufes. This when lightly dry’d 
Is better Meat i and that when moilt is good, 

Whillt other parts are hardned into Food. 

Could Gluttons fee, they would not bear the light 
Of preparations for their Appetite, 

Whilll Blood and Guts in a polluted Mafs 
Lye niixt, and are corrupted into Sauce j 
Till all in filthy Gore dillils to treat 
'flic fafliionable Palate of the Great. 

Or if to meaner Arts his Thoughts encline. 

Then Salt's his care \ he fhall the Floods confine 
In narrow Pitts, and to the Beams expofe. 

Till what was liquid now a folid grows. 

Then lay the crulbed froth with careful hand 
In heap?, and clcanfe it, and divide the Sand. 

And thus the brackifl) and.unwholcfom Flood 
Proves vital Salt, and PoyfoiPs turn’d to Food.. 

G The 
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cr tr^r appcats ’ 

i he tirjt w‘ui ^ i fi-iendlv to their kind. 

WU VffhVthen are bovnto Beafis fhall bear 

“. aXb%= them b/theic Cate •, 

S uw to Lieut, with a P anth Sf,?}. a ?* 

Teach Tls«‘■£**> g’)'them” Arts Unknown, 

sisssr- 

BSSSSSg:- 

tk. third fix’d Stars the Pltia^s form do grace, 
The, mine 
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When great Orion from the Skies retires, 

Plunges in Waves, and quenches his bright’Fircs j 
Or when gay JPhebus doth hisfwayrcfign 
To (hades, then They have a (hort leave to (hine. 
Then Heaven with little Lights is fpanglcd o’re. 
That not the Sand upon the crooked Shcrrc, 

That not the Billows in Tempefhions Floods, 

That notthe leaves when j4utu»m (hakes theWoods, 
Can equal the grert Train j they all furmount, 

E’en Number is too fliort for the account. 

And as in Cities, where in ranks decreed 
FirIH? Nobles go, and then the Knights fuccced, 
The next in order may the People claim; 

The Rabble next, a Croud without a Name: 

So is the Heaven by different ranks pofleft \ 

Some likcthe7VoW« with more rays are dreft, 

Some (bine with lefs, the numerous crowd with 
lead: 

Were thefe endow’d with a proportion’d bear, 
Were they in Power, as they’re in number great; 
They long ago mud have diflolvM the Frame, 

Nor could the world have born fo fierce a Flame, 


The End of the fifth Book , 
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j j..mmmCeleriqtie Setgitt# 

De '! h r 

We may rca( V. terprett h e words,not as others 
do * Tfc Z>ofeW» featJoppofite to the Arrow : But 

fetch tto Golden Fleece carried away Meit» the 
Ki " 6 \te two Rudders, a Northern, and 

nS rA r ^ d ofW. wllith ' r W m with tl,C 

^^"•Tvch h^the Pilot to the Argonauts, who in his 
Voyag^ftecr’d thro’ the dangerous moving Rocks 

tailed the , wincl .bound till 

If 4e2 C was sScet Jnd Jppeafed the anger of 

in his Obfervations on Caw/te, 

R«£—horlXherrfofe proper for the Po- 
T Th» *“*» dug a new Channel, and made. 

J- m was that of the near 
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which brought the Athenians very low: fuch were 
thofe of the Carthaginians by the Romans; And 
that of Antony by Auguftus near Allium. 

p. HcaVens great Fortune ; B?caufe the Conque- 
rour was to be deify’d. 

10. Orion is a very large and bright Conftella- 
tion, and deferves this pompous Defcdptipn, 

11. Injiar erit Populi: This is oneof Mani\m% 
bold Expreffions, which my Engli/h caijnpt reach, 

i is Alluding to the officious Salutations, which 
the Clients amo^gft the Remans carried early every 
Morning to their Patrons. 

13. Manilius h very accurate in deferring the 
particular Niceties obferv’d in the Roman, racing : 
Thofe are not now obferv’d among! us, and there¬ 
fore we muft be content with fuch Expreffions as 
our Language will afford. 

14. An Exercife much us’d among! the Ro¬ 
mans j the Horfe-man rode one Horfe, and led a- 
nother, and in the midft of the Race would throw 
himfelf on the led Horic, and fo back again as of¬ 
ten as he was required 3 or elfe would ftand upon 
the Horfcsback,andin that pofture ride the Courfc. 

15. Salmoneus builba Bridge of Brafs, and dri¬ 
ving Chariots over it fancy’d he Thuudred : This 
he did to procure himfelf divine Honours, but was 
kill’d by a Thunder-bolt for his impious attempt. 

1 6. The Poets fancy’d Belierophon rode upon the 
flying Horfe Pegafits. 

17. A Family among! the Romans, famous for 
their feditious Harangues, which they made to the 
People of Rome out of the Desks,or Roftra,(landing 
in the Market place, 
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* . t q Amonaft the Romm one Man would take 

CoS feme of them flioild be always 
^n SrA^ AedThh feat of Atoit, W 

pefcribes. Meleager runs thus: At his 

c ^ eF f the^ire‘and StoJSt When MW* 
out of the Fir , L w j t jj a great many others 
was grown a Man, e wi fame timc A . 

went to hunt? a Wu V y Bcauty C ame into 

pvfd^' and had the good For tune towound the 
the Field, ana naa B . I At alante, and 

Bore fifrft-f'XS the Head to her: 
having kill d the Bore p h Hunting 

His* two Uncles who we« ^ not differ 

thought themfUves 1 , ? .j Merger in 

C-rssreJ ‘£&Z -V “ 

Meleager wafted. . Reads Fom ]dine 

ao. foriwdi*^ they us’d to fee 

JPcww : For when they iy » d feathers 

^Kthe Deer and made them keep with* 

which frighted the Deer a Hunters 

in that compafs, or .^^"S-SVnort.. 

Hercules burnt hunfeu, he rrows Troy could 
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ther by a contrivance of Vlyjfes, or becaufe, being 
wounded by one of thePoifoned Arrows,he became 
offenfi ve to the Grecian Carap,was fent away to Lem- 
ms : But the Siege going on flowly, he was fetcht 
back again : With his Arrows he killed the chiefeft 
of the Remaining Commanders, and fo Troy was ta¬ 
ken* 

22. Teucer was Brother to Ajax, and he with his 
Bow beat back Hedor when he came to burn the 
Grecian Navy. 

23. The following Verfes relate to yfowthe Crc- 
tan, who fhot a Snake that lay twifted round the 
Head of his Son, and did not touch the Boy. 

24. This Goat or Hoedus Scaliger could not find, 
but Huetius fays, the Single Hiedus is put by 'Mans-. 

Ims for thofe two H<edi that are in the left hand 
of Heniochus , or the Driver. Thus Horace. 

*- — ■■■ jircheri cadcntis 
Impetus , aut orientis Heed*, 
and Propertius 

Purus & Orion , purus & Hcedus erit. 

25. The Poets fancy’d Orpheus went down to 
Hell, charm’d Pluto and the Deftinies, and brought 
back his Wife Eurydice. 

26. Alluding to the Fable, which fays Jupiter 
Courted Leda in the fliape of a Swan. 

27. Several Feats of Activity amongft the Ro¬ 
wans , in which they equalled if not excell’d all 
the following Ages. 

28. The common Subje&s upon which Sopho¬ 
cles, Euripides , and other Tragedians amongH 
the Ancients wrote their Plays, 

29. A 
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• A fam’d Comedian, who fiourifh’d m the 
hand'ted Md fourte'hth OWj^ Mit ym,s, 
30. Pom W !Lrr valuable Jewels than ever 
brought “ *«*' A„d f r om that time, at 

had Seen ^ , f Ks , 7 tb. Book com- 

a»d admire 

J i’V 

CuIt6mt, ’ c Poct hmts 

at ' 32 . Viffm oht of Mt AncientManufcript reads, 

mtditatus itcr't/eftigififerdct, 

& p t Yna pendent populum fufpcndtt a pf • 

Thefe were the federal Orders in the Ro 
mau Commonwealth < 
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